44

THE ECCLESIASTICAL AND MISSIOCNARY RECORD.

Mr Braxa said he had not come here to-day
to attempt to niuke any speech, which he was
nut accusromed to do except in the way of ex-
plaming the Suiptwies, bot to give whae infur-
marion he coull to thuse who desired it , and,
perhaps the most profitable way of employing tho
time of the meeting would be thut smno one
should give him a hint of what kind of informa-
tion thoy wicked from himm. e had come to
this country at present, not for the purpose of
giving information about China—~for he felt that
it was a higher daty 10 be secking to give some-
thing of the knowledgo oi the Divino truth to
thuse among whom he was labouring—but he
was obliged to come homo with a brother mis-
sionary, whose hcalth of boldy and mind had
given way, though he was glad to say that un-
der medical care in London ho was recovering.
He would be glnd now to answer any questions
which might be propoged

Dr Lorimer sugges:ed that the meeting might
pethaps be desirous in the first placo to learn
something about the present condition of tho
evangelical missions in China.

Mr. Burns remarked that he had somo deli-
cacy in speaking to this point, because he could
only give details about nis ionary operations
which had come under his own observation, and
might omit to describe others equally deserving
of attention. With this proviso, he would state
what had come sprcially under his notice. Ho
had himself been at threo stations.  The first of
these was Hong Kong, where, as it was an
English scttlement, thero virre several mission-
ary institutions.  “T'here were the London Mis-
sionary Society’s Missions, the American Mis-
sion Insitution,and, moro lately, a migsion con-
nected with the Church of England.  The
operations of the London Missionary Socicty
wero carried on both by means of an cducational
institution in whick, he believed, they boarded as
well as taught about furty youths, and had also,

he thought, a school fur girls. They carried on |

the preaching of the gnspel also very constantly
among the Chinese, and 10 that work the foreign
labourers were aided by a nauve who was, per-
baps, tho best instructed native convert whom
they had,  Tho American mission was conncet-
ed with the American Baptist Church, and was
also making govd progress. There wero Jike-

wise in Hlong Kong a number of German mus- 4

sionaries who mado .hat place their head-quar-
ters, though their labours were chicfly devoted
to the mamland oppoesite.  Considerable progross
had been made at their stations on the mainland.
ile believed that at one of these stattons fifty

teacting so auch atention as the leadir of the
revolotion.  Cupies of these printad iracts, cone
sist ng putly of extiacts fiom Senpiure, and
partly of Scriplure  eseays, weis  disinbuied
largely at Canton, at une of tho litcrary exawi-
nations, which bring young schiolars in thousands
from great distances.  These tracts, before their
circulation was stopped by thoe Chinese awhuri-
tire, camne into tho hands of the young man who
was at tho head of the revolution, and to these
must his first acquaintance with Divine truth be
traced.  ‘This man, in 1846, in consequence of
the impression the trath had made on his mind,
came down tu Canton, hearing that there was a
foreigner preaching Christianity, viz., Mr. Rub-
eris,an American Baptist Missionary, with whom
he (Mr. Burns) had had much intercourse, and

, sionary that all the knowledge of Christianity

ping-wang remained with Mr. Roberts about

| derived from direct intercourse with foreigners |

had been obtained. The missionary woik in
! Canton was one of great difficulty, the popula-
! tion there being particularly hostile to forcigners
However, theso difficalties wese gradually de-
creasing, and while, tillof lato it was found al-
most jmpossible to rent houses thero suitable for
tmissionary purposes, it had been found much
easier latterly,  Besides tho Amorican mission-
arics who had occupicd that field for a number
of years, Dr. Ilobson, tho medical iissionary,
there were also more lately at Canton threo
missionaries connected with the Wesleyan body.
He had himself lived for about sixtren months
in Canton, co-operating almost daily with the
native agents and with Mr. Roberts aftor his re-
turn from America. Mr. Roberts had 2 great
power of collecting the people ; they had daily
crowded assemblies, and at theso meetings he had
{requently seen the audience considerably im-
; pressed, though during these sixteen months the
number of cases of convorsion was very small.
He co-operated also with Leang-a-fain coannce-
tion with the London Missionary Society. Canton
was an important place for missionary Iabour.—
It would, no duubt, prove ono of tho most nflu-
ential places in tho empire when the minds of
tho peoplo wero arrested ; and the natives of
Canton wero of that character that when they
became decided, much might be hoped from
i thair labours, Leang-a-fa was himse!f an 1n-
stance of this. He had also been engaged in
{ visits to the mainland opposie Hong Kong. In
theso excursions they wero ofien exposed to rob-
bery, and once wers robbed of all they had, but

had co-aperated in preaching the gaspel.  Tae- |

two months, and it was trom this American mis- |

selvea i, Agam, it wassad sumeames of
ceitiin puisuns tha they were possessed by the
bt of sume paiicwar Wule  Sume of these
puisuns woid reahy under suma kind of lrenzy,
and cut thuusclvos wih koves when i that
state.  Othes weie just in fienzy 1n proporuon
10 the amau ot of mouey they got fur the work,
and scemied to measure the extent of wgury they
should inflict upun thenselves by whad they got
fur it. ‘Ihese exhibitions were one way in which
the fear of the wlul was mainiamed among the
, beople—fur the.r worshup was atugetiera wor-
ship of fear, mven for the purpose of averding the
dizpleasure of certain bewngs whoum they feared
might injure them.
Dr B own unquired how cunveris to Chris-
tinnity were treaied by the heathen Clunese
. Vv Buarms had Kaown mstances of persvne
becoming Cluisians who did not expestence any
specal oppositiva.  In such cases that wae atine-
butable greaily to indifference , they Jovked upon
convons to Christinnity very much as if they
wero entering upun #omo parucolar trade, and
, in that view of tho matter thought there was no
hann in these persous lovking after their tempo-
ral advantage.  In Amoy, where 2 nomber of
weople were congregated together for the sake
of wade, and whero tamilies were not much con
connected tugether, they gencerally took nu more
nutice of conversions 1o Chustianay than peuple
in Glasgow touk of tho dvinge of their neigh-
bours. Indeed, ho did not think geaerally that
tho fact of becoming a Christian was regarded
by the Clunese as abad thing.  But where the
population were more closely associated together
and where the community belong mostly to one
sept or clan the opposition wae greater.  In
Pechuna, for oxample, where the gospel thia year
wastaking remarkable hold, there was decided
oppostion. Every one whe had a house or shop
was expected to givo somuch for every 1dolatrous
service, and the peoplo would threaten to cast
them out of the place of they did not confurm to
the hereditary custom.  He hunself, as a house-
holderin Pechma, was asisted upon to give s
part, wlich, of course, he refused 10 do. T'hreats
and ciery species of coercion wero employed to
compela coavert in that place to pay s share
towards the supp i of the 1dolatrous temple, but
he was providentiaily deavered from the penalty
of expulsion with which he wasthreatencd.  Da-
nng last vear some of ihese converts showed n
t degree of steadfasiness i therr adherence to the
| gospel which he had never seen before.
‘The Cluamnan asked what wera the prospects
y of usclulness for the mitonaries winch this

adubis had been reccived into the Church, and | that was not owing to any ho-uiny to the mms- | covutry was at present sending out, and in what
atananther 1here were about a hundred, young { sonanes, for tho nauves themselves when trav- | way the circulauon of the Scrpiures comd be
aad old, connected with them.  Till very lately | elling were exposed 1o the samo nnks. In mny j brought abaut? - Furiher, he would hike that Mr.

there was also in tlong Kung a medical mis-
sionary, bnt he had been removed to Amoy, and
his place had not yet been filled. In Caaton,

cases they were received very willingly by the
people.
Me. Lonmer again asked if Mr. Barns could

Buras would givo seno details of lus own pro-
ceedings as a mmissionary,
Me. Burss remanled the mecting that thero

ouside the walls—fur foreigners were, till of | state what was generally the state of mund of | were five large ciwes 1 Clana opened up by
latc, not admitted within the walls—ilicre were ¢ the Clanese in arcligious sense. Werethey 1n j treaty to forcigners, vz, Can on, Amay, Foo-
a number of missionazies almost enurcly connce- ; carnest, even according to their own supereu- Chuv, Ningpm, and Shanghar.  Theso were very

ted with the American misaons, ilic only cx-
ception was that of a medical missionary connece
ted with the London Missionary Socicty, who had
extensive premices, and had been tho means of
bringing many under the preaching of tho gaspel,
for some tisnes he would have as many astwo or
theee hondred patients in one day. ‘The chief
preacher there was Leang-a-fa, tho first coavert
under Dr. Milne, the second nussionary sent to
Chiny. ‘This native convert had continued to
mako 2 gool profession of Chnstianity for above
forty yoars. ‘The gorpel was preached by him
with great vigaur, though ho could not s2y of
it any more than of ke preaching of mast of the
miionaties, that it was preached with much
success. He had co wperated wah Leang-a-fan
his missionary wazk furin re than a veas,aad had
been greaty dulgh «d wudh hiy addresses to the
peaple. Tracts prated aad circulated by him
were tho means of suwiug the first sceds of Di-
vizo truth io the mniad of the inan who was at-

; tron, or wese they rathier in a state of andiffcrenco
and scepticism 1n regard 1ot ?

Mr. Burns— F'he Clunese sinike evory one as
remarkably wanting in anythung like senousness,
and Ithink 1t probable that this 1s just as it was
< thousand years ago.  Somcumes, in speaking
of the most serious things—telling, for instanco,
of some fearful calamity—:hiey will do it with a
smile on their face.  They were 2 singalar peo-
ple an that respect, thaugh at mght be found,
after all, that 1t arosc from no want of humane
feehioge.  But what struck onc in regard to their
rehigious superstition was the cluldishness of the
of the scrvice atself in which they cngaged, and
the light way in which 1t was gane about. It
was not acconpanied by that species of tunatic-
wn common with the Bhoddists aa Irdia, There
were occastonal exceptions 10 1his rute—as, for
instance, when they ran through buining chare
coal, as sume of them vccasvnalty did . bateven
thon they were preity cautious not to hurt them-

Jarre places, and the numher of mussionarien
there maght be greatly moluphed, and yet cach
of them have plenty to do.  Canten wax sup-
poscd 10 have abnut a anllion of inhabitants, and
though ten nuss.onanes werd there at present,
* what were they amoagzsomany 1 In Amoy,
when tha whale of the miresimarn-s were present.
1 thera would o eigat or nino ta a populaston of
1S, A these stauone, then, there was
y Toom and need for an addition to the messwnary

band, but it was difiicalt 1o @ive an answer In
lrczanl to the other apemings,  Being himself
H disenzumbered as a misaanary, he had tound 1t
| pussilue to go alang w.th nasive ag-nt< o places
t 10 the nenghbmrhond of Hong Koug and Amoy ;
1 but ¥etlie ¢l nor say stha there were m the
¢ ma.nmn s ~achepenings teat nac mughs calenlate
i Wjpon hong teceived amang the peap e, and al-
o Jowed to rent a honse tor ses dence amonyt them,
It mussianes were ;-rr‘;nt"d toset out upon the
L work, leaving it to God 10 open up ther way:




