THE

WA ESSRUERIR TN R

P A A A A e S YA e S e s e e 4 . v N e

Vol. IV. OSHAWA, MARCH, 1849. No. 3.

e U P - NN e A S N T A S R N N NSNS A N as N T e e s s

(From the Christien Baplist.)
HOW IS THE GOSPEL 10 SPREAD THROUGH THE WORLD !

Tue New Testament is the only source of information on this topie.
It teaches us that the association, called the church of Jesus Christ,
is, in propric forma, the only institution of God left on carth tu
illuminate and reform the world. That is, to speak in the most
definitive and intelligible manner, a society of men and women, having
in their hands the oracles of God ; believing in their hearts the gospel
of Jesus Christ; confessing the truth of Christ with their lips; ex-
hibiting in their lives the morality of the gospel, and walking in all
the commandments and ordinances of the Lord, blamelessly, in the
sight of all men. When spiritual men, i ¢, men having spiritual gifts,
or, as now termed, miraculous gifts, were withdrawn, this institution
wags left on earth, as the grand scheme of Ieaven, to enlighten and
reform the world. An organized society of this kind, modelled after
the plan taught in the New Testament, is the cousummation of the
manifold wisdom of God to exhibit to the world the civilizing, the
moralizing, the saving light, which renovates the human heart, which
elevates human character, and which prostrates in the dust all the
boasted expedients of ancient and modern times.  The chureh of the
living God is therefore styled the pillar and ground of the truth; or,
as Macknight more correctly renders it, the pillar and support of the
truth.

The christian religion is a social religion, and cannot he exhibited
to the full conviction of the world, only when it appears in this social
character. An individual or two, in a pagan land, may talk abous
the christian religion, and may eshibit its moralily as far as respeets
mankind in general ; but it is impossible to give a clear, a satisfactory,
a convineing exhibition of it, in any other way than by exhibiting a
chureh, not on paper, but in actual existence und operation, as divirely
appointed. The ambassadors of Christ, or his missionaries to the
world, were commissioned to go to all nations in yuest of materials to
build this piliar of truth, this house of the living God ; and then to
place and cement these materials in such a way as to bear the inscrip-
tion of the blessed gospel, and to cxhibit it in such couspicuous and



