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THE LIFE SCHOOL.
My little boy came from his school to-day
Witl his heart in e flurry of glee.

“ 0, papa! they’ve taken our pencils away,
And I'm writing with ink!” said he
And his breast is filled =ith a manly pride,

For it joys him much to think
He has laid his pencil and slate aside,
And is wriiing his
words with ink.

O, innocent child! Counld
you guess the trath,
You would ask of the
years to stay
*Mid the slate and pencil
cares of youth
That a tear will wash
away;
For out in the great bir
world of men
The wrongs we may do
or think
Can never be blotted out
again,
For we write them all

in ink.

OUR DUMBE
FRIENDS.
Various species of the
brute creation have been
adapted in the instincts
given them to become
co 1panions and helpers
to men. Tlorses are
powerful znd invaluable
servants, and shounld ever
be treated kindly. Cows
have in all ages  roved
valuable to the family.
Many kinds of fowl ar
almost  indispensable to
human comfort.  Sheep,
and in some countries
goats, have great value
as an adjunct to human
existence. In the Orient,
camels and elephants
hold a most important relation. Among
emaller animals, cats cling to human so-
cietv and fill an important place. A
nobler place is that of dogs. an almost
wniversal companion and friend to man,
from the equator to the icy regions far to-
ward the poles. In many countrise the
service of dogs is above estimate, and

everywhere their watchful instincts are

recognized. They are the natural guuar
dians of the palace, the cottage, the hut,
and the tent. When the inmates are asleep
the dog is the ever-vigilant soldier on duty
at the door. Many of the species, indeed,

are worthless, as of the human species
as well, and ought to be exterminated.

Others . are noble and fill admirably
thé sphere appointed them by the
Creator.

Of their relation in human eompanion-
ship. especially as touching upon bov life,
a writer in Peck’s Sun discourses thus
happily:

“ A boy who owns a dog has good com-

pany. They are true friends, and neither
would think of going | mn the
Their friendship is true and faithful

you meet one, you are pretty sure to
the other near; and if one got int
quarrel, the other is sure to take a hand
Did you ever notice a boy and a dog that
have been together any length of time!?
Of course you have.
Why, they understand
each other as well as two
boys wonld—and better,
in fact. The dog knows
exactly what his little
master means when he
gpeaks, and will stick up
his ears, turn his head
to one side, then to the
otker, and look the boy
square in the face with
all but human expres
sion in his countenance
when he i3 being talked
ti

other
If

.

JACK

Tt i= love me, love
my dog with everv bov
To insnlt one is to insult
the other. and an insult
to the other is resented
by both. You eould no
more buy that dog of his
voung master than von
eould hire him to kill his
best friend. The wag of
that dog’s tail is of more
value to that boyv than
anvthing else except his
mo*her’s love. A dog is
a most excellent compan-
ion to a bor. The dumh
brute will be true even
to death, and his faithful
ness does, to a certain
extent, create a trne and
faithful disposition in
the bov. A boy is in good
company when he and
his dog go out into the
woods and fields, and the
parent has = reassnable
| security for the bov in such company.

Among the Arabs, when a ecrumb ¢f
bread dropa on the ground, thev do not
let it lie there, but piek it np and put in
|in a place where the birde mav find it
eaving, “ God’s gifts must not be trodden
under foot.”




