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17th. So likewisc is the Iloly Spirit a witness of these things,
whicl Spirit God has given to them that obey him. Note the lab-
guage Lo them that odey him.

The eardinals of the whole good newsare spoken thus fearlessly ab
the high priest’s Gouncil—the ehief points of the same story which
« Poter and the other apostles” always told when announcing the
message of life.  And the rehearsal of these simple yeb potent facts
at this crisis very nearly cost them their lives.  As it was, they escap-
cd from his lordship the high pries, after having been soundly and
very religiously © beaten.”

As the masterly discourse of deacon Stephen, recorded in Acts vil,
was principally designed to refute charges against himself and his
position, taking his cnemies upon their own ground aud disconcerting
them with their own weapons, we shall pass by Stephen's address,
and pay respeetful attention to another deacon—afterwards the evan-
gelist Philip. We must thereford turn over to another page of the
Aects, chap. viii. Two discourses are given to us in this chapter, bub
one of them must satisfy us as this time.  With the new chapter and
the new preacher we shall begin anew to court te facts:—

Ist. Philip goes down to the city of Sumaria, situated over forty
miles north from Jerasalem city. )

2ad. When in the city of Samaria he preaches Christ: preaching
the things concerning the new kingdom, and the wame or agthority
of Jesus. :

3rd. 1o works miracles. Tvil spirits come out of many, and num-
bersof the palsicd and lame are healed. .

4th The people unanimously give heed or pay carnest attention to
those things wlich Philip spale.

5th. Tuey believe Philip.

Gth. When they believe him preaching the things he'did, they are
baptized. both men and women. .

7th. They are baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.

Sth. When the news of -all this came to the brethren at Jerusalem,
they expressed the whole in a word ; for they said, * Samaria had 7e-
sived TuE woub oF (fon.”

L2t us pause and reflect upon this Jerusalem phrase in respeet to
receiving the word of God. Q1 it sounds swees, and solid, and sub-
stantial.” This is not the style approved of and carrently used n the
nincteenth century. Doubtfulness and conjecture form the scul of
modern expression in speaking of conversion, Place a chureh of
Canada or New Brunswick evangelicals in Jerusalem, and let them
receive intelligence of the favorable labours of a -person called a
“clergyman” in Samariz, and what would be the style of remark?
It would be the langiage of dubity, such as, ¢ We have reason to hope
some are regenerated, ¢ It is hepeful this is the work of God among
the Samaritans,’ “T'here are some hopeful cases in Samazia,’ <We have
reason to think that a number of the Samaritans arc hopefully awa-
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