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s5tances by saying-«" My harp is also, turn-
cd to mourning and xay organ into the
voice of them, that wcep." And wvhen h.-
would exress the joy which bis favour in
the days of bis prosperity afforded to, others,
he Say$ ke wvas ",as a tabret", to those who,
now despised him.

It ni ust bc adxnitted however, that these
passages refer to common life, and propcrly
have no connexion with devotion. They
descrihe sccncs of social gladncss in wbich
the rightcous and the wicked were alike
engaged. The statenient of Elib,-«'Bitt
none saiLli where is God myxniaker, wlo
gfiveth songs in the nighit, sccms more
properly to allude to devotion., God is re-
prcscntcd as giving these pious songs, or
Inatter of praise in the night of sorroy,
but this implies that they convcrted tliis
matter into songs andi sang tlhcm. The
ýoaiy other allusion to, the stitjcct which we
shall notice is the sublime statement of God
bimseif to Job, regarding the ceation, that
"«the Morning stars sang together and al
the sons of Godl shouteti for joy." The
language inay Lie regar(hid as figurative.
But it implies that those to whom the
words were addresscd wcrc fainiliar witIi
the exercises dcscribcd.

It maust be admittcdl that the information
dcrivcd from these hints regarding the or-
dinance of praise in the Patriarchal agcs is
very mecagre, but it is bec-ause ali our
information rcgarding that era-its religi-
ons services as wveil as evcrytbing cIsc con-
nectcd with it is very limited. WVe shall
therefore turn to, the Mosaie economy.

THE AGGEPTEDOFFERING.
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And lie looked Up and saw the rieh men
rasting their gifts into the treasury. And
he saw also a certain poor widow casting in
thither two mites. And lie said, 0f a truth
I say unto you, that this poor widow hath
cast in more than thcy all.-Lukeo xxi. 1-4.

There ar-e persons wvho have great reii
for some parts of the word of God, while
they think other parts shiould be kept in the
l)ack ground. Sucli are usually loud in
thecir professions of admiration of the doc-

trines of grce. They sçcern to, love excecci-
ingly o lieur of Christ crucified, but tbcv
do not like to hecar muchi about thecir dutV
to him, and his cause. Sncb people greatly
dleccive thernselvcs. Thewîhoie counisel of
God must bc pieachcd ; no part of 1: is
supecrflious, and no part can ho omitted
without serions injury to souls. What «a
contritst to such x w as the poor wvidowv men-
tiofle( iii the te\t ! She took the word of'
God as a Nvhole. ler nîcans were small,
yet she wvould dIo îvhat she could. Let the
gratciou% recognition bhe met NN ith enicourage
us to do iikcwise.

THE DUTY.

From the text we may infer that it
is a duty to contribute to the cause of
Christ. This is s0 plain a dictate of tue
Scriptures and of conscience, that it is
strange any should overlook it. Even the
hecathen brin- offerings te their idols, but
how many professing christians entirely
negleet tbe cause of flim who saves themn

Under the former dispensations this duty
was mucli insisted on. Cain atnd Abel
brouglit offerings to the Lord ; and the fact
of the acreptance of Abei's is a proof that
offerings wvere reqnired. Abrahamn gave a
tithe of tbe spoil of Chedorlaomer to «Mel-
chizedek. Jacob vowed a tithe of ail his
inecae te, the Lord. Afterwards we find
tbat tvo-tenths, equal to one-fifth, was de-
manded of the Hebrewvs. One tenth ivas
for the use of the Levites, out of which they
had to -ive a tentb to tbe priests ; the other
tenth ivas te be used in the service of tbe
tabernacle, or temple, at the soiema feasts.
In proof of this tura te, Numbers xviii. 21.
"And beliold I have given the chiîdren ef
Levi ail the tentb in Israel for their inherit-
ance." And the tithe is spoken of in Dent.
xiv. 23. ««And thon shait,eat belore the
Lord thy God, in the place which lie shall
choose to place bis name there, the tithe of
thy corn, of thy %vine, and the firstlings of
tby berds and of thsy flocks." This is muni-
fcstly a difflrent tithe *from that givea te
the Levites. The former wvas given to the
Levites; it wvas their snbsistence. The
latter wvas used by people themselves in the
courts of the honso of God. Besides these
wvhich were annual, somne think a triennial
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