necessary, the Permanent Under Secretary.
The ‘“‘explanatory minutes’’ explain no
thing but the incompetence of the man
who wrote them. But, if read with ithe
petitions to which they refer, they
tanily do that, since they obviounsly
irrelevant to the rnised by Mr.
Beck. Sir Kenelm Digby, 1f he read both
the petitions and the minutes uvon them.
might have =een that the minates had no
relation whatever to the facts
the petitions. 1t is probable,
that he read only the minutes: and if ~o
he merely wasted his the sys-
tem of delegation amounts to this, that
the head of the department i at the mercy
of sabordinates of proved incompetence.
He has duties which helcannot find time
ta perform, and he delegates them to sub
dinates incapable of performing them
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The report recommends that ‘‘the legal
clement in the staff should be Jstrengthen
ed’" This is very moderately put, since
at present the legal element can scearcely
exist It is plain that the difficult work of
considering petitions should [be delegated
not to officials burdened by the ordinary
rontine of the Home Office, bat to experts,
trained to weigh evidence, and able tode
vote their whole time to the task: and
upcn these experts the responsibility for
all futare neglect to correct IMISCArTIAZes
of justice shonld rest.

The committee do not recommend the
establishment of a Court of Criminal Ap
peal. [They consider that the Jimprove
ments which they suggest in the procedure
of the Howe Office and of the Court for
Crown Cases Reserved ught to prevent
wuch misearriages in futn

Ghe “Latwson Panic” with Latw-
son Left Out.

N‘)’I' since the days of “Jim'’ Fisk, re

marks the SNew York Herald " “has
Wall street seen anything so impudent, an
Aacions and spectacnlar as  the perform
ance of the Boston plunger posing  as the
guiding genins ot the storm that prostrat
ed Wall street.”” In this te mpest*thewhole-
ale destruction of the woolly lambs of
Wall street was such as to provoke pity
from the most hardened,’” siays the
paper, and ‘‘many sp seulators who intend-
eod to give their wives automobiles at
Christmas will have to comgromise on rol-
ler-skates.”' Thursday of last week saw a
total sale of 2,891,000 shares on the New
York Stock Exchange, the highest since
the Northern Pacific panic of May %, 1901,
when over3 000,000, shares changed hands,
Amalgamated Copper sold on Thursday at
H81;, a total loss of 24 points in four days,
Colorado Fuel and lron lost 21 points, Ten
nessee Coal and Iron 15, Sugar 14, Steel {11
and 50 on.

sine

Fhis crasn is spoken of in the columns
of the daily papers as “Lawson's panic’
but we are informed in jthe editorial and
financial columns that Mr. Lawson had
little or nothing to do with it.. This ope-
rator who has been directing considerable
attention to Amalgamated Copper and to
himself during the past six months by his
series of rather warm articles in Every-
wody's Magazine inserted half-page adver
tisements in the leading vewspapers,in“the
early part of last week advising the Am-
algamated shareholders to sell® that stock
at once as the price was about to break.
He estimated that the public held abont
1,000,000 shares. The price broke tour
points on Tuesday, eight moré on Wednes-
day and ten more on Thursday. The total
snles for the week ending Friday were 1,-
1,106,275 shares “Meanwhile Lawson bom-
barded the newspapers and news agencies
with telegrams urging specalators to tsell
Amalgamated, sell every thing.”’ Here is




