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T’ ¢ potato is said to have been first culti. ;

valu Lin Scotlaud about 1653, but was then
contined to the gardena, ]
tho geueral report of Scotland that in the

car 17256 the few potato plants then exist.
ing :.car Edinburgh wereleftin the same spot
of gronad from year to year, a few tubers
being token and used in auiumn ; the parent
plants were well covered with hitter to save
them from the winter's frost,

Different counties of Scotland claim the
honcur of having first caltivated potatees in
the open fickd. ~One account states that in
1728 one Thomnas Prentice, a day l:!lmurcr,
firs planted potatocs in the opun fields at
Kilsyth, and that his suceesa was such that
everv farmer and cottager followed his ex-
ample,

Tgaoranco of the mode of cooking thew
also ratarded their culture. A persen whe
had bren invited to taste the first jotatnes
grovm in the county of Furfar, avout 1730,
relatel that the roots had lceos merely
heated, aud that they adhered ic the tecth
like glue, while their flavour was far from
sgreeable. The food was about to be ¢
demned through the ignorance of the cook,
wken the accidental arrival of a gentlc nan
who 1 ad tasted a potatoin LancatLice ¢su-cd
the rejected roots to be remanded back to the
hot 1 1f ashes, till they becameo as damty s
they Lkad before been nauseous,

On the potato beirg improved aud rcturned
to America, it scems to have had the same
prejudices to contend with as it had at first
in Britain. A writer in an early volume of
the Cultivator, speaking of the re-introduc-
tion of this esculent as a curiosity upcn the
table of the Governor of Massachusetts, says
that when a child he learned from a very
aged woman, who was a_cook in the eaid
Governor’s family, that she first saw the
potato there about the bepinning of the
cigh’eenth century, and that they weresmall
and of a disagreeable flavour. 1er observa.
tion then was, “If great folks like such
thinga as these because they are novelties, I
am sure they are weicome to them for all
me,” Much prejudice existed against the
potato, causing a very scant cultivation of it
even 80 late as the war of the revolution.
Belkoap, in his history of New Hampshire,
states *’That in 1719 a large number of emi-
grants came to this country from the north
of Ircland, and settled a township which
they called Londonderry, and that among
other things they alws introduced the culture
of potatoes, which were first planted in
the garden of Nathaniel Walker, of Andover.
‘Chese people being called Irish, the potate
they introduced was_called thoe Irish potato,
which name they still bear in many parts of
the United States.” W R
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Hurdles for the Farm.

In England, on all arable farms, there are
many rods of burdle fences crected daily
during the scason. Every shepherd knows
what it is to have to mzke a Jarge enelosure
once, i not twice, cach day. Onafarm in
Hsmpshire the writer has raany times st
snch ‘““fences,” as they would be called here,
but a% homo they were called * pitching
burdSes,” Every English farmec kuows all
there is to know sbout such work, and the
wonder is that here in Canada scarcely any
ona thinks of making theso hurdles or crect.
ing suckh fences, though there is little doubt

It appears from |

they would make a cheap and durable, as
Twell ag mest convenient and useful feuce,
Lnglaad, when a flock of sheep were to
be moved from one field to another {uenally
turnip tieldsy, a waggon londed with -rattle
o= gate hurdles preceded the tlock, ‘ihese
' - wae hauled and distribubed Jeagth-
| wise at w3 e neld, and were afterwards all
terected in n straight live. A few were left
At ong end in excess of those required to
make the long fenee; ang these were used to
enclose, crosswise, ahout half an acee to begin
folding with, When all was ready, the sheep
were beought in by the dog, and the job so
far wag completed for that day. The time
required to pitech such hurdles is very small-
A crowbar (nado wsially of an old musket
barrel, with a heavy, solid, pointed cud,
weldad on to the breach of it), is driven into
the earth about 12 to 1S inches deep, anvd a
stake plunged into the hole thus made, and
! »fter putting up the hurdle in line, a wire,
"or vther kind of shackle, is slipped over the
piugecting end and over the end of the stake,
wicluding also the end of the neat hurdle ;
thus the ends of both hurdles are securely
 fastened to the stakes. When a shepherd is
naturally a smart hand at this work, and
does his best, about one minute is sufficient
to ercet cach hurdle, and “sometimes, under
favourable circumstances, a less time will
suflice, It therefore follows that about sixty
of these hurdles can he thus crected and
placed in the form of a solid and durable
funee in ab mt an hour.

Ewh of these hurdles is 8 feet long by
3 fecd 6 inches bigh, and eonsequently there
woull at the above-mentioned syeed, be
nearsy nve nundred feet of fence set up in on
hour. Of course the hurdles are so hid
when being removed from the waggon, asvut
to be required to be carried far before being
raised into the line. Still, each hurdle has
to be lifted and placed, the hole made, tae
stake pitehed, and all shackled togesher, and
it scems a good deal of work to do in suoh
short time; but it is often done. Aftur-
wards, i$ may be many days before the lopg
or main line of hurdles is removed, as picce
after piece of the turnips or other similar
food is cach morning fenced off, and the
hurdles necessary to do thisare of conrse car-
ried some yards each. This is much slower
work than crecting the main line, where ol
the hurdles are laid ready to the hand. Now
it would be manifestly impossible for a sheep
farmer at home to do without this or some
similar fence.  Of late years, wire is used as
being still more easy of moving. Nettmngs,
also of various kinds, arc now freely intro.
duced ; but these would not answer in Co-
nada, The hurdles, however, would, thero
is little doubt, form a most useful addition o
our farms. Athome, the cost of an ordinmay
wattle hurdle used to be about 13 cents,
whiist that of a gate hurdle was probably
twico that sum. Timber, of course, vwas
worth much mor¢ in England than in Ca-
nada, and such gate hurdles ought not to
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cost more than 30 cants each hece, especially
when proper preeautions ave used to havo
thewr construction reserved for a bad day,
when little clse coi Id be done. 1f the bars
or thin rails of wh’ *h they are conjosed were
split out, and lma by sn a pile, wevoss and
acrosy, 80 ax to teke them out of “wind,”
and the ends v130 aamilarly treated, thero is
no doubt a faedy man who will “move’
Bimself eorla wole at lost six such hurd'es
aday. Tuore o utee work required on
them, no smo . ;of the bars, simply re-
dacing any vve s ar thickness or width at
the end witha ¢t v knife, and they are
then most rapiti, vu together, and pinned
through the heau, v oy s,

Black ash or cedar, split :1to bars ahont
three inclies aud a.half by half iuch or five-
cighths in thickness, aro all that i3 required
for them. Fivo bars are used ior cach gate,
and two short bracex  Tho leads or ends
should also be split eut of black ash, and are
usually ouc-and-o-half by twoe-and-a-half
inches, and five fuet Jorg " In morticing the
heads, two or three might be bored at once
by contriving n ineans of retairing them in
their proper piace when boring them, which
boring might be dune with an ordinary car-
penter's murticing machine with great case
and aceura-y. in all these small matters,
there will of course require more or less ar-
rangement m carrying them into effect ; but
once convinced of the adrantages and the
necessity, there will socn be made good pro-
gress towards complotion,

Almost all these epoliances on the farm
are condemned as dibicalt, 1f not impracti-
cable, generally on accoun t of having mo
place to work in—no shop, in fact, where
such thilngs can readily be dene, and which
cught always to exist and to be provided
with tools of suffic'ent variety to enable
amateurs to do good -work.  Good profes-
stunal carpentess will no! work without good
tide, and they vrust also be in good order;
and yet we often ys¢ poor workwmen trying
to up a jur- of work with snch touls as a good
hand would despise and utterly 1efuse to use.
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Wire Fences and their Oonstruction

I have had a good deal of experience in
wire tenee, and have come to the conclusion
hatl want no better. I shall buy no more
raiis at twenty doliars per hundred, nor have
Udone so for the pastten years. Wire takes
less posts in number an-i smatler in size.

It makes some diff:renze what kind of
stock one wants to pusture as to the con.
structior of the fence. Where you do not
surn out hogs or sheep I thiak the following
planis about right —tiie one I heve adopted
and find entircly satisfictory, viz:

Cut posts six fectin rength ; allow two fect
to go into the ground . then thirteen inches
from the gronnd bore a shree.cighth inch holc;
seven inches hizher, de. ; cight inches, do.
eight inches, do.; nute laches, do. This
you will see takes tive wires, and tho last
is three inches from tha top of the post. Set
posts twelve feet apart, and use No. 6 an.
nealed wire {(diameter about three-sixteenths
of an meh), winch should be pamted white,
two coats; a good plas is to paint it before
it is put up

For drawing the wirs and keeping it tight
you have cast iron rollers six inches, one and
one-half or two fuchesin diancter, with three



