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¢ Probably no person in the United States
has studied the Curenlio angd its habits more
carefully than William 1. Ransom. For
fifteen years he has heen trying newspaper
experiments unsucecessfully,  Last year,when
bugging, he discovered that all the Curculios
dropped within two or three feet of the roots
of the peach tree, and on examination found
the little Turk sheltered on the trunk and in
the holes near the base and on the under
side of the principal imbs.

“For the Iast fortnight Mr Ransom has
spent most all the hours of the day lying on
the ground in his orchard, patiently watch-
ing and waiting for the firet Curenlio to
show himself.  On the fourth of May a few
single Curculios were discovared, Lut not a
single pair; on the 5th a few pair were found
coupling.  Constant, carefl olservation has
led Mr. Ransom to these conlusions

““In the fall the Careulios <k 2 warm and
safe shelter to hibernate; this 15 either the
ground, or leaves, stumps, o,
woods, or other congenial places of coneeal-
ment.  The first warm day in sprmg that
starts vegetable life, calls thie Carealio forth,
and it proceeds to its feeding arad brecding
ground.

“They walk very fast, and they tly and
feed generally at night, eating the young and
tender leaves. The first wann days tins
year they fed, then the weather fell cold,
and for a week Mr. Ransom found no in-
dication of theiwr feeding. Since Friday night,
the 13th, the weather being warm, the Cur-
culios have been feeding, They scatter all
over the tree to feed, and come down to-
wards morning, and as late as 7 a.m., to
hide. .

““They crawl on cold days and nights, and
hide under the shelter of the trunk of the
tree, waiting to feed when the nights become
sufiiciently warm. The Curculio uses the
green peach only to hold its cgg. 1t some-
times cats the ripe peach, also blackberries,
quinces, and other fruits,

“Some idea of the quantity to be taken
from a single tree may be found from the
following : Mr. Ransom states that on the
V4th ke took 255 on the 15th, in the marn-
ing, 50 ; in the evening about sundown, 13,
and on the 16th, 60 weare killed on the samo
tree, and of these 11 were taken in o cluster,
under a chip two by three inches.

J. B CHAMBERLALN,
Secretary St Jaseph Fruit Growers’ Associa-
tion and editor St. Joseph /1 rabl.”

ohl fences,

IstuMuLutical SrLuses may be sent for
identification or for information respecting
history and habits, to the office of the Caxana
Fapuer, or direct to the YXntomological Edi-
tor, Ruv. C. J. 8. Pethune, Credit, untano.
The postage sitould be prepaid.  The speci-
mens should be sent in a pastehoard or other
box, not loose, but packed with cotton wool,
or some sumlar matenal,  The name and ad.
dress of the sender should also aceunpany the
package, not necessarily for publication, but
as an evidence of good faith, and that wemay
know where to apply for further mnformation,
if required.

Entomological Queries and Replies.

Potato Brenes—James Taylor, Kilnar-
tin, Unt, —The insects, of which you sent ug
specimens, and which you say are destroy-
ing the potato plantsin your township, are
the well-known “Three-lined PotatoBectles.”
(Lema trilineata, Oliv.) They may beatonce
recognized by the three black lines on the
pale yellow wing-covers. Their larvie are
very disgusting in appearance, heing covered
with thcir own excrement, and bearing a
considerable resemblance to slimy slugs.
They may he destroyed by (1) picking off
and killing the beetles, (2) dusting the lar-
vie with lime, ashes, or soot; (3) brushing
off the larvie from the plants to the ground
when its surface is dry and hot.

Seeentesy Wastep.—B. Pearson, Aurora,
Ont.—You cither omitted to enclose the
specimen referred to in your letter, or else it
escaped frominsufficient packing—at any rate
it has fatled to reach uws,  Please send ano-
ther, and we shall probably be able to iden-
tify it for you; and be careful to packitn
a pastchoard or other box that will bear
knocking about in the mal-bags.

Exrovorocicat Avreanartvs.—\V, Munro,
Embro, Ont. The Secretary of the Entomo-
logical Society (Rev. (. J. S. Bethune, Cre-
dit, Ont.) can supply you with the best Ger-
man ingect pins imported by the Society, at
the rate of 50 cents per packet of 500. There
are six sizes, of different degrees of fineness,
A set of 500 each of Nos, 1 to4, and 250
each of Nos, 5 and 6, will be sent free by
post for $2 65. Sheet cork, imported from
England by the Society, is sold for 16 cents
per square foot ; six square feet free by post
for 81 10. Cabinets can be made of all
sizes, materials and descriptions, and of
course vary very much in price, An esti-
mate could be obtained from any good cabi-
net-maker.

Naugs or  BurrerrLins—Ibid—If you
send to the Editor of this department (ad-
dress as above) a specimen of each of your
butterflies, cavefully packed in a box, and
free of charges, we will return them to you
with the names attached ; or if you send us
specimens of your duplicates with a number
attached to cach, and corresponding numbers
aflixed to the specimens you retain, we will
give you a list of the names, and thus save
you the charges on the return of the hox.

There are only four species of Canadian
Luttorflics that are identical with Dritish spe-
ddes, namely, Peris rager, Veaessa antivpa,
1. atalanta, and Pyrameis eardus,

The best buohs you can got on the subject
are llarns’ Injunivus Insects (36 wath co-
lourcd plates, 34 plainplates), and Packard's
Guide to the Study  of Inseets (35 in parts
wubvund, 36 bound m Jdotly, We can send
you these works free of carriage at these
prices, or you can obtain thum through the
leading Toronto Lookselers.

Luxa Moru—TJbid—The large green moth
with tails to the hind wings, of which you
gave a very good description in your note, is
the Leautiful Luna Emperor Moth ('S, luna,
Drury), the most lovely of all our night-tlying
insects,

Rearive Burrerrnies axp Morns,.—C.
Fletcher, Salford, Ont.—It is ditlicult to tell
you in a few hines how to rear buttertlies and
moths, and we have not space at thus time of
year for a long article on the subject. We
shall endeavour, however, to answer your
question. DBy beating the branches of trees.
and shrubs over an inverted umbrells, you
can obtain plenty of caterpallars to experi-
ment upon. Place them, with some of the
leaves upon which they were feeding, in any
convenient box—the larger-sized chip hoxes
answer very well for most species—and sup-
ply them with fresh food every day, remov-
iig the old, and ixing especially careful not
to handle them if it can be avoided; when
they have dune feeding, and formed a chry-
salis or cocoon, they can be removed into a
gauze coverad box, prior to the emergenee of
the perfect winged inscet, A1 sorts of de-
viees are used by different entomologists for
breeding inscets, some using claborate cages
and others any kind of Dbox that comes to
hand; the description of box is not of so
much importance as attention to feeding and
cleanliness. If the specimens are enclosed
in boxes large cnough, their food may be:
kept fresh for a considerable time by stick-
ing the end of a twig of the foud plantin a
phial of wafer or a juicy potato. Try a
few common catérpillars first, and you will
soon learn how to manage them better than.
by following any number of printed direc-
tions. The best work that we know of
upon this subject is Dr. Knagg's ¢ Lepidop-
terist’s Guide,” published in London, Eng-
land, by Van Voorst, at 1s. 6d. You can,.
of course, capture many finc specimens for
your collection by means of an ordinary but-
terfly net, and the exercise of a little pa-
tience and perseverance.

Pruy Cureurlo.—J. P, K., Widder, Ont.
—The specimens sent by you, taken from
your plum trees, did net clude the noto-
rnous Curculio, ‘The pale brown beetleis a
specimen of Dendroides Canadensis, which is.
chietly remarkable for its curtously branched.
antennre. It is a harmless iusect, living
in the larva state in the form of a tlat grub
under the bark of trees. The steel-blue in-
seet Is a sand wasp, (Pelupeus cerwleus,.,
Lin.) and may be considered rather benefi-
cial than otherwise, as it stores wp inseets as:
food for its young. The small black insect,
with transparent wings, is another species of
wasp.  You will find figures of the plum
curculiv in the June number of the CaNADpA
Faxsel, which can be procured at this office
for ten cents. You cam breed specimens by
keeping the stung plums that have fallen
to the ground in a jar, or other vessel, with
a few inches of earth in the bottom.



