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our honey room, or fill a conib with syrup,
and hang in the centre of the cluster of
bees, when we know positively they are
al right. Thon on our examination we
find a colony as above, while the next one
has much more than is needed. With the
frame hive we can excian an emtpty
comb for a full one, and thus both colonies
are benefitted and we are saved the trouble
of feeding at all. A little later in the
season we wish to know that each hive
lias a good prolific queen, so that workers
may be produced in tinte for the ioney
iarvest, and if they have not such a queen
procure one for then by raising or other-
wise. Here we are almost entirely baflled
with the box hive, while we can know to
a certainty about the que en being good or
poor if we use a frame hive, and if poor
the matter ean be easily remedied. At
this time we also wish to get aIll surplus
drone comb out of the hive, if this has not
already been done, for if the bees are
allowed to build more or less drone comb,
said comb will soon be filled with drones,
which, when hatched, will consume large
quantities of honey, which would other-
wise be stored as surplus. This keeping
the drone comb out of the hive is no small
item, for I have known so much drone
conb to be built by a swarm having an
old and failing queen that the next season
the drones produced from that conb con-
sumed nearly al of the honey, as fast as
the few workers reared could gather it.
With te box hive we can do little or
notbing by way of getting rid of this drone
comb, while with the frame hive it is
easily taken out and worker cumb or
worker foundation fitted in its place.
Thon I am a believer that a colony of bees
can be increased much faster by a proper
manipulation of the combs, thus getting
the bees ready much quicker for au early
honey harvest, then they would be if left
to thenselves, which thing, (manipulation
of the combs) is anutter impossibility with
the box hive. Again, as it approaches the
ioney harvest, we fid that sone of our
colonies are extra strong, while others are
weak. This we wish to remedy by taking
bees and brood fron the stronger and
giving them to the weak. Of course bees
can be drummed out from the box hives
aud given to others, but how much easier
it is to take a frame of brood and bees
froin a frame hive and set it into another
hire, than by any plan we could use were
we to adopt box hives. MHany more
reasons could be given, but the above are

i quite sufficient it seems to me., to convince
any one of the superiority of frame hives.
Nom ithstanding al of the above let me

say, that the valne of the frame hive con-
sists wholly in the use of the frdies, and
if any one is so careless or lacking in
energy that they lever haudle the franes,
or make use of theim to promote the wel-
fare of the colony, thon the box hive is as
good for themu as any.

Borodino, N. Y.

e The Taylor Swarm-Catcher.
-H. Rowsounc m

Beekeepers have continually exercised
all their ingenuity in discovering almost
countless iethods of reducing the apiar-
ist's dirty work, i. e. Swarnming. But
putting aside the varions self-hivers,
queeni-eatchers, and different systeis of
dividing, only one nethod of controlling
swarns has conme into vogue viz. clipping
the queen's wings. But there is a device
that is little used and ought to corne into
more general practice. i mean the Taylor
Swarin-Catcher which cages not only the
queen but the swarm as well.

If the beekeeper can watch the hive
entrance for the queen, he eau just as
easily and in a third of the time, clap a
catcher to the entrance and then look
round for other swarms which may be
issuing, taking care of three or four in the
time he spends looking for the queen.
And besides this lie avoids the labor of
clipping his queen's wings.

Tfei catcher should not be left on the
hive longer than the swari is issuing as
there is a tendency for it to return.
Whon the cloth is tied over the entrance
the catcher should be stood up entrance
downward, so that the swarm Vill not
cluster on the cloth, naking it more awk-
ward to be taken off. Of course the
merest tyro understands that the queen
nust be inside the cage or all will go
wrong. The catcher should be left stand-
ing near at hand for those bees that have
escaped to cluster upon, but it must not
rest against a live because the roar of the
swarn might cause another to issue.

The swarin must not be dumped at once
but the bees ouglit to be allowed tine to
eluster and to get rid of the flying fever.
Otherwite the swarn will Ily up and clus-
ter upon a tree. A fussy man may put his
swarms on ice or under the pump. The
-writer bas left a late swarm out all night.
Then when the cluster is thoroughly cool
it may be dumped in alhnost a solid mass
with no flying at all.


