
THE CANADIAN BEE JOURNAL.

As a matter of course, the CINADIs BEz
JOURNAL is not to be exempt from suob patron-
age, as it certainly deserves it; yet at the came
time, Mr. Editor, you cannot but agree that
there are a large number of local bee-keeperu in
all sections who do not take a bee paper of any
kind whatever, and therefore have no means of
ascertaining when or where the Association
meets except through their local paper. I trust
we will have a large meeting at Walkerton, as I
know for a fact that the Bruce County people
are an enthusiastic and energetic class of bee.
keepers, having resided in the County for sorne
years,where (by the way) I found-shall I say my
silent partner in life ?-who was born and lived
aIl her life in Teeswa.er, some seventeen mile,
from Walkerton,until about ten yeara ago; and as
Mrs. G. has expressed her intention of attending
the next meeting, I hope the bee.keepers, both
directors and others, will bring their " better.
halves," and thereby brighten the meeting with
their presence, and if need be, their good counel
as well. I would almo suggest that our Walker.
ton friends favor those in attendance with some
vocal and instrumental music to enliven the
proceedinge. This hint, I am sure, is all that is
necessary to act upon. As most of all ourhoney
exhibit will be from next year's crop, an oppor-
tunity of thoroughly discussing the best methodu
of shipping, etc, can be suggested, as it is not
thonght advisable to call any special meeting for
the purpose, in view of what Mr. Awrey, the
Commissioner,has already done,and is now dong.

F. A. GEMMELL.
Stratford, lt Sept., 1892.
In reference to the above letter we

heartily endorse our worthy President's
remarks in regard to giving our annual
meetings more publicity ; and we would
be very sorry tothink thatour best meet-
ings had been held. When we remember
the fact that there are now double the
number of people keeping bees that there
were a few years ago, why should we for
one moment think the attendance at our
annual meetings would be less ? Wemust
remember that these meetings will be
just m hat we make them. The suggestion
thrown out by Mr. Gemmell of adver-
tising the meetings in local papers, and
for the " Walkerton friends to favor those
in attendance with some vocal and in-
strumental music," we think a good one.
Being personallyacquainted with a num-
ber of the Bruce County apiarists, we
have no hesitation whatever in saying
that no pains will be spared to enable
all who visit Walkerton to enjoy them-
selves and have a pleasant time.

For THE CMADmNa BEN JoumNL.

Quson Clipping.

IS IT ADVISABLE TO CLIP THE QUEfN'S WING ?

HERE is quite a difference of opinion
among bee-keepers as to the advisabilitv

of clipping the queen's wing. Although I
have practised clipping for some years, yet thip

season I sometimes (when I did not find heron the

issuing of the swarm), had doubts whether it was

best. In our experience, when a awrm issues

the queen is found at the entrance, or near it.

There is generally some one on the look out and

she is caged, while the bees will usually cluster

near on a bush or tree. The queen is put with

or near them, if within reach, till they setle

when they are hived and placed where wanted,

and al is satisfaotory. But they don't alwayu
ac that way ; sometimes they will commence to

go back to the old stand instead of clustering,
and, if a hive in ready to put in place of the oid
one, they will hive themselves and make a good
colony. Bome bee-keepers report that clipped
queens are more likely 1o be superceded than if
not clipped. I find that if no one attends to

inem at swarming time, and they go back af ter
one or two attempts, and findàthe queen there,
they are apt to supersede her; but the lou of a

queen at the commencement of the honey har-

vost is amall compared with the risk of losing
the swarm au well. I have not found, however,
that clipped queens are disliked by the bees, or
that, if properly done, it impairs them in any

way. I have clipped them in all sorts of ways.
Sometimes, when they are walking on the comb,

it may be done, and they will scarcely know it.
My wife ha a way of holding them by the

shoniders with the tinger and thumb of the left

hand, and with a sharp pair of scissors olip off

part of one wing; but as my firgers are large or

I am afraid of pinching them too much, my way

is to pick up the queen by the wings with the

right hand, catch her by the feet with the left,

and then clip off lengthwise part of one wing

and then let her go. With a little practice it

does not take more than a minute of time, and

there is less risk of hurting them than by any

other way I know of. Lately I had all doubta

settled about the advisabitiy of clipping by a
swarm with a young queen not clipped going to

parts unknown wichout first clustering, and

another swarm that clustered on a very high

branch 'of a tree that was very aifficult to get at ;

and this coming after 80 being used to clipped

queens, when one could hive a dozen or more
swarms a day without risk or discomfort, made
me resolve that I would clip ail queens in future
without hesitation as soon as they proved them.
selves good layers. R. I. SMITH.

195


