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GENERAL DEBCRIPTION 07 THE VoLumys.—With the earnest desiro to give ~ur patrons the latest and most popular music at the lowest prices, we
have commenced the publication of the two volumes mentioned above, and deem this a fitting time to make known not only the yreat efforts that will be
made on our part for the success of the works, but also to give a general outline of the valuec of future numbers. Your consideration, therefore, of the
following is earnestly asked.

Asit isthe intention to mako the volumes standard publications, to be issued from year to year, our best judgment will be given to theselection of the contents
—always keeping in view the fact that, to make them acceptable and useful to all, not only the grade, but the picces themselves must be varied and attractive.

The Song Journsal will contain not only well-known songs, but judicious selectivns frum the new works of European writors, whose names will be
sufficient guarantes of the merits of their compositions. Valuable additions of new and pcp.lar songs and ballads, by favorite American writers, will also
form » leading attraction,

Social BReadings will farnish an unlimited source of enjoyment and profit to all. as the contents will give a varied assortment of the standard arnd
popular works of favorite suthors—including pot-pourris of well-known operas, new dance music, and a wealth of the most useful pieces, valuable for
teaching and recreation.

The astounding cheapness will bs made evident to the most carelessobserver, as it is our purpose to supply either work at abount one-eighth the cost of
the same music published in sheet form which, in these times of marvelously low prices, isan argument that caroful buyers will not fail to see and appreciate.

The artistic features will consist not only in the use of the best music paper, printing by the most competent workmen, and particularly attraciive
appearancs, but each number will be elegantly illustrated either by the portrait of a musical or artistic celebrity or by a handsome engraving that will fully
equal, in retail price, the cost of each number. As 2 proof of our intention, we cenfidently ask your examination of the first number of the Song Journal,
which contains a remarkably accurate engraving of the celebrated actress, Mlle. Sara Bernhardt; or to the first number of Social Readings, illustrated by a
seven-color chromo, which will not fail to obtain the most favorable criticism.

Plan of Subscription.—As buyers of musig, like all other purchasers, have confidence in the representations of particular dealers, the two, or either
of the volumes, will be found on sale at all the principal music stores in the United States and Canada, at which single copies may bs purchased or sub-
scriptions for the year made—a plan which we feel must mest with general approval, inasmuch as it completely does away with the necessity of subscribing
or ordering books of which largely displayed advertisements are the only apparent value.

Unabridged.—This, like all other ropresentations mads, will be strictly adhered to, as each piece will be complete and exactly the same as when
published in the regular sheet music form.

To Avoid Mistakes.—In asking for copies of either volume, be careful to ses that the proper books are given you. Fac-similes of the titles are
printed above, which will be found a convenicnt reference in cases of doubt.

Plan of Pablication.—As a large percentage of persons are interested cbiefly in ors olass of music—Vooal or Instrumental—the plan of muking two
distinet works will be more thoroughly appreciated ; while, at the same time, it will be equally advantageous to thuse who purchase both books, as the
soparation of the two will prove a great convenience.

Time of Issue and Prices.- The Song Journal will be issued on the first of every month. Social Readings on the fifteenth. Each work will
oontain twelve numbers and will bo farnished post-paid, as follows.

PRICE OF EACH, 40 CENTS, NET, POST-PAID.
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