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would not 1isk my brother's lifeby keeping
me. They gave me to an acquaintance at
White Pagoda, who had just lost a young
child, and she brought me up as the future,
wife of her youngest son, then five years.
old. As such very little girls are worth
nothing, and as the bargain must be-closed
by money, she paid my mother one penny
for me, and I became bers. She had had
twelve children in all, but my husband was
the only survivor, Her husband smoked
opium, aud spent the money his children
earned, so that-one of his sons had- hapged
himself in despair. ' :

My mother-in-law. always gave me the
best she had, but that was unot much, 1
grew strong and large, and when I was cight
years old I ¢ould cook, spin, plant rice, and
‘help to turn the pump with which the rice-
ficld was watered. When I was fifteen, on
o, day chosen as lucky, I had the god of the
bedstead set up in & room of my own, and
lived with my hushand. After some years
I had two eons. My father-in.law died ;
and then we found that the land on which
our house was built belonged to someone
else. The owner tore it down and made a
rice-drying place where it stood. We then
mortgaged our only field for eight pounds,
and with this money built two houses, which
fell down soon after in a season of heavy
rain,

Three years ago, & man in our villaga be.
came & Christian ; soon after that two Bible-
women came to stop at his houge. My
mother-in-law and I used to take the chil.
dren in the evening and go to hear them talk,
My husband heard too, and we all believed
at the same time, My mother-in-law went
one Sunday morning five miles to Linden
Chapel, and when she came back at night
ghe went straight to the god of the bedstead,
and taking it out of doors threw it away,

came to the house, and after engaging in’
prayer took down the only other idolin the
house, the one we had inherited. from "our,
ancestors, and put it with its. fixtures in‘e
basket, which my mother in-law,carried aud
threw into the river, CEn

~When my own father and mother ‘hegrd
that L had become a Christian, they ‘were
very iuch distressed ; wy mogher cried,.and.
my father could not eat for four days; My
aunt came to tell me how displeased they
were, and that they wished me to put away
this new religion, but I told her to say that
anything else they might ask of me I could
do, but that this religion was something
that could not be put away.

Last ycar my husband, finding the times
hard, and boping to earn something abroad,
went to Manilla, Before he went, he did
not call a fortune-teller to find a lucky day,
and did not go to the temple to geta bag of
incense ashes to wear as & charm on his
breast, as he would have done had he not
been a Christian ; but we knelt down, with
the children, and asked God to take care of
us while he was gone, and bless him while
away, and bring him safely back.

Last month my eldest son, eleven years
old, was baptized., I did not know it be-
forehand, though four months’ previously
) he had told me he wished to join the church.
He did uot tell e, becanse he was afraid
the brethren would not receive him, I was
surprised, and thanked God, when I saw
him at the place of baptism.

_ My youngest son is five years old, and my
mother-in-law takes care of him while I aw
away from home. We have a house of
one room, which is mortgaged for two
pounds, My husband lately seut home two

father-in-law’s debts. .

I have been sorrowful from my childhood
up. I have never known a time when I
had not reason for great anxiety. But dur-
ing the  past year, though my earthly cir-
cumstances remain the same, I have been
almost happy, I know thab there is a
Saviour and a heaven, and that has taken
away seven-tenths of the weight of my

troubles.
_——m

THE RISK,

Every intoxicant has in it this character-
istic—it never satisfies the drinker, but
awakens a constaut demand for more, A
small glass whets the appetite for a larger
glass ; one drink creates a craving for a
second. This is not the case with any
wholesome beverage or food. Beef and
bread do not breed excess, 1began to drink
milk as soon as I got my eyes open, and I
still put my eyes to sleep every night by a

Afterward the Bible-woman named Love},

pounds ; but it was all used in paying my

find that one bowl creates a raging appetite
for two or three more bowls. A 'healthful
beverage satisfies & healthful appetite; a
hurtful beverage like wine or ale or brandy
kindles a morbid appetite which tends to-
ward an uncontrollable frenzy, ‘The more
aleohol there is in the drink the more fierce
is the frenzy. . e ,

This quality of alcoholic drinks is no

a brute of a Christian (if he' tamnpers with
it) just'ss'soon - as of a reprobate. One of
the most eloquent ministers of New Jeraey
delivered some of bis most eloquent dis-
courses under the stimulation of wine. He
imagined that “he'could preach better  for:
the stimulant. Butbefore he wus aware he
staggered in his' pulpit and was cited before
a church court for drunkenmness! Inagony.
of soul he confessed to his brother ministers
that nobody was so astonished at the dis:
covery that he had become an inebriate as he
was himself, He bad been playing with a
serpent ; bo began to do it with a good mo-
tive ; but the serpent stung him just as scon
as if he bad been the most graceless biack-
guard. [ venture to assert that there is not
a human being on the:face of God’s earth
who can babitually-useTintoxicating drinks
and yet - be perfectly, saf
specific promise -of:od’s. protection of any
Christian  wh gt with  alecohol—

—~Dr, The

THE SUNDAY SGHOOL LIBRARY.
ool superintendent in The
tes’of the influence of the
rtance of its being properly
Of“necessity, the time dur-
holars are under the direct con-
) I:influencs: of their Sunday-school
cachers is'short, and_that time is, or ought
)ibe; devoted to the Work of instruction in
‘Bible truths, All the rest of the week, even
With'those teachers who show the greatest
mount of personal interest in them, they
are subject to impressions which are often
d,k;trimentul rather than belpful ‘to théjr
‘caaracter. Ience, it is most important th
some ‘link should be found by means o
which the scholars ean be keptin unison
with their school infliiences, and by means
of which, also, some at least of the corrupt-
ing surroundings of the poorer children can
be counteracted. - The visite of the teacher
will provide this link to a limited extent,
but t6 a limited extent only, forit ts neither
possible nor advisable that teachers should
make too comstant visits to the homes of
their scholars, The objections, however,
which would obtain agawmst such continual
supervision cannot be urged against a book
from the Sunday school, On the other
hand it has—apart from its inherent value,
whatever that may be—a distinet power
and influence by the mers fact that it be-
longs to the Sunday school, It has that
power, too, not only on the mind of the
scholar who bas bruught it, but upon sll the
family, for every oune of them is reminded,
every time they see it, of the place whence
it came, and by a natural, an inevjtable,
train of thought, of the work which is
carried on there and of the day with which
that work is associated. The impoxtance
of thir is not always realized, and hence we
find many schools which have no libraries,
or which bave them so poorly and carelessly
stocked that their shelves offer no tempta-
tion to the majority of scholars. o

“Looked at in this light the immense
importance of care and judpment in the
selection and management of the school
library becomes patent, as does also the re.
sponsibility ‘resting Tpon those who have
the management of it, to see that the
facilitics they provide are in the cause of
good. Mueh depends’upon the man who
isto carry on the work. More, far more,
depeuds on ever bearing in mind-the fact
that the library is the connecting.link ba.
tween the Sunday school life and the week
day life, and on seeing that the contents of
the books, while as bright and attractive
and joy-giving as the religion of childhood,
are in thorough keeping with the memories
that the sight of them calls up.”

——————

The soul shall bave society of its own rank §
138 great, be true, and all the Scipios,

T'he Catos, the wise patriots of Rome, v
Shall floek to you and tarry by your side, |

i, There is not a|

ACcORDING to the St, James's Gazette, “The
auti tobacco people cught to have their at-
tentions called to the fact. that ‘tobacco-
‘blindness’ i8 becoming ‘quite’ a common
afliction,” At present there are several par-
sons being treated: for it at one London
hospital, It first takes the form of * color-
blindness ;" the suffurers who have smoked
‘themselves into this condition being’ quite

respecter of persons. It will make a fool or funable to distinguish the color of a piece of

red cloth beld up before them, . That is the
popular medical test, though there is’ also a
‘miore scientific one, Eventually the vietim'
“toftobacco blindness’ sometimes: loses his
.eyesight altogather, - Although smoking is
to a large’zextent the cause of the malady,
and 8o gives. it its name, heavy drinking i8
‘also partly ‘respousible. Unless the smok-
ing and drinking go. together, the ¢ tohacco-
blindness’ is not serious,. A proof of thisis,

he always ivsists on abstinence, when, as s
rulg, the sufferer gradually regains hissight.”
— Alliance News, o

SCHOLARS® NOTES,.
eFrom International Question Booky
LESSON IX.—NOVEMBER 27.
JESUS AND THE SABBATIL—~MATT, 12, L.14.
CoMMmIT VERSES 10-13, -
GOLDEN TEXT,
1t is lawful 1o do well on
days.—Math 12:12
CENTRAL TRUTH, -
~ The Sabbath was made for man, the whole
man, and all meun, :
DAILY READINGS.
M. Matt, 12 -4, . :
T, Mark 2:23-28; 3:1-6, .
W. Luke §: 8330, o
Luke@:1-1L
F. Johnm §: 1.9,
Sa. 1 Sam. 41 :1-6,
Sua. Isa 68 1-14.
él’lAllchLI.EL ACCOUNTS.—Mark 2:23-28; Luke
" . INTRODUCTION.—This incident tool place pro-
bably in the order of Luke, but it was during
the same summer as our last legson. It shows
that the new religion was gaining ground, siuce
it aroused such bitter opposttion. )
" 'HELPS OVER HARD PLACES.

1. JESUS WENT ON THE SABBATH DAY—
probably toor froin the gynagogue, . THROUGH.

the Sabbath

sl e "CoRN~tIElds of graiii (not Indian corn),

The ftields were unfenced and the path led
through them, PLUCK THE EARS—bis was al-
lowable by law, The Pharisces complained
only because it was on the SabLath, "2 Nor
LAWFUL—broke Lbeir Sabbath traditions, be.
cause they said that it was a kind of reaping,
and therefore work which was torbidden,
8, WHAT DAVID DID (1 Sam, 21:1-6)—he was
their hero and example, 5 THE PRIESTS IN
THE TEMPLE PROFANE THESABBATH—~d0 what,
would be Sabbath-breaking, if a bigher duty
did not. compel them to do it. Thelr work en-
abled others 10 keep the Sabbath religiously,
and theretore really kopt the Sabbath. 6, ONE
GREATER TILAN THETEMPLE-for whose wor-
ship the temple was built; the Son of God, and
therefore with authority over his own tem-
ples. . Therefore, if it was right for ihe
temple attendnuts to work on the Subbath,
how much more for him who was greater than
thetemple, 7, IWILLHAVEMERCY AND NOTSAC-
RIFICE—Obedicuce, kind deeds, are better than
any-mere forms of religion. 10, A MAN WUHICH
HAD HIS HAND WITNHERED—shrunken by dis-
ease or accldont, and incurable. THAT THEY
MIGHT ACCUSE RiM—Jesus himsell did not
plucik the grain, nor did le do anything 1o the
mau, bub eured:him by a word, 50 that the
Puarisees had no accusation they could bring
agelost his conduet. - . .
" QUESTIONS. .

INTRODUCTORY.~Wherg~did the evenis of
to-day's lessonoccur?. At what season of the
yeari R
SUBJECT: THE RIGHT USE OF THE SAB-

-BATH. B

. I. A QUESTION ABOUT KEEPING THE 8ARB.
BATH (v8. 1, 2).—What took place one Saobuth §
What. were cornfleldst  Was-~it,_righo for the
diseiples to pluck and eat the grutu?  (Deut.
23:45,) Did Jesus do ihis, a8 well as the dis-
ciples? -With whatdid the Pharisees tind fault i
Did the disciples break the fourth command.
ment$ What can you tell about the Pharisees'
way of keeplug vhe Saboath? o PR

-t )
How did this overlaying of the fourth com-
mundment with 80 muany ruales and regulutions
destroy the very spirit of the Sabbath? J

11, Jesus' ANSWER TO THE QUESTION (vs, §-
§).—Point out the three arguments by which
Jesus answered the Pharisees’ question. Relate
thestory referred o in ve. 3,4, (1 Sam. 21 ;1.4
-What was Christ’s argument? What was nis
argument in vs. 5, 61 How was Jesuy greater
than the tempte? What s the meaning of » [
will have merey and not sucrlfice”$ Where is
it fouud? (Hos 6:6.) What was Jesus' argu.
ment {n this quotation?  What iden do you get,
from thiese verses as 1o the true pringiple of
keepiug the Sabbath?  What dues he say in
Murk 2: %7, 21 Did Jesus abolish the Sabbath,
-ar confirin 1t1 How is the Sabbath Jgood for
mian's body! For hismind! ®or his'soult If
we make a pleasure-day of the Sabbath, are we
using it for the whole man{
the Sabbath i8 best for manf Show that the
Sabbath was made for all meun, (KExod, 20:.10.)
Have we & right to souse the Sabbatt as to de-
prive others ot its benefit?!  What things would
these two principles—theSabbath lor the whole
man, and, the Subbatl for all men—prevent us

What keeping of

. And comfort you with their high companys

fromdoingontheSubbath? What things would
they lead us to dof )

that if & doctor hasa case of it in hand,|

Y[2:7; Colilids;

70 - [RENTS

111, JESus' EBXAMPLE A8 TQ THE RIgOT
WAY To USR.TIE SABBATH (V8. $h14)—~What
exumplo O his “idea of Sabbath-keeping did
Jesus givell Who came 't the synagoguef
What. question - did - the Pharisees ask Jesus?
‘By what {llustration did Jesus: reply? What
does” -h ay 1t Is right “to do .on " the
SabbathT¥What things 151t right for us .to
do on. the:Sabbathi? . How did Jesus prove that:
ggbggiiﬁ_;mc,hgtiw to teach the truth about the

. +LESSON X.-DECEMBER 4.
. PARABLE OF THE SOWER—MATT, 13:1-0.
2 \QoMmiT VERSES 39,

,la’

" Ji' GOLDEN TEXT,
* The 'seed 18 the word of God.—Luke § ;11
| GLE. CENTRAL TRUTH. - -

We should roéeive the good seedsof God's
Word in honést and good bearts, and bring
forth frulywilh patience. ’
’ DAILY HEADINGS,

M. Mgt-130220 c
T. Mark g : 1-20,
i 4-18.

Gl 5 v16-25,

[ o
§ L;%mu.wu Accounts.—Mark 4:14; Luke

3

INTERFRETATION OF THE PARADLE—Mall.
13 ¢ 18-23; :Mark 4 : 13-20; Luke 8: 9-15,

INTRODUCTION.—Jesus .was . teaching in a
house, ingCapernaum  probably, and was
discussing™ with  the. Fharisces .when his
mother and breihren calied sor hiam, think-
ing he must/be out of bis mind. That same
day Jesus welil out to the seashore, where he
taught the muititude. .

i I~
HELPS OVER HARDPLACHS.

1, TH®-BAME DAY—a5 noled- in Intro.
duction. \SEA sipp—Sea of Gallles. 2, GREAT
MNULTITUDES-~literally, thegreatest, 1t was the
turning-point in his public teaching,  Instruc-
tion by parablesis now first'#iven by him. A
sHiP—a fishing boat. IN.PARABLES—as the
form besladapted®lo instract those who woutd
heed the truth, andxto conceal it from’ thuse
who would misuse it, and who were plotting
agatust bis life, WENT FORTH~{rom the vil.
iage like those in which the farmers of the Bast
lived. 4. WAY SiDE--in the tradden footpath
through the flelds. The flelds ara not fenced or
hedged: 6. STONY PLACES—where the rock
was barely covercd by theearth., 7. AMONG
TRORNS—amoug Lue roots of the thorus, which
bhad beon-burned down according Lo Orieptal
custom, aud which grew up quickly, strangling
the good seed. 8. SOME A" HUNDREDFOLD—ROG
an uncommen reburn,

. UHE SowER was (1) Christ, (2) the Apostles,
(3) all who preach or teach -the {ruth. The
LGOOD SBES. {8 the-Word- of God,s -hewAYSIug
HEARKRS are those whose hearts are hardenod
by neglect and sin so that tte truth. makes no
impression, and the wicked one, represented by
the fowls, piucks away the good seed, The
STONY URQUND HEKARERS. arg those who are
easily moved by excitement, by hopes of world-
Iy guod, but iii whose conscience and deeper
choices and character the truth does not take
rogls The TUHORNY GROUND HEARERS are thoss
tn whom- the guod seed is choked by tbe de-
ceitiuluess of riches, by cares and pleasures of

.the world.
QUESTIONS,

INTRODUCTORY (v8, 1, 4.—Where was the
series of parables in this chapter spoken? At
what senson ol vhe year? What 1s said of the
hearers? ' K'rom what place did Jesus speak ?
Why? What{s a parable ?

Why ditt Jesus speak in parables? (Vs, 10-
15.) ‘Would this plan gain & betteér hearing
among the, people? Whose fauit was it thai
the people ‘would pol understavd? How did
this teuehing help the diseiples?  What wus
Christ's derire for shem all? (BEzek. 18 :30.32 ;
83:11; ph, 6: K; John 3: 16.)

SUBJEUT: VARIOUS WAYS OF TREATING
. Qop's WORD,

1, TUHE SOWER AND THE SBEED (v, 3)—Have
you read the parallel accounts? Do you sup-
pose Christ conid have seen anysower at that
season? Describe the fields in which the sow-
ing wasdone. Why did he go forth? Whois.
the great Sower of guou seed?” Who else shonld.
be sowers? (Eecl. L:6; Ps, 126:5,)) Whatls
tho good seed? (Luke§:1).) In what ye~pects
is i ke seed ?-

1L Tni,Good SEED BY THE WAYSIDE (v, 4).
—What is meant by the wayside? How coulud
seed get there? Who are represented as re-
ceiving the seed by the wayside? (v. 14.)
Who by the birds of the air devouring the good
reeu? How does Satan tuke uway the good
seed from ~men's hearts 2 Give some ex.
amples "ol wayside. hearers. {Ex, 5:2; Acts
BBy
11L. Goon'SEED ON STONY GROUND (vs, 5, ).
—What i§~ineant by stony ground ¢ Why
wouid the geed here spring up nbusually quick?
Why would it wither as quickly 2 Who are re-
presented by such soll? (V8. %, 21) Why do
tuey fallsbaek so soon? - How can we tell
whettier wé are real Christlans or not? (Rom. -

Rev. 2:10,"26,) Give some
examples of slony ground hearers. (1L Sam.
19323, and 28; 16-14; Hos, 133 1-3; Gal, 5 :7)

IV, Goon'SEED AMONG THORNS (V. 7),.—How
could good 8eed fall amony thorus?  in what
ways do thorns ehoke the good seed? ” What is
represenleit by the thorus? (Verso22; Mark
4:10,) How do-these things interfere with
our religious-growth? Are they wrong in
themselvis?  What should we do with them?
(Mart. 6:33) Give some examples of thorny
ground hearers, (2 Pet. 2:15; Maut, 27:3, 4;
Actsd: LY o . L

V. THE“GooD SEED IN G00D S01L(VS. §, 9).—
What 18.meant by good ground? (Luke8:15)
W hat wasithe usual gield ofgrainin Palestine .
what mies the dd erence in the frultiuiness
of Corlstiing? Whatfruitdoes Christ warlt s
10 benr? “How can we bear much fruft? (Jobi;
16:5.) Aréwe sare of a good fruit if we’ sow”

5

good bowl of bread and milk ; but I do not| ~—Emerson. : f ; good seed'?' (Ps, 126 :5,) .
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