THE CATHOLIC.

de troubled at the thought; for, when  he spoke  of)
these mysteries, maany were seamdalized. “Fo pre-
vent this trouble and to remove ol uneasiness from
their minds, in their pasticipation of the mysteries
he set the first example; and this was  the reason
why ke drank his oron bood.” Saint Jerome de-
clares; Muses gave us not the troe bread; but our
Lord Jusus did.  He invitesus tothe feast and is
himself’ our meat; he cats with us and we reccive
and cat him.”> Would such ideas ever enter into
the heads of Calvinists, would they ever have come
inta the minds of the fathess, had  they not been
convinced of the real presence of Jesus  Christ
in the sacrament which he instituted at Lis last
supperi®
To puta finishing stroke to our proufs anda
terminagion to our reflection atready too protracted,
it ismostevident that the fothers believed and
taught the real presence of Jesus Christ in the Eu-
charis, it"they positively instructed the faithful and
the neophytes never to,approach but with senti-
ments of true and perfect adoration. Now the fa-
thers have not tailed toinculcate this precept, and
to require of them, toucther with the seatiments,
theattitude also of adoration,at the moment of
their approach to the holy table. “Each one must
in his wra receive the body and blood of the Lord
with the reverence and the fear duete the body of
such a King.”——A\pproach the chalice, says St.
Cyril of Jerusalem, not stretching out your hands,
but bending towards the earth, in a posture of ad-
oration, topay your homage.” St. Ambrose bears
testimony to this practice inthe Churches. The
following explanation supposesits existeace: “We
must say, therefore, that his footstool iz the earth ;4
anad by the earth we must understand the flesh  of]
KChrist, whick Lo this duy we adore in the holy mys-
teries, and which the apostles adored formerly in !l
kis persan.”  Saint Augustine, adopting the c.\pl:l-!
nation of his master in religious beliel, hears cquul"
testimony to the fact in these words: “Noone eat-
ing this flesh, without having first udored it And
on these words of another psalm: the nch ones ot
the carth have eaten and adored, he says: “The
nich ones, that is, the proud have also heen admnit-
ted tothe table of Jesus Christ; they participate in
his body and blood, but they adore only and are
not refreshed.”  And Saint Chrysostom: “The
magi formerly testified their respect to this divine
body, when lvingin the crib. ‘These Gentiles a-
dored him with respeetful fear and protound vener-
ation. You behold it not in the crib, but on the
altar; not in the avms ofa woman, but in the hands

A
ol the priest, and under the wiugs of’ the Holy
Sput, who descends with powerlul mfluence upon
the oblations.——Let us theiclore cseite ourselves
“e—and with reverential awe Lot us surpasseven
the wiagi in the warks ofour veneration ol the budy
at Curist.”™* e

* Compare the above iitstructions and practice
with thuse presented by your Eunglhish Church at
the present day to members of its conmmunion.
They too evidertly appear in the declaration issued
under Edward Vi, suppressed alterwards by the
pohitic Elizabeth, but ygrin re-estabiished in 1he
lurin which it still ap, cars at the end of the commu-
nivn service, under the reign of Charles Il who a-
greed to it, either frony weeknes or frum  compulsi-
un, but undoubtedly conirary to his own principles
and comviclions, as muy be learnt from tw.. docy-
ments in hisown band writing discovered afler bis
death by his brother James 11. who certifies their
authenticity- Now this declaration turus ypon the
manuer prescribed of receiving the communion on
the knees: ““It is here declaseu tat no udoration is
intended, or ought to be done, e¢ither unto the
sacremental bread and wine there dodily received,
or unlo any corpural presence of Christ’s nitural
flesh and blood. For the sacramental breud and
wine remain still in thelr very nutural substances,
and therefure may not be adored, for that were idol-
atry to be abhorred by all faithtul chris jans) and
the natural bedy and blood of out Saviour "Christ
are in heaven, und not here, it being ageinst the
truth of Christ’s natural body tv be at one time in
more placesthan one,”. .

This declaration is manifestly directed aga;jnst
tran-ubstantiation, since it is there said that the
bread and wine-are bodily reccived, and preserve
their natural substance. It attacks or at least de-
nies any presence ol'Christ, by the mere fact of

You are now cnabled to obseive the close connec-
tion between the particular and general proots, the
light mutually imparted by thém, and that accond -
unce from which they Loth derive udditional
strsngth.  In fact these dogmas, which the disci-
Pline of the church obliged these people to conceal
from the unbelievers and the CatecLumens, were
the very same that were disclosed and eaplained
to the Ncophites previous to their »dmission to
purticipation of the Eucharist.* Now we have
seen that they were made acquainted with the al

tar and the sacrifice, the real presence, and the
unbloody immolation of the victim, the change of
the bread and wine into the blood and body of Je.
sus Christ, and consequently the necessity of ado-
sation in recetving then..’l hese dogmas are there-
fore effectually concealed under the disciplive o}
secrecy, This, goodsense had led us to suppose,
and reasoning had improved our supposition into

suppreséing adoration; for, if, while ~excliding
from e Eucharist a corporal presvnce of the natu-
ral body of Clirist, they bad permitted the belief
of a sacramental presence of his glorified and spir-
itunlized body, so far fron suppressing, they must
undoubtedly bave united with antiquity in Jpayin
aoration which is notless due to the ‘sacranménta
preseuce of the plorified body, thun to the corpo-~
ral presence of the natural body of this divine per-
8. . .

Ilow painful to me wasthe discovery of such
expressions attached to your rubric actually in
force at the present! How I deplore the condition
of those, who (rom their carliest youth unconsci-
ously imbibe the puison of sucha doctrine! Lan-
guage has not terms to exposesuch a declaration in
its own disgraceful enormity: it can only be ef-
faced by tears. From the re-publication of this
declaration in 1662, may, in my judgment, be dat-
ed tke unfortunate ISpoch, when sacrementari-
an upinions hegan to prevailin the English Church,
This church had formally rejected them under
James 1, and Charles 1. ““The Kinyg ucknowledg-
es Jesus Christ truly present, and truly adorable in
the Eucharist.” And again. ““We “adore with
Saint Ambrose the flesh of Jesus Christ in these
mysteries.”

‘““Lhe sounder (and more sensible) Profestants,

* “We must then believe that Jesus Christ put;
himselfinto his mouth;” exclaims J. J. Rosseau in
atone of triumph against the mystery of our Euch-
arist, asif he had discoversd something as original
as eareastic.  He knew full well that venerable an-|
tiquity hiud thousgiit of tins long before Lis time, and
that this most just consequence, incomprehensible
though it be 10 human intellect, had in no wise
-shaken the reliance due 10 the word of a God-man
in the mind of the great archbishabof Coanstan-
tnaple, of the learned solitary of Bethlehem, and
of at the most enlightened characters of the primit-
ive agee.

it . e

make un hesitation to adore Christ in the Euchn-
rist.  For on receeiving the Eucharist , Christ is
TO BL ADORED WITH TRUE LATRIA"
T1s 2 manstrous error of the rigid Protestants, who
maintain that Christ is not to be adored in the Eu-
charist, except by an inward adoration of mind, but
not with any ouiward act of adoration, ‘such as
kaceling or other such posture of the body. All
theso do not believe aright of the presence of Christ
in the Sacrmment, he be.ng present there in a won-
derful but real manner,

I suppase the body and blood of Christ may be
adored,, wheresoever they sre; and must: be ador-

cd by a good Christian, where the custom of the
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conviction. But now, facts speak aloud, and fair-
ly and perfectly demonstrate the effects of reason
and argument,

And because this instruction of the ncophytes,
with the exclusion of the Catechumens, is ancient
as christianity, it follows, that the doctrines in
which they were instructed previous to the com-
munion, are of an eniginzl equally ancient and a-
postolical. Again, the instructions delivgred to the
neupbites turned upon what they were soon to be-
hold upon the altar, on the essential part of the li-
turgy, at which they were for the first time. to as-
sist. on the prayers they were to hear, and on the
worship rendered by the faithful to Jesus Christ.
ftis then certain that the altar, the sacrifice, the
victim, ite presence effected by the change of its
immolation gifts offered, the adgration of ii, all
dogmas then made knowa to. the peophites, formed
an essential part of the liturgy. ‘Thus the chain of
our proofs is unbroken and ¢omplete. The’privgge
instructions givén to the neophites, plainly shew
what was kept cencealed from the catechumens
and unbelievers, as also every thing essential con-
nected with the Christians n the liturgies. Such
Sir, is the character of truth: the more it is exam-
ined, the more plain and mannifest daes it appear:
the more it is scrutinizedin oll its bearings, the
the more solid and satisfactory it is found.

And now, Srr, if' those illustrious prelates of the

church which a Christian isobliged to communi-
with. requires it. _And is not the presence thereof
in the sacrament of the Eucharist,a just occasion
to express on the spot, by that bodily act' of adora-
tion, the inward honor,which we alwa}ys bear to-
wards our Lord Jesus Christ, as God? Not
to baulk that pardon, which hath led me to publish
these my sentiments: I do believe that_ it was so
practised (adoration was paid) and dene before re-
ceiving the symbols in the ancient church; which I
maintain to bave been from the bepinning the_true
church of Christ, oliging all to conform to it, in 2li
things within the power of it.”

* What have we in the church concealed from the
public? "The sacrements of baptem and the -Bu-
chariist, for our guod worksare.seen by, the Pagug
while the sacrements remain concealed from them.
But it is preci-ely the things they donot see that
give rise to that which strikes them in our conduct.

~St. Aug. on Pa, CllI. Vol. 1V, p, 1140,



