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e Indeed, T grant Christ is not wronged in his; In whatmanner evil spirits receive their know-
acdiation ; itis no impicty to say, as they of the; ledge, toexercise their power, I do not understand;
1toman Chureh do, kuly Mary pray for me; holy, but pray is it unrcasonable to believe, that heaven-
Toter pray forme , ¥ p. 118, And again I see; ly spirits, by thelight of grace and glory, know as
.rabsurdity in nature, no incongruity unto analo- 'much, at the very least, as evil spirits mithout
2y of faith, no repugnaney atall to sacred scrip- , that light? i -
arg, much less iLpicty, tor any oo to say, huly,  Is it unreasonable to believe, that blessed spirits
sngel guardiva pray for me.” .have at least as much power in protecting man, as
It 35 trac, The same Protestant Bishop seens iu,, internal epirits in destroying man? Is it unrea-
w anuthee place to express a doubt whethier the, sonable to believe, that the blessed spirits who sur-
awiits can heai of hauwe our praycrs. round the thraneof God, have atleast as much zcal
* Could T vumie at them,” Le says; ¥ or certainly  for the salvauon of man, as infernal spirits for his
wotm themof wy state, without any questiun, urydamnation?  Finally isit unreasonable to suppose
wwre ado, I would readily and willingly say, holy | that the blessed in heaven, areas able and willing
Putcr, blessed Paul, pray for me ; recommend my ¢ to plead in our behalf, asevil spirits are to accuse

¢ase unto Christ Jesus our Lord. Were they,

watli me. by 1w, ininy henning, I would run with
pes arms and fall upun ny knecs,and watl aflee-
t,un desire them to pray fur me,”

The only difliculty then with this good Bishop is
'us uncertainty whether the saints can have any
knowledge of the petitions made to them; but this
Wit ulty scems to b cumpledy removed by the
Jeclaration of scripture, that there-is joy-in Heaven
at the conversionof a sinner.  St. Augustide (Lib,
e Cura pro Mort. ¢.26.) moves the same difficul-
1y, confessing it above the reach of his reason, to
nnderstand how the saints relieve those that cail
apon them. Yet he, withll the holy fathers and
auctors of the Church, maintains that the saintsdo

us?

The secretsof hearts havebeenin manynstan-
cesknown o mortals.  Thus Eliseus.n hushouse
koew the king’s intention totakelus head. Kings
iv. 63 thus, the same Eliseus knew what passed

’bctwccn his scrvant Giegi and Naaman, when
'himself wasgabsent.  Kings iv. 5.

St. Peter knew the sacrilegious fraud acted pri-
vately between Ananias and Saphira. Acts v.
\What wwas possible forfeeble mortals,: by the light
of grace, ehoild that bo impossible forthe blessed
saints, who have both the light of ‘grace and. .glory
of whom St, Paul says, ¢ they sco and: know. God
face to face, even as they themselves -ave-known.”
1Cor.xiili, Much more.might:be said om the sub-

erfginly nssist udy and mtcrvedo for ouch os cahy ject : enough har heen mid ta convince the-candid

apon them.

Duvine mysterics, as Ehave alrcady observed,
always offer difficulties to the human understan-
sung. The present difficulty however,.is not alto-
getuer isuperable o human reason; oonthe cun-
wrary, dear siry the Gathohc belief on the present
subject must, on examination, teet theapprolsation
of reason, ;

Would itnot be unreasonable,.even .impious, to i
sssert that-the sunts and angels, assisted. with they,

«zhit ofgrace and glory, de not know as much ss
-fernal spirits, who are deprived of bath. Now
sty atss certamn that eval spirns have a knowledge
«i us, and m a great measare know not only our
Ptivns, -but even our thoughts,

" ‘The accuser of our brethren, the Devil, 13 cast
«o5th, who accused them before our God day- and
hight”  Apoe. il 10,

How could Satan know the disposition of Job, as
** appears he did in some measnre, when he tried

teader; {hat Catholicsare not guilty of superslition,
m honouring: those.whom - God bimself chooses -to
honour, and. in expecting much fromisthe -interces-
‘cessiou and.proteotien. of those-blesged angels-and
'saints, seho- survound tho throne of God, and-whose
thoughts, desires, affections, charity, zeal &c.: are
in-perfect unison with  God’s holy avill .and infi-
nite charity. )
It can be no superstition then. to believe that the
saints-desire our salvation, because God desires it.
'It can be no superstition-to believe that the saints
1 kuow ourthoughts and desires (which even the De-
|vils know, ) the scripture declaring that the repen-
|fance of the sinner on carth causes joy among the
blessed in Heaven, Luc, xv, .
It can be no superstitionto expect much from
the protectinn of those, who by the spirit of God,
are declared to be appointed ministering spirits for
our salvation. Hecb. 1, and whoare again decla-
red to have power, and to be rulers of nations, A-

Figutmost to make hym faiy away from the serwce”l’"c'ﬁ' It can be no superstition to apply.to the

. God? _ How canthe Devil * go about like a
aring lion (1 Pet. v, 8.) scelung whom he may
1("\ our,”iChe has noknowledge atall.oftheinward
siispisitions of men? . .

] How did the same evil spirit know thatour Sa-
viurwas fasting, when he tempted lum ta change
Stones into bread 2 . Matt. iv. 8.

** The Devil cometh, says Chnst, and taketh the

intercessian of those, who in holy writ are declared
intercessors in our behalf, Zach.i, § ii. Mach.
xv. Itcan be no superstition to bolieve, ,that the
intercession of.the saints sLheaven will be, of moxe
'a.vail towards.deciding the fate of men and nauons,
than the intercession of ten .mortals.wounld bave
been in: deciding.the fate of.a oity.  Gen,.xviii, or

the intercession of due man. (Job) in deciding.the

word nut of their hear, lest believing, they should fat;ofhis\ three. fricnds.

br saved.” Luke viii, 19,
The Devil then canseeinto

ermitme, dear sir, to ask you one question ;

the hearts of men ;|| Are you very castain, thatthe Kord, whose.deczecs

“ven hus the power 1o take the word oitfofit, ‘and {ave inscrutable, bas not perhaps.made your salva-

« DUt evilin ats place,

- -

lti.on dependeat on theintercession of somoe cirtajn
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snint, or saints? Are you altogethor certain, (it
your own prayers will preve sufficient to obtain nov,
and in your last hour, a full dpplication of the mfer-
its of your dying Saviour? the Lord, it is true, is
mecciful beyond expression, but he cails himself a

jealous God. Areyou certain, that the Lord %

not offended, that his wrath isnot kindled to the
highest degree, at seeing those neglected and gdes-
pized upon carth, whom he so much cxalts and
hooours in heaven ?

Are you certain that those will ever be asgociated
in the enjoyment of eternal glory, to the blessed
saints in Heaven, that bed no communication with
them onearth ?

The Apostles creed Ihelieve in God &g, mukey
menticn of the communion of Saints which is tite
nintb article of said creed. Pray, which Church
is it thatreally, andnot 2o words alone, holds ‘ami
believesthe communion of Saints in every sense ¢t
the word,

Forgive me, dear siv if my zeal for the salvatign
of my Protestant fellow-mortals causes me-sbmefi-
mes tojoverstep the bounds of my subject, and of my
original plan, which was'to .cxculpato Roman Cut
tholics from the guilt of superstition.

To be gonfiuieh

From the Cafholic Press.
BISHOP FISHER'S EXECUTION

M. Editor~Dedd jn his $hurch History, gywves
the following very affectiog and edjfying .account
of the exccutionof Bishop Fisher, Victim .of 4he

Reform of England. He copies from Br. Fullew’s
Protestant History. -
“After the Lieutemant of the Tower had recervett
the writ for hig execution because it was-then very
late and, the prisoner aslegp, he was loth fo:deprive
him of his rest.  Butin themorning before five 01
the clock he:came tohim-iirhis chamber :and -fine
ding him yet asleep, waking him he told;him. he
was come tohim on a message from the, . King,
and his pleasure was that he should suffer that
forenoon. 'Well,_ guoth the Biskop, sf this-be your
errand, you bring me go, great news: for- I lirve
looked along time for that message, andl mpst
humbly thank his majesty,-that it pleases him: to
ridme from alk this wordly business ; yet letme, by

your patience, sleep an hour or two, for. 1 have
slept very3ill this night (oot for any fear of-death
I thak God) but my reason ot by great infirmity
and weakness, The King’s pleasure is fariicr,

said theylicutenant,that you shall use aslittlespeech
as may be especially ofany tlung touching-ids
majcsty whereby the people should have 4oy case
to think of him,.or his proceeding, otherwige than
well. Forthatsaid he, youshall see me order myseil:
asby Gud’s grace neither the King, norany.man
clse shall have occasion to nuislike.my words.
With.which answer the licutenant.departed ffam

him : and so the prisonce falling agam to-vestdiapt
soundly two-bours and-more ;. and-after he vas
awakenced called to his.man tohelp him up butest
cammanded bim to take away his_.shirt of  hai
(which he customairly wore) and to.convey. it pra
vily outof thre house ; and fnstead fhereof fo Jay




