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-ancient landl. At the same timie, wve see in verses 23-30, Judah
shall be delivered from, the powver of Babylon, and shail dwell
again securely in its old honte. Then no longer shall Israel
hold itself aloof from Judah in the old way, but it shall recog-
nize Jerusalein as the centre of the national lil'e and the dwell-
ing-place of its God (verses 6 and 12). Now, it is cet-tain that
what is here said of Israel bias neyer been fulfilled. Israel bias
neyer liad any possession of its aneient territory, nor bas it, in
.any sense, had a dwehing,-place upon the mnountain of Samaria.
It is equally clear that these words can have no fuflirnent in
the future, for the distinction betw'een the two kingrdonis,
such a distinction, at least, as these words suppose, and sup-
pose to be continuous, has utterly perislied. Moreover, even if
we could suppose this distinction to be yet in existence, as the
advocates of the Anglo-Israel notion dlaim, stili the prcphecy
-could have no fulilment, for the time indicated in the pro-
phet's words, when rightly interpreted, as the timie of the
ecoming to pass of the things spoken of, muist appear in the fui-
-filment to make the fulfilment a real one. A prediction which,
errs in the time of the îiredicted. event is as unfulflled, or as
false, as one wldich errs in the fact.. But the tinte to which the
prophet refers throughout our chapter, is the Lime immediately
succeedingr the Babylonian exile. It is in this time, and with-
out the intervention of a worse captivity or exile, that thie events
of this chapter are, according to the prophet's teaching, to be
realized. To scatter the nation agrali through tbe long cen-
turies of tbe present, dispersion, and then to cause even the
,events foretold in this chapter to corne to pass, would not be to
fulifil the prediction of the prophiet Jeremialh. If there is a
promise made arnong men to pay flfty dollars to a certain per-
son next week, it is not considered a keeping of one's word to
pay the. money to bis children twenty years after bis death.
This may be a commendable fornm of conduct, a sbowing of
works meet for repentance. but it is not a fulhilling of pro-
phecy.

Let us take, as another case of unfulflled prophecy, Isaiah
lxvi. 12-24. In the discussion of this passage, we use the term,
Israel in its broader sense. As thus employed, it denotes the


