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and ourselves in better huntor and condition for study.
Vet as we enjoy the refrshing sea-breze -here--, - do
tîot forget those in Ssmulcotta and Corassada, wbere the
heat ià close and opressive day and night. The hot
season is in Cocanad, but we arc flot there.

Pentarottah, May 6th, z 886, .SILEL

The Story of Umtnana.
in a village Juot across the river front Tuni mucli

eIvanglitic workt ba ben dons by sur native prearbers
and by Martbs, thc Bible-womsus connected witb titis
station. M a mosult of Mp±Isas efforts, about a year
ago, a certain Shudra woman named Ummano, became
deeply intereated un tic trutis tauglit. Front the tinte
she firit beard tic Gospel sibe embracedc every opportun-
lîy of gaining a fuller knowledge of tbe way of hie, com-
ing frcquently t0 our meetings, and soan gave ervidence
of sound conversion. On my raturn from Canada in
July 1 cord of bier rase, and found tbat sbe was rcady
and anxious talbc baptized. A few weeks passed before
bier baptlnm, Uic delay arising frornt lioitation on the part
of tbc churcli, radier than on ber part. Not tbat any
doubt was cntertaincd as t0 the gensineneso of bier con-
version; but as bier baptiont would bie sure to bie follow-
cd b~ more or less domesuir persecution, and perliaps
expulsion froin bier borne, it wos boped tbat sometiing
might be donc towards conciliating her busband ansd
erirr0rhis consent ta the step wbich sbe contemptatedi.
Meonwhl obeh came rcgularly t0 suir meetings, ansd
listenÎd witb carneot attention to tbe preacbing ofthei
Word. In August sle was baptIses, and receivcd into
the fellowsliip of Uc rlurch. Wlen bier busband learnesi
wboî lad happened lie ordercd ber to ]cavc thc bouse,
and taire care of berseIf. She declineil t0 go, protesting
tbat Uiat was ber home, and sbe intendesi 10 stay. Her
brother, wbo lives in another part ofth Uicne village,
came and v~ angrily ordered ber away, telling bier &he
must neyer gthk 0f coming near bier friands again. Sne
told bun tat bis family need not visit bier, and she
wouldn't trouble themt but she did not intcnd to leave
bier borne. Intense feelings were aroused against lier
amoog bier caste ncigbbors, and sbe wos subjected tu no
small amount of angry abuse and denuticistion. Site
rcrnsincd, bowcver, tbroogli it ail, noîwitistanding tle
efforts that werc made t0 drive bier away. Finding iliat
words were unavailîng, bier busband detcrrned t0 starve
bier sut, and rcfuocd ta supply bier witli food. Site tben
tried Ioi support hersell b y doin& o certain kinti of cooly
work (cleaning rice) for hier ocîglibors; but tbey would
give bier nothing t0 do. She undertook ta buy rite,
dlean it, and offer il for sale ; but no one would bu y frorn
lier. SIc was refused sheaker inside lier busband'o bouse,
and for sorte lime was obligesi t0 pose lier nig bts on the
verandait. Tis continued until aie became i, probably
Ibrougli exposure of ibis lrind durlng thc ei y1 scason,
wben Martba remonstraîed vith Umnsna's usbaind,
and persuaded lim to shlow ber to stay selthio doors at
ni g lt. Tbosgb this prvileg seas granted, lie stifi
refused.10 givo bier foodri Ratler than sec bier suifer we
lsad t0 corne t bier relief. Sbe sasm offércd s borne on
Uic mission cotopouni, but preferred ta remain ivîcre
sic seas, believing Uiat if obe once left bier borne, to live
anysvberc aise, she would neyer lie alloes ta retorD.
Sbe seemcd fillcd seith religions zeol and fervor, and
thougb continuing t0 byve among ber osen people, sbe
sccupled lier lime in assisting Marta is evangelistîr

work. For sote time tbe ili seill of lier neiglibors
seerned t0 bc abating; active persecution bail ainst
reascd, snd il ws bopesi Uiat sbe would lie able tn live
perrnanently in ber busliands bouse and jtpeac a witb
Usose about bier. But tbis bope seas doomes ta disap-

pointment.Ys Ty eicuigsiri revived, and mani-
fetd tcf in various ways T h c wlsoIe limily (incbud-
ing liusband and daugliter) seere: Put under thie ban.
Ummana seas not allowed ta drsw water trois a wel
near iheir bouse, sebere she bati been accustorned ta
obtain il for year. Large stouts seere Ilirosn iot Uiéir
yard by invisible parties, cvidently wi màlicious pur-
pose, saime of sebidl fell vcry near the daugliter sebile
sitting aI Uic door. The busbandus business seas boy-
cottedi and bcame unrernunerative. And il was evident
Uiat tiseir neiglibors liat formed s seitled purose 10
drive tbemn awoy. Tbey stood it as long as tbey could,
but finally lad to yield. So ai a certain tinte, afraid t0
remain any longer, tbey left tbeir bouse, and sought
refuge in Uic mission compund. 1 wsea on tour ai tbe
lime, and found tbem livre oo my return. And licre Uiey
are stili. Under thie circumstaisces it seoulsi seem less
than Chiristian *0 refuse t1cm an asyluis. Se*veral
monîis; a go the daugliter professesi conversion,' and
unittE seul tiec durci. WithLn a few days the liusbaisd
folloed the example of seife and daugiter, and wsea
reccîved on profession of failli Umossos, seben seeli,
dites gond work as a selîneos for the truti. She is evi-
dently a seoman of more blian ordinar ability and
strength of purpose; and of thie depth and since4~ot
lier faitit it scems impossible to doulit. Tbougi seitiout
education, I bave nu doiibt she will prove, if spared and
llessed seith bealîli, a valuable hallier in our seosk aing
Uie womeri. The busbani lias becs ill for sorte lime,
but is slowly recovering. Mter bii bealth is suffiricntly
resiored, lic may, perliap5, be aile t0 do sometliing again
at bis former liusiness-wcaving. Tic daugliter, a
seidose, cigliteen yeara ot age, seili plrolably lie sent t0
the boarding sc soui n Cocanada ai Uie 1ieginxsing of
île nexi tenu, in Augiiot- Sinre crmingliere, the
parents bave bot bad s mudli siekucas tsat Uiey rould
sot well dispense witb lier belp

The trials sebidl titis famil bave badti 1 endure in
cort6equence of Ibeir chiange of religion may seeli awaken
tse liearty sympatby of ail sec become acquaintesi with
tbe taris, and I bope they will be rememberes in the
prayers of tbose sebo rend titis communiration. Tbey
bav been obligesi in a certain sense t0 iv u for
Christ, andi I trust Uicy may le enabled to rize titat
titeir spiritual gain is abondant compensation for ail
tbeir temporal lusses.

Tbe=prece oftlis family illustirates t0 soute entent
thc tremedu dificultico Usat beset Use iotroduction of
Cliistianity among caste people. Wbcs it is lcnown
titat all caste converts are hiable 10 perserutios of this
sort, or seorse, it causoot be surprising tbat sa fesv bave
courage ta openly coofess Christ. [n spcaking of the
caste systern as an obstacle t0 mission work in ibis
country, saine ose bas describei il as the master-piece
o! Satas ansd probably no ladion missionary seould
liesitate ta endorse titis verdict. Il stands riglt stress
sur paîli, and resisto our progreos aI cvcry step. Even
asnong non-caste people the caste spirit prev)l, and
binders ta s greater or less culent, ourwsork tlere May
God bustes the lime wlien this gijni yteto i
q uit y aitd opression shlebiae srw and the rsid
shall bave fiee course among ait classes oÏ the peuple.

G. F. C.
Tuni, May 12, 1886.


