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ROYAL ARCH MASONRY IN
MAINE.

Proceedings (if the qevcn(h Annual Con1-
vocation of the Grandl Chapier of Maine
l'art Il."

Vie are indebted to R. E. Stephien
B3erry, G. S. for the annmal report of
the Grand Chapter, which is got up ini
bis usual excellent style. Tl'le Grand
Hili Priest, M. E. Seward S. Stearns,'
referring to Capitalar M\asonry iu
Maine, says:

IIt is with great pleasure that 1 arn
ablit to annouince a substantial and
healthy increase iu mernbersip the last
v'ear, some'vhat larger, if I mnistake not,
than hieretofore, showing that the effeci
of the financiai depression upon Capi-
tular Masonry lias reached its lowest
ebb, and that we may look forwvard to
an era of progress and prosperity lu
this branch of our beloved fraternity.

It seerns, from what can be learned
throligh visitationE, letters and conver-
sations from and ~W-tli proniiluent corn-
panions, that througlîout the state.there
is a graduai but sure advance to'vard a
more correct and inipressive rendering
of the work of the several degrees.
Newv appliances and para phfirnalila,
more enthusiasm and study are having
and producing an effect upon the work
that is ta he hoped wili grow more
marked with each succeeding year, s0
that the milestone of our progi-ess
during this year, though niarking the
thiree score and ten years allotted to
huinan life, may niar:c but the begin-
ning of a vigorous and energetic man-
hood for our cherishied institution."

D. D. G. H. P. Almon C. Vihite, in
his report introduces the question of
refreshments at Chapter meetings,
Nvhichi seems to, be still a debatable
question iii Maine.

Il nearly ail chapters tl'ere lias
been a supper or collation served at
close of work. 1 arn well awâre niany
condemun this practice ; they are, how-
ever, usually of the sort who hold to

the old puritani idea that duty shoulci
be stripped of ait pleasant association,
and performied simiply for doty's sake.
1'hey overlook the fact that althoughi
one niay feel pleasure iu a duty done,
it l)ecornes vastly mor-e pleasurable ini
the performance when surrounded by
the pleasant accessories of life.

IlI believe that it would be to the
material advantage of every chapter to,
have srne kind of refreshaients ai
least t'vO ot thi-ce timies a year. I do
tiot advocate anything elaborate ; sand-
wviches and coffee, or somethingsimnilar,
ivill fill the bill ; and ]et one of the
occasions be on the visit of tie Grand
Officci-. It would bring oui sonie ai
least w~ho do flot attend regularly, and
afford them ain opporîunity to profit
by any advice o,- instruction given, and
I doubt not %vould be the mneans of iu-
creasing the attendance and mieinber-
ship), and of strengîhiening the finances,
and furtheî- promioting inierest and
good ftlowshiip."

TIhe present nutabe- of ruembers,
5714:. Exaited, 373 ; Afrnliated, 22; and
Re-instated, 7. Henry S. X-Vebster, (',.
H.- P. ; Rufus H-. Hinkley, G. T'.
Stephen Berry, G. S.

In concluding the report on Foreign
correspondence, M. E. Comp. Josiali
H. I)runiniond, chairman, gives the
following statistics of the 50 Grand
Chapters -eported upon : Membership>
i195,58o0; Exaltations, 13,442; Admis-
sions.and Restoratio,îs, 3,151 Iimis-
sions, 3,889 ; Expulsions, 6o ; Suspen-
sions, 68 ; Suspensions for non-pay-
ment of dues, 4,133 ; Deaths, --,818.
In conclusion Comp. Drumminond says -

Ilu our report iast yeLlr, ive ex-
pressed the opinion, that the then cur-
rent year wvould show the effeci of the
financial depression to even a greater
extent than the year before. The re-
suit justifies oui- expectation ; the net
gain lu mnibersluip lias fallen off froni
over four and one-haif per cent. to less
than three and one-h-alf per cent. Tihe
exaltations have fallen off soniewha t,
while the admissions and restoration s
have increased ; the dimissions have
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