Y

204 ' YHE CANADIAN ORAPTEMAN,

' MASONIC COLLECTIONS.

. Latterly an inoreased interest in
the gathering and preserving of Ma-
sonic relics, etec., has been noticeable,
and several important collections of
articles of special interest to the Craft
have already been made. Individaal
«collectors like Bro. Robert ¥. Bower,
of JTows, who died a few years ago,
“have used their time and means with-
out stint in obtaining rare books,
-pamphlets, engravings, medals, docu--
ments, and other drticles bearing
apon the history and progiess of the
Fraternily, while several Grand Bodies
$ecoming intérested in the same line
-of research and accumulation have
-gathered collections of no small value.
owa, liaving purchased the Bower
«wollection and united it with its own
xich store, holds the foremost place
among sueh acoumulators. The
Masonic Library- and Museam at
Cedar Rapide contains 4 sufficienicy
of rich and rare treasures of Masonit
Jnterést to enable it to Hold an expo-
sition of 'its own. New York hds be-
gun the aequiring of & similar col-
dection. Apartments have been set
aside in the Masonic Temple, New
Xork city, for a Library and Museun,
and a committee has been appointed
*“to collect Masonie and archazological
‘dhjects, tb ‘be deposited in the Ma-
#onie Hall for the iniformation of the
Oralt, agwell as t0 excite their zoal
snd interest as to-gratify their com-
wmendable eariosity.” Already much
Jhag been done in the direction indi-
oated. Several other jurisdietions
have made 4 beginding in the like
movements; and still others-are con-
midering the matter.

Massachusetis at the quarterly ses-
sion of the Grand Lodge, March .9,
1887, took action in favor of under.
&aking the gatherings of such-collec.
tion. ‘A committed; of which Brother
Richurd Briggs was chairman, pre-
wented & report, thé coirclusion. being
as follows:— C

“Your oomtnittee are cobfident
that there is no Better field in whish
to seek for the valuable treasures they
-aré treating of, than our own State..
Masonry has existed here, in regular
organized forms, for more than one
‘hundred and fifty years. From Mas-
sachussetts, as the fountain-head, has
sprung nearly all the Masonry of the
North American continent. The
principal heroes of our Revolutionary
War were the most active and de-
voted Masons of their time. We be-
lieve, therefore, that it is only need-
ful to make known & wish to organize,
under the auspices of this Grapd
Lodge, such a collestion as ciler
Grand Lodges have commenced, and
the response will be prompt and gen-
erous. The Grand Lodge of Massa-
chusetts is not wont to be backward
in any Masonic work; and your com-
wittee are of the.opinion that s por-
tion-of its acoustomed zeal and entergy
may well be expended in this.-dires-
tion. Woe therefore recommend thab
the Grand Master -be requested $o
‘appoint a standing vommittee on -tHe
oollection of curiosities of -the. Ciaft:
and that said committes be sllowed to
preserve and display such articles-of
Magonioc interest as they may be able
fo gather, in the Magonic Temple, i
Boston, subject t0 such assignment of
space and to such rales:as'the Busd
-of Directors may preseribe.” )

The Gre.nd Lodge accepted the re-
port, adopted its recommeindations,
and appointed a committee consisting
of Bros. Richard Briggs, Otis 1. Weld
and Theophilus G. ‘Wadman to ach
under its terms. It is expected thsd
& room will be assigned them and
generous aid given in the work théy
wiil attempt to do. It is a forward
movement thus entered upon, and we
liope that it will be vigorously prose-
cuted and generously sustained. Mag-
sachusetts ought to gather an exten-
sive and valuable ¢ollection of sxticles
relating to the rise and progress of
Freemggonry in the ancient. common-
wohltl;. and - elsewhero; and we- miy-
well ‘dnticipaty thikt the solleution tiow
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