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School work and rosponsibility do wot end with the develop-
ment of ability to do good intellectual work. Thero is .further
dumanded a woll-matured desire to know the best things, and a

desire to lenrn them in the best way. It is this latter part of the
work that wmust be insisted upon, especinlly in these days whon
methods of intellectual effurt have attained such mumoentuw,
The old-time country schoul furnished the scholastic desire with-
out training in any methuds ;-und the modern achool, with all its
methods, will come into disvespoct if it neglects to supply ns keen
n desire ns was imparted to our fathers upon the hillside.—7%e
American Teacher.

The Whitby Collegiate Institute took a somewhat now doparture,
and one which may be worthy of wide imitation, in having a May-
day celobration this year. Pracipal Embree explains the objects
aimed ot as follows in a lettor to tho Chronicle:  ** I have frequently
obsorved that the eagernoss with wlich our youth engage in compe-
titions of any sort is generally propurtioned to the intrninsic value of
the prizes offered fhe competition, The spirit which induced the
old Greeks to engaro in contests for a simple garland of olive or
laurel seoms to bo wanting in our day. However excellent in itself
a game or ammusement may be as n means of exercise or ret  ation,
it fails to attract until it becomes associatod with money-making, or
with some sort of gambling. 1t is with a view to countevact this
ovil tendency and to encourage the celebration of true manly and
womanly qualitics that the May-day ceremonies have been intro-
Aueed.  The girls olect as My Queon the ono whom they consider
most worthy of their esteem, und the boys in like manner elect the
Dux—the highost womanly and m mly qualities respectively being
wlone considered in making a choice. Those who receive the sui-
frages of their fellow.pupils are awarded only a simple badge in
addition to a floral wreath and wand, but they receive also booksor

ther gifts which they present to thos: of their fellow-pupils whom
they think most deserving. The same-qualities which gavo the
donnrs their election are suppused to determine the choice of the
recipients of the gifta.  On the occasion no gifts were made to the
puptls of the divisions from which the Queen and Dux were elected,
the Jonor heing thouzht suflicient. Tho presents were supplied
this time by tho reachers ; perhaps on a future occasion othuts may
be disposed - assist, if the aim sought commends itself to their
judgment.”

The National School oi Elocution and Oratory, of Philadelphia,
ave to hold a summer session uat Grimsby Park this year. It will
be their twelfth season,—fifih in Canada,—will commence July 1st

aud ena August 11th, Thoe course of instruction is complete in all
the brauches of elocution, and each member of the Fuculty is a
specialist in his departinent. Mrs. J. W. Shoemaker takes
Gesture and Deamatic Leading ; R. O. Moon, Expressive Reading
and Extemporancous Speech, John H. Bechtel, Orthoiépy and
Conversational Reading, and George H. Makuen, B.A., Voice
Culture and Modalativn, 'The support last year was not so satis-
factory as it should have been, in fact, not suflicient to justify a
subsequent visit, but 8o many throughout the Dominiun have, since
then, seemed specially anxious for the re-appearance of the school
that the proprietors tinally yielded to their requests. Among these
are 8 large number of teachers and clergymen, who have promised
their influence and assistance. We have always endeavored to
show American teachers that there is a cordial welcome awaiting
them in the Dominion whensaver they favor us with a fraternal
visit, and we are particularly bound tu encourage those from whom
we can learn something that will improve vur educational efturts.
The notably high reputation of the Philadelphia National School of
Elocution and Oratory is suflicient in itself to warrant asatisfactory
return for time and monoey spent in acquiring a knowledge of the
branches taught therein, and needs not the commendation that we
would feel inclined to give the iustitution. When the advantages
of a short courso in an important and elegant art arve brought within
oasy reach of our teachers, and, at the same timo, the confined
atmosphere of tho school-room is exchanged for the salubrity of
climate and beauty of location to be enjoyed at Grimsby Park, wo
feel it our duty to recommend the summer session about to be held.
Somo special arrangoments for students have been made as regards
course of tuition, hotel accommodation, ete., about which it would
bo advisable for these who intond trying the course to write the
;)ccretary, Mr. J. H. Bechtel, 1416 Chestuut Street, Philadelphia,
a.

GENERAL REPORT OF THE SCHOOLS OF PRINCE
! LEDWARD ISLAND FOR 1885.

—

The Annual Report on tho Public Schools of Prince Edward
Island for 1885 is befors us, and wo must congratulate Mr. D,
Montgomery, Chief Superintendent of Education, on the etlicient
state of the schools under his charge and the progressive eondition
of education in the jusular province, The prominent features of
hiprovement aro thus stimmuarized :~1. A steady incrense in the
averawe school altendunce. 2. The greater degree of regularity
with which the schools ave kept in operation throughout the year—
the grand total days’ teaching for the whule Province being 2,100
in excess of that for the previous school year, 2. Tho well-marked
improvement on the part of candidates from the Common Schools
at the Provincial Examinations, 4. The readiness and intelligence
with which the teachers adapt themselves to improvements in the
school curriculum, 5. A greater demand for eftivient toachers, and
a greater desire on the part of schuol trustees to retain the services
of competent instructors when onco employed. 6. An incrense in
the number of schools in opusration during the year,  ‘Theso points
are worthy of consideration as forming the elements of a successful
school systom, and plainly indicate that P, E. L. is in the front rank
4s reJards cducational mattess,

‘The number of achools is not lasge, being 435, employing 494
teuchera — 271 men and 223 women—and, under the eflicient super-
vision of two school inspecturs, combined with the decided advun-
tago of the perannal inspection of the advanced schools by tho
Chief Superintondent, it is not surprising that decided progress
should be made. The schools are ranked aiceording to the result of
oxaminations made on the Inspuctors’ and Superintendent's visits,
and as the standurd is raised or lowered so is the salary of the
teacher increased or decreased.  This plan keeps the teacher alive
and gives an impetus to the school, which, if it does not develop
«amming, is productive of the best results.

Judging by the course of study for teachers and the papers sct
them at examinations, the standard is second to none in the
Dominion. Out of 267 eandidates who wrote last year for entrance
to the Provincial College and Normal Schoul, 125 were successful,
showing that this exmmination is a sovere test, Five months'
training is given in that institution, and an examination i3 held at
the end of the term for the three grades of the teachers’ licenses.
No une can teach in the Public Schools without this Normal trai. -
ing and the possession of a license.

Sularies are not placed at an exorbitant fizure considering the
qualifications required of the higher classes.  They are as follows .

Grave | Highest. | Lowest. | Average.
Male Teacher, 1st class.. ........ $000 00 | 8265 00 | $430 29
Female ¢ & & 250 60 | 220 00 | 236 96
Male ¢ 2ud 450 00 | 22500 | 282 33
Female *¢ 40000 | 18000 | ‘21 84
Male “  &d 45000 | 18000 | 20 20
Female ¢ ¢« 30000 | 13000 | 170 20

In connection -ith this, it must be observed that if u first-class
teacher has chavge of a second-class school he is paid a salary com-
mensurate with the grade of the school,—that is, receives second-
class salary only. The salaries are made up by « statutory grany,
according to grade, and a local or supplementary amount voted by
the whabitants of the azhool district, which 18 collected by the
secretary-treasurer, and this ‘‘supplement” is incressed by a like
amount griuted by the Local Government.

The outbreak of smallpox epidemic in the Island caused the sus-
peasion of school affairs for a short time, and necessitated closing
Prince of Wales College and Normal Schoul and the Public Schools.
This unfortunately occurred when the attondance in all the schools
was at its highest and school affairs most tlourishing,

Althougi+ maloe teachers are in the majority on the Island, the ex-
periment of giving a lady the principatship of the largest Public
School jn Charlottetown has been tried with much suceess.  Diss
Ewma Barr is eminently qualitied fur the position, and we note the
result with pleasure as an example of what muy be done similarly
in the uther provinces with equal satisfaction.

The total expenditure for education in P. E.I last year was
£145.598 69, of which the Governmeunt expended $109,316.85, aud
$36,281.75 were voted by the school districts.



