THE MINING
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ffers little in composition from the original
is Thrpugh the whole of this portion native
addiy; np‘resellt in fine state of dissemination, and m
Seryeq }Cales or plates of the same metal are to be ob-
Plateg 0“ erever the ore is broken. 7These laminw or
q half to silver are of varying sizes but specimens from
Mop, Ta Square inch in area are by no means uncomi-
Balep, i he rest of the vein consists ot rich argentiferous
Pregep. 1+ Which no native silver is apparent, and this is
.IQSDEQti;n three streaks, two, four and fifteen inches wide
luty e felY The whole appears to dip almost vertically
% Cntire] ?rmatlou as after tracing it across the creek it
Map fro ¥ lost. Mr. J. A. Finch, a prominent mining
Minjpe o Idal}o, who has spent a considerable sum in
re_centlyoperatlons in this locality and to whom it was
‘gomus onded for $50,000.00, intends to develop it
tprové ty at once by sinking on the lode, and should
0 lose nothing as depth is gained, it will cer-
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which assayed as high as 1500 ounces silver and $150
gold per ton. It appears to be_essentlally a poor man’s
proposition, as without any capital they have succeeded
in taking out many tons of ore and shipping some to
the smelter. Unfortunately there was but a poor trail
to the mine and it cost them 30 to 40 dollars per ton to
pack the ore out on mules to Slocan City, besides the
usual freight and treatment charges. Thfz govermneut
however is expected to 1_nake an appyoprxatmn shortly
for the purpose of providing l)qtter trails, whgt_l the low-
ermg of transportation rates will be much fac111}ated g.nd
a great deal of ore now 1_\'m'g on the dumps will be 1m-
mediately shipped. The building of the rallway through
New Denver to Slocan C.rossmg on the Nelson branch,
which it is announced \)'111 be: begun at once .and .ﬁn-
ished during the year, will help largely in this direction,
as it is expected to follow the lake shore and pass within
a very few miles of the producing claims.

The only other shipment up to the present was one of
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‘e nk among the most valuable mines in the Prov-
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Klf 5:’:’1;111 give a stimulus to mining in that district
agig, o Place it beyond all doubt on a permanent
gr()p v lev‘eral intending purchasers were in to see this
1om the ast fall, among them- being some gentlemen
fot of ntcoas.t-_but as usual the best claims fall to the
i‘)"e 1 SerDr}smg American investors, and it was there-
thaq 1 UTPrise to anybody when it was announced that

feey s r:e“ bonded to Mr. Finch who, we all hope and
Qamp‘ * Will be well repaid for his confidence in the
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30111 %gsbu_t two claims have been enabled to ship ore
o?ted son(hstnct and of these the Howard Fraction, sit-
Onle seven miiles from the lake on the north fork
of I%reek, cont.ribute(l seven tons, which gave
S ow 3 ounces silver and $17 gold per ton. This
ned and worked by a small company of pros-
fom the Black Hills, Dakota, who discovered it
there are geveral small but rich leads of dry
€ Property and specimens have been obtained
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five tons from a clainl called thq l{xchange.’ at the head
of Davton Creek, about four miles from the lake. the
exact returns from which T have not hefore me, but I un-
derstand that it averaged about the same as the Howard
Fraction shipment. The owners, Messrs. Boies &
Isaacson, erected bqlldmgs in the fall and have been
working on the claim all winter. The ledge is fully
four feet wide, and dips at an angle of about 40 degrees,
it consists of quartz, which is sometimes very pyritic,
carrying native silver and argentite. As is frequently the
case in ores of this character, especially when from near
the surface, it is very Variable in guality and in trying
to avoid shipping POOT ore at the present high trans
portation rates, they probably left as good or better ore
on the dump thait they shipped, it heing very hard to
judge the value of the ore without very fine hand dress-
ing. . th-
No account of this district would be complete Wit7
out reference to the claim known as the TwoO Friends.
This was located last fall by Messrs. Murphy and Schon-



