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TOWNSHIP 0F YORK FARMExS' CLUB,

A mecting of the members of this Club was Leld at
the Red Lioa Inn, Yorkville, on Wednesday Evening,
Mareh 28th.  R.Davis, E.q., Viee-Presideat, oceu-
pied the chair. A lurger number of members than
usual were present.  The subject for discussion was,
THE TALLOWING OF LAND, which Profezsor Buck-
land introduced by an catempurancuus address, the
substance only of which we can give in this place,
and our notice of the long aad interesting discussion
which ensucd must necessarily be very iief.

The Professor commenced by defining the process
of fullowing, as practized In avcient and modern
times, for the parpuse of clearing the land of weeds,
and by giving it alonger or shorter period of rest, to
enable it to recruit its exhausted powers,  The seve-
ral kinds of fullow were then described : the naked
or bare fallow, under which the land remains with-
out any crup for a whole year, ard subjected to re-
peated plongbing and harrow g ; the basteird fullvw,
comprizing @ spring or early sammer crop, such as
rye, vetches, &c., after which the grounlis thoroughly
cultivated and prepared for fall wheat; aad the
green crap fullow, a stithing feature in improved
mo .crit busbaudig, the grouud being well prepared
in spring fur root crops, such as potatoes, turnips.
mangoli-wortzel, &e., sdv.n in drills, and the inter-
vale regularly cultivgted by horse or baad-power
during the period of growtl.

Fallowing is a very ancient practice, going back
indeed to the carliest authent’c recordsof cultivation
It was in fact the principal means, up to a compara-
tively reeeat period, of restoving arable land from
exhaustion induced by reprated cropping. Fallow-
were consequently bad recourse to at regular and
sometimes vary frequent intervals 3 o practice whieh
more or less continues in every part of the world at
the present day. The ancient Jewish law required
that the svil should remain at rest, without any crop
whatever, every seventh year; an injunction which,
waatever Lypical applicaton it might have_was well
suited tu recovate the cexhausted 0l of Talestine.

The Romans invariably practised fallowing, and to
them many modern nations owe the system, for
wherever that powerful and enlighteied people car-
ried their conquering arms, their arts, including their
agriculture, as well as general civilization followed.
The Romans were accustomed to faltow every alter-
nate year, so that only one half ¢f their tillage land
was iu crop at the same time. 1t isaremarkable fact
that the fallow was unknown in Scotland till the
commenzement of the last century, although long and
extensively practised in Bogland. The land being
there laid out in long and narrow slips was unsuited
to cross ploughing ; a circumstance that must uave
materially retarded the iutrodaction of fallowiug and
green crops. The introducer of the fallow system
into Scotland was Mr. Walker of East Lothian, who-
had to endure for a time, as do 1ost improvers, the
ridicule and contempt of his neighbors 3 but in a few
years the practice became general over large areas.

It should Le borne in mnd that till within 2 com-
paratisely fate period the nahed fallow system was
indiscriminately pursucd upoa every vaicty of soil.
Th. introduction, Lowever, of turuips and potatxs.
into ficld culturcon light soils, daring the latter part
of the last cuntury, particularly in Norfulk, vaturally
paved the way for the contraction of the have fallow,.
which, in course of tim., bicame resiricted to the
heavier class of suils. A strong controversy was for
w long time carricd on in the agilcuitural community
butween the advoecates and impagacrs of the fallow-
ing system, and the result appears to have been, as is
frequer tly the case inall such debate:, that a mid:um
course was adopled The fullowers of the old sys-
tem restricting naked fallow, asa general rale, to cvld
aad wet clays; whiie their opponcuts achieved w
great and most beneficial triumpl in substituting the
‘bastard fallow, or the culture of root ¢raps in rows,
on all the lighter duseriptions of soil.  Tihe moderato
clays and heavier loams were still uadisposed of, dis-
cussion still continuing, and csch party claiming
them ; till at length the introduction of underdrain-
ing as a means of improvement on the welter and
heavier lands, gradunally preparved them forankiog,
ampug turnip and ruot growing soils; so ibat the
naked fallow became ab last restricted to the heavy
clays, as at the present time.

The larger proportioa of wheal raisd in Upper
Canada is after stnmer Fallow, & practice no doubt,
when not abused, Jhie best adapted to tie wants and



