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Sir.

Before entering into the questions contained in the written instruct-
tions, under which I acted, and before attempting to state an opinion upon
the existing situation of affairs in the Saskatchewan, I will briefly allude
to the time occupied in travel. to the route followed, and to the general
circumstances attending my journey.

Starting from Fort Garry on the 25th October, I reached Fort Ellice
at junction of Qu'Appelle and Assineboine Rivers on the 30th of the same
month. On the following day I continued my journey towards Carlton,
which place was reached on the 9th November, a detention of two days
having occurred upon the banks ofthe South Saskatchewan.River, the waters
of which were only partially frozen. After a delay of five days in Carlton,
the North Branch of the Saskatchewan was reported fit for the passage of
horses, and on the morning of the 14th November I proceeded on my west-

ern journey towards Edmonton. By this time snow had fallen to the depth
of about two inches over the country, which rendered it necessary to
abandon the use of wheels for the transport of baggage, substituting a light
sled in place of the cart which had hitherto been used, although I still re-
tained the same mode of convyance, namely the saddle, for personal use.
Passing the Hudson Bay Company Posts of Battle River, Fort Pitt and
Victoria, I reached Edmonton on the ni(ght of the 26th November. For the
last'200 miles the country had become clear of snow, and the frosts, not-
withstanding the high altitude of the region, had decreased in severity.
Starting again on the afternoon of the lst December I recrossed the Sas-
katchewan River below Edmonton and continued in a South-Westerly di-
rection towards the Rocky Mountain House, passing through a country,
which even at that advanced period of the year, still retained many traces


