
In 1875 the Cs~hSaleswere $13,000
Goods ded-Fr Trade .o

In 1876 the' Cash Sales were .2. ... ... . ... ...

Goods traded-Fur Trade 58,000

Valuation of the principal Returns-Beavets, Robes nemx, Marten, Xik, -Musqush
and Otters-at l76 prices:-

Ontft 1874 A 9976
,,1875 * .. * . . 9,663

1876 , 6

It will be observed, that while the same amnount of goods was traded i 1876 as lu1874
there s a falling off of £3,000 in the value of the principal Returns.

ln Outfit 1S75 the quantities of the principa furs were elnost identicalwith those
of 1874, Wbilstthe goods traded were $12,000 miore ,iu value.-

In the one case, therefore, there is a smaller quantity of Furs for the same anount of
goods in the othcr. an equal quantity of Furs, but at a much increasd cost

The rofits on the %aluation of 1874 W'ere .. ... 33,000
1875 6,000

And a Loss on the valuation of 1876 1,200

The Capital employed being in all cases very large, viz.

1875 ..... .. . 191,000
187 ... ... ... ... ... .. ... ... 21-3,000

in Outfit 1874 the debts, whicb'ii this Departmentrepresent a large amount, were valued
for the first time. If their value is deducted from the profit of that year, the average profits
of the three Outfits 1874 to 1876 as calculated la the country, would iot give more than
5 per cent.

In this case, a much larger amount of goods appears to have been ordcred during these
three Outfits than was expended.

With regard to the causes of the unremunerative trade in 1876, the Officer in charge
writes:

The leturns of the District show a decrease on those of last year. there being no lobe
Trade. There is strong opposition from the Ameriean Traders, B3xF.R & Co., of 1enton, who
can tbrow into the market, mostly at any time of the year, the class of goods required; and as
ail the supplies for the N.W. mounted Police are supplied by them, theyhave a strong hold

4on that part of the country."

He added, that in a part of the country like Edmonton, where the trade in some years
demanaded a much larger supply than at other times, it was difficult to frame requisitions two
years in ad.vance to the exact requirements of the District. Some years the trade ini Robes
and Provisions consumed a greater portion of the Outfit; while in a year like the present, when
Buffalo were scarce, little or nothing-is spent on the plain trade, which, consequently, leaves a
large Inventory of such articles as have been requested for that particular trade.

He further roported that the reduction in the tarif for Fars vas looked for, and had to
corne sooner or later, for the prices given to compete with opposition traders were so high that
it was impossible to expect ony imargin of profit. 'NLow that a crisis has corme andwith it the
downfall of many, the'road will be clear to:begin at the :lowest possible grade, and the Indians
will not be worse off for the change."


