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FIFTIETH YEAR

is Reward

Edward, the Peacemaker, Succumbs to Pneumonia Following |
Bronchitis, After Hiness of but Ten-Dags+Empire |
Mourns the Loss of Its Sovereign—His.
~Late Majesty’s lllustrious Career

ON, May 7.—King Bdward V1L, who recently returned to England from a vacation a f
days ago in the best of health, died at 1345 o'clock last night, in the presence of his-family, after an
_illness of less than-a week, which was serious for hardly more than three days. L
- The Prince of Walés succeeded to the crown immediately, according to the laws of the kingdom,
without official ceremony. His first official act was to despatch to the Lord Mayor the ‘announcement
of his father’s death, in pursuance of custom. His telegram read: - - o
“I am deeply grieved to-inform you that my beloved father, the King, passed away peacefully at
11345 tonight. - “GEORGE.”
' .. The physicians-soon afterwards issued their official bulletin, which was as follows:
for < “May 6th, x1:50.p. m.—His Majesty the King breathed his last at ri ‘45 tonight in the presence of
3 Her Majesty Qgeen Alexandra, the Prince and Princess of Wales, the 'Princess Royal, the Duchess of
MOd' Fife, Princess ;V'ﬂctoria,_ and Princess:Louise, the Duchess of Argyle.

“(Signed) - LAKIN, REID, POWELL, DAWSON.”
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out the day for the recovery of his

Delled to_ submit to the orders of his
physicfans. Since then until today his
decline wasg rapid.

at the Gufldhall ‘will probably ' bel regarded him as one. of the strongest

given up. o
Suffered From Worry

Pneumonia following - bronchitis is
believed to have been the cause of
death, but the doctors thus far have
refused to make a statement.’ Some
of the King’s friends are convinced
that worry over the critical political

‘situation . which confronted him, w

forces making for the stability of the
peace of tle Empire.

The fashionable  restaurants were
Just .emptying, and a few groups .of
late theatregoers were making their
way homeward, through the rain, while
8 small crowd still hung about e
palace, when the streets were filted
suddenly with newsboys crying “Death
of the King.”
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2 “His Laat Utterance =
Oné of the last utterances attributed
King Edward wds: “Well, it's all
y but I think' I" haye @one my
. AN
€. seerned then to _h‘a.Vei reached a
full realization that his end was fast
approaching. 3
. The queenr and: others of the.royal
% §family and four doctors had been con-
pfstantly ‘In the sick room’ throughout
the day. Several hours before his death
the King was in a comatose: condition,
but he ralled’ slightly betwen nine and
ten o’clock, and then appeared to have
recognized his family. Then he lapsed
into unconsciousness, wilich ended in
his passing. iy :
“/When Dr. St. Clair ‘Thompson, the
throat specjalist, was called this morn-
ing; it was expected that an operation
would be necessary, hut after a consul-
tatfon, it was decided that the lungs
were . the seat of the most serious
symptoms. . . Experts 'were’ held in
readiness to administer ‘an anaesthetic,
but. there' was fear that the weakness
of the king’'s heart might result in a
fatal issue,. ana an operation was set
aside as a last resort.

The ‘body lies in the king’s chamber
in the northwest wing of Buckingham
Palace, which is brilllantly lighted,
while the rest of the great gloomy
bullding, with the exception of Lord
Knollys’ office, is entirely ‘darkened.

1t was nearly half an hour after the
‘Bking breathed his last when Lord
Knollys walked into the office and said
Jto the waiting reporters: “Gentlemen,
His. Majesty is dead.” The people
outside the palace only learned the
néws when bearers appeared with pa-
pers. In the meantime, the Prince and
Princes of Wales had taken leave of
the other members. of the royal family
at the main entrance, soon after mid-
night. ‘They drove direct to Marlbor-
Jough House. Princess Victoria, who is
her mother's constant companion, re-
gmained with the  queen. The others
of -the family followed the Prince and

‘Princess of Wales.

The New King
4 A summons to the Privy Councillors
has been issued by Sir Almirac Fitz-
'@iroy, clerk  of the “counctl; * convening
the council in the throne room of St,
ames Palace at two o'clock this aft-
ernoon, when the councillors will with
one voice and the consent of tongue
nd heart publish and proclaim that
“the high and mighty Prince George
18 now, by the death of our late sover-
Jelgn ©of happy  memory, become our
jonly lawful and rightful 'liege lord,
George V., by the Grace of God, King
of the United Kingdom of Great Bri-
. @tain and Ireland, Defender of the
@ ¥Faith, and Emperor of Indis, to whom
we do acknowledge all faith and con-
stancy, with all hearty and humble
affection beseeching God, by whom
T e i ‘JKings and Queens refgn, t6 bless the
Connaught, with his family, is at Suezfiroyal Prince George V. and give him
W% home from Atrica.’ < §many happy and long years to reign
8o to SBouth Africa with the squ 5

" iThee s MaudBover us. The king, after this proclam-
end the Pringe 1 of Norway, will start for Ei ation, will address thé council and
parliament ‘of the new - confederation,§i’ v. The intell]
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offices, including the councillors, were
vacated on the death of the sovereign.

The aldermen of the eity of London
will attend the gathering and swear
allegiance. = A proclamation has al-
ready been issued by the home office
requiring all public offices to close to-
day. ‘The court will go into mourning
for six months, and the Lord Mayor
has ordered that the great bell of St,

Paul's shall be toled throughout the |

day.

S0 sudden was the King's death that
most of the high government officials
were absent. :

Premier Asquith, who is in Spain,
cannot reach London before Monday,

It is the duty of members of the
houses of parliament to meet without
summons as soon as they cap assemble
to take the oath of allegiance ahd re-
ceive the message of the King, Speaker

wther, of the House of Commons,
however, is in Constantinople.

Political Affairs
- Public opinion will doubtless demand
that the Liberals’ programme for re-
forming the House of Lords, with a
possible appeal to the Crown to make
the most important decision a sover-
eign has been called upon To make in
many years, shall be laid aside for g
leng time. They would be opposed to
thrusting upon King Edward’s succeyg-
s0r at the very beginning of his reign
@ questiol sc vital to the future of the
Empire. Throughout. King Edward's

been continuully under discusion.

close of 1602 saw - the-end »f Lord
Salisbury’s odministration, and the ac-
cesafon of Mr. Balfour to  the Pre-
miership .

On his a~vession to the throne, Yefore
the Privy Council, the King announced
his intention “to walk in his mother's
footsteps,” but while Queen - Victoria

lived almost a life of retirenient, inter-
esting herself mainly: in ‘home affairs;
the King's influence throughout - his
relgn has been devoted more to inter-
national affairs, making every possible

effort to brins the Empire into thé:

friendliest relations with other coun<

tries, and his efforts were so successtul’ §

that he has been universally known as
Edward the Peacemaker.”

. Politically, King Edward's reign has
been' chiefly notable for the inaugura-
tion of a new-era of successtul legisla~
tion for the benefit of the people, which
followed the coming of the Liberals
into power after a long Conservative

from -abroad ‘testify. to the interest|
jand even alarm which his illness ex-
¢ited throughout the world. .

Jittle has yet been heard .on the
subject of the new King, but the uni-
versal ;burden of the editorials is the
greatness. of the loss suffered.

“In, the zenith of his fame,
what seemed to his loyal subjects but,
the middle of his reign, he has been
suddenly. : stricken down, says the
Morning: Post. “Seldom has a Eng-
‘Msh king,-and never. has a . British
X

regime. The. general election in 1906, '3

fought on  the free trade question,
brought the strongest Liberal govern-
ment for many seasons inta power, and
under the Campbell-Bannérman and
Asquith ministries, many measures
dealing with education, old age pen-
sions, the relations of workers to em-

il-mqnci(édbuily played.”
- 'Th& -~ Telegraph  says:

ployers and cognate matters were putly:

into successful - operation, while the
great Irish Home Rule question, which
8o agitated the political parties in the
Victorian era, has been to a great ex-
tent thrust into the background. :

The reign, though, closes at a period
of great political unrest, with a large
Section of .the community strenuously
opposed to the new Liberal policy of
encroachment on the priviloges of the

landed classes, and ‘with the ‘heated

Questions of constitution for the House
of Lords, tariff reform and Home Rule
questions unsettled. :

The Nowspnpoqc i

The King's death, occurring at mid:

night,; when" the newspapers: were 8o~

ing to press, pretluded -anything - bes
yond the bare announcement.

mourning borders and full biographi 3
of the dead aolvorgxzn. They published
ori

ease  dbroad, what shall
the feelings  with
sovereign

No three kings

such univérsal affection
Edward VII throughout

1 says: ““The ‘frst of
Englishmen ‘hgs passed away, the mon-
arch 'whose ‘name {8 written ‘among the

 Hiighest: in | thé role of Ehgland’s long

line. of sovereigns, as & patriot, states-
man and, governor, well fitted by the
vigor, 0L his intellect and the engag-
ing charm of his t ament to be the
#ctual, as well as the ceremonial chief
of the p&lﬂ. he loved so well, and of
1 -ruled with such memora-

ughts of England turn largely

ards the new king, what policies he
Hkely to. Yollow, what are the prog-
-0f' & wugcessful reign. George V

never has been ‘as well known, or ‘as
close to the people as his father was,
when he was Prince of ‘Wales, hence,
he never was so popular, His nature is
shy and retiring, and he is not consid-
ered as much of a man of the world
as was his father, Nothing about King
Bdward appealed to the British masges
more strongly than his devotion to
sports. Prince George appeared to
care less for them than the averdge '
English gentl . He redched matu-
rity as merely the grandson of the sov~
ereign, which gave him  Ilittle opportu-
nity ‘to  participate in public affairs,
but he has' become more active during
the past ‘five years in that direction.
He has been a constart attendant at
parliament and followed the debates on
the House of Lords -question closely.
He has made‘many public spesches be=
fore non-political organizations in the
past two or tl;ree Years, and has there«
by gained & strong hold on the people,

Presidefit Taft's Message

WASHINGTON, May 6.—President
Taft, upon learning of the death of
King Edwarg, wrote the following mése
Sage of condolence to Queen Alexandra,
which was cabled to Buckingham Pale
ace tonight:

“Upon’the sad decasion of the death
of King Edward, I offer-to your Mae
Jesty, ‘and to your son, his illustrious
Ssuccessor, the moat profound sympathy
of the people and the government of
the United States, whose hearts go out
to their British kinsmen on this, theip
national bereavement. To this add the
expression to your Majesty and to the
new King of my personal sympathy,
and of my appreciation of those high
qualities which made the late King so
potent an influence towards peace and

between theé nations.” '

The President also sent his militery
alde to the British Embassy 10 exe

; (Continued-on Page Two)

h




