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PRESERVING THE ELK.

‘We publish elsewhere a letter from
Mr. Clive Phillipps-Wolley, the well-

known . authority on big game, with
respect to an article which appeared

in the Colonist, entitled “Must the
Elk Go?”

Mr. Wolley takes serious exception
to the statement that there is amny
danger ‘of the-elk becoming extinct on
Vancouver - Island, and  practically
denies that there is any material
_diminution of the herds there. In
stating the position of the Colonist
he is somewhat misleading —when he
credits it with, saying that the elk
are practically extinct. It is hardly
necessary to say that we are per-
fectly aware that such a statement
would not be true, but our article
pointed to ‘the danger of extinction
as one that was worthy of serious con-
sideration. We do not think that
Mr. Wolley or the other authorities on
big game will deny that the elk is a
very shy and timid animal, and, above
all members of the deer family, seeks
seclusion from the haunts of . man.
’Thls, we think, is the experience of
hunters, and a'matter of common ob-
servation as well. We are glad to be
informed by one who should know a
great deal more of the subject than
we do, that the danger of extinction
is not so imminent as the Colonist
would make it appear. It is a sub-
ject, however, upon which opinions
may reasonably differ. Information
that has been received from those
who profess at all events to know the
interior of the Island, has confirmed
the view we expressed, and we have
had several complaints during the
past year as to the killing off of the
females in contravention of the law,

The desire to see the elk preserved
is one that will at least have the sym-
pathy of a large element of the com-
munity, and one that, notwithstanding
the views expressed by Mr. Wolley, is
sufficiently important to have the con-
sidération. of .the authorities. ,.;

The danger to which we call atten-
tion is all the greater from the fac
that in the near future an era of de-
velopment -is expected on Vaneouver
Islahd as a result of the opening up
and settlement of the moge remote
parts in contemplation by the E. & N.
Railway .Company. - That increased
activity on the part of the prospector
and miner, the extension of the E. &
N. railway lines and construction of
branch ' lines, the operations of the
jumberman and the encroachment of
the settler, will make serious inroads
on the home of the elk, no one can
seriously deny. It will probably mean
the early extinction of that animal.

The creation of a game preserve for
the purpose of perpetuating the big
game on this Island is neither an im-
practicable nor an expensive idea, and
it seems to us should have the support
of men like Mr. Wolley. It may be
that he has no particular regard for
posterity, feeling that posterity has no
claims upon the existing generation.

There is an .analogue in the Big
Horn; that animal was formerly very
plentiful in the southern Adnterior of
British Columbia, and it will be
scarcely denied that as a result of
jndiscriminate “slaughter” he is very
scarce in the Ashnola Mountains and
other favorite fields from which many
trophies were formerly taken by
hunters. The Big Horn is not more
susceptible to the influences of the
sportsman than is the elk..

As to our statement that the elk
were long ago extinct on the Mainland,
we have no less an authority than the
" Jate curator of the museum, Mr. John
Fannin, who states in his' “List of
Mammals” contained in the Provincial
~Museum, that the elk “was at one time
distributed over the southern portion
of the Mainland,” but is “now extinct
there.”” We have never heard of elk
being shot on the Mainland, but accept
Mr. Wolley’s statement that they have
peen killed in recent years in East
Kootenay. Their presence there may
‘possibly have been accounted for by
the fact that there are still some herds
in the neighboring state of ‘Washing-
ton. : :

. Qur .object, however, in calling at-
tention to the matter was not to pro-
claim the fact that there were no elk
on Vancouver Island, or that they were
were not still tolerably abundant, but
_to emphasize the importance of pre-
serving an asset and .an animal that
we all regard as worthy of perpetua-

tion.
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{S CO-OPERATION INADEQUATE?

: Under the head of “Co-operation In-
adequate,” there is an ‘article in the
Canadian Grocer of Janunary 19th which
is reproduced, on account of its interest
to readers.

Qo-operation is a principle of produc-
tion and distribution in which the Col-
omist thoroughly believes. Regarding it,
there is a misapprehension among those
aho confound - its principles with those

of socialism. The two are entirely op-
posed to each other. Co-operation, while
recognizing the changed industrial condi-
tions which handicap the individual pro-
ducer as compared with production un-
der the joint stock principle, nevertheless
preserves the principle of private owner-
ship and the stimulus to individual effort;
in other words, it is not possible for sin-
gle individuals to combat the great ag-
gregations of capital which we have to-
day, as a result of the development of
increased facilities of communication and
the universal introduction of machinery,
but it is possible if individuals join forces
to successfully compete, and more es-
pecially in certain lines of production.
On the other hand, socialism eliminates
the element of  private interest alto-
gether, and works in the mass for
cumulative results, in  which prac-
tically speaking, there is no relation
of benefit to individual effort. One
works along the individual lines of hu-
man development, the other in opposition
to the most fundamental instincts of
humanity.

The practice of co-operation is yet in
its infancy. There are many lines of
production and distribution in which suf-
ficient experi’ence has not yet heen ob-
tained. to justify its being adopted the
world over. Like every oﬂer principle
it must proceed slowly from the known
to the unknown, and from sure to untri-
ed grounds. There are, too, conditions in
one country which favor co-operation and
in others which are not favorable, but
in certain lines and in certain countries,
the principle has been demonstrated to
be completely satisfactory and success-
ful.

We have in Denmark agriculture car-
ried on and agricultural products mar-
keted by co-operative methods, with un-
exampled success. Denmark in agricul-
ture is setting the pace for all the other
countries in the world. We have the
cheese factories and creameries of Can-
ada worked almost wholly by co-operat-
ive methods, and most satisfactorily.
We have many, co-operative building so-
cieties—in fact the principle has been
making rapid strides everywhere. It is
the only practical form-of socialism,
and at the same time recognizes all the
rights of the individual in what he pro-
duces or the property which he calls his
own. !

Referring to-the article from the Can-
adian Grocer, it asks: What can co-oper-
ation do for the desperately poor, such
as make up the ranks of the unemploy-
ed? or the “creatures of the East End”
in London? “Co-operation,” it says,
“works to save those who are already
e€aved.”” The writer of that article
opens up a question which he is himself
unable to answer, but to which ce-opera-
tion really gives the reply. He con-
fesses that the present system  as de-
veloped in England has produced condi-
tions and a problem which is impossible
for him to solve. Recent history, how-
ever furnishes a practical sélution for
conditions only a little better than' those
which exist in London. = " = "

Our Teaders have heard of the Peo-
ple’s Banks in <Continental Europe.
These institutions have developed from
the combination of a few poor peasants
to a wonderful system combining the
efforts of millions of people, and aggre-
gating in  capital many millions . of
money. The people’s banks were de-
signed to benefit the ‘“‘submerged tenth”
of Germany, who had been oppressed for
ages by usurers and were in abject pov-
erty and dependence upon the money-
lenders, to whom they paid usurious in-
terest, and the greater part of the pro-
duets of their toil. By pooling the eredit
of the community, they obtained the ordi-
nary bank rate of interest, and the poor
peasants were enab, to sow and reap
their crops and relieve themselves of the
tremendous burden of slavery entailed
by the money harpies who preyed upon
them. The problem opened up by the
present condition of affairs in London, is
not an easy one to solve, the conditions
being exceptionqlly difficult to deal with,
but there is no doubt in the world that
some form of industrial co-operation,
connected with a Teturn to the land, is
the remedy that practical economists will
find best suited to the requirements of
the situation. These poor people, having
sunk to a level of poverty in which they
are unable to help themselves, will prob-
ably require assistance from the govern-
ment to make another start in life.

General Booth, head of the Salvation
Army, has struck the key-note in his ef-
forts to establish industrial colonies,
founded on the principles of self-help.
The key-note is -co-operation.
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LIFE SAVING ON THIS COAST.

The terrible disasters of the past
few months on this coast have at last
aroused the people to a due sense of
the requirements of the West Coast
in the way of protecting and of sav-
ing life. It may fairly be surmised
that the Deminion authorities will no
longer delay in giving the whole matter
their immediate and most serious at-
tention. The people of the coast are
terribly ia earnest, and when the im-
provements are begun they seek no
half measures, but complete and care-
fully thought out provisions for the
protection of the public and of prop-
erty. The question of cost must not
stop in the way. Lives are more
precious than money.

And it might be well to consider
the requirements. It seems to us
there should be a powerful tug always
available at or near Carmanah, which
would be free immediately to go to
the rescue of a ship in distress, There
should be one or two life-saving sta-
tions of the modern type. These,
however, are details to be decided by
an exact knowledge of the localities
and the points of vantage. The tug

could carry a life-saving crew and

outfit.

We are not prepared to express an
opinion as to the character of the
lights . from a navigator’s point of
view. They should-at least fully meet
the requirements on an exceptionally
dark and dangerous. ceast, being of
the most powerful character, com-
bined with the most effective system
of warning signals.

The government - should also con-
sider the advisability of bringing into

general use for purposes of navigation

the wireless telegraph. Each vessel
above a certain tonnage should be re-
quired to be equipped, so that in case
of danger she could give intelligence
of hér whereabouts and situation at
once. This is something that would
involve international agreement, and
understanding the use of codes as be-
tween Canada and the United States,
but presents no- serious difficulties in
that respect.

There is another .matter of almost
equal importance. Ships by law are
required to earry certain safety appli-
ances and be provided with facilities
for saving life, etc. ~ Although the law
is complied with in most instances,. it
very frequently happens that at the
critical moment something ' breaks
down—the pumps will not work for
lack of having been kept clean, the
davits are out of order or in the low-
ering of boats something goes wrong
and the occupants are duraped into
the sea and drowned. Time and
again some of these things occur. It
should, therefore, be the duty of .the
Captain and his officers to constantly
drill their crew in life-saving opera-
tions, and see that everything neces-
sary is kept in° perfect order  and
ready always for instant use. And
need we suggest the imperative ne-
cessity of boats being regularly in-
spected and kept up to the full meas+
ure of requirements of the law? . In
this western country, where the volume
of shipping is not as great-as it is in
the east, there is a temptation to use
boats when occasion demands that
are not wholly seaworthy and prop-
erly equipped. Unless the ‘official
whose duty it is to pass on such
matters is free from the influences
which a company knows so well how
to eéxercise, or if he be neglectful of
his duty in any respect, there is the
danger of life being lost.

DEWDNEY MUNICIPALITY.

Under ordinary ecircumstances we
would say that it was a very bad prece-
dent to set for the province to become
good for the debts of a municipality.
There is, however, an exceptional situa-
tion in Dewdney. In the first place it
was brought into existence as the result
of a land boom, and the municipality cre-
ated should never have heen allowed to
be incorporated. One of the first acts
of the municipality was to borrow
money for the purpose of constructing
a dyke at a considerable cost’ It had
no sooner been built than it was swept
away by the flood. Times were bad, the
farming industry lagged, and many of
the settlers abandoned their . places.
Dewdney municipality is not mearly so
favorably situated for farming as other
municipalities in the Fraser Valley, and
the comparatively few settlers there are
are unable to bear the burden of the
whole of the debt that was rashly incur-
red. To-collect by distraint would mean
selling up the whole community, whose
individual resources are limited. We do
not think the province at large would
care to see such extreme measures tak-
en. The government proposes to as-
sume $10,000 of the debt and collect the
remainder by a special taz. The mun-
cipality cannot be disizeorporated so
long as the debt stands against it, and
it is now proposed to clear up a very
bad muddle for which the present ad-
ministration is not responsible, and no
one else in particular. It is an un-
fortunate situation but it cannot be
helped. It will furnish a lesson for the
future, and prevent the formation of
municipalities prematurely or withount
the visible means of self-maintenance.

There is in theory an analogy between
selling land for taxes and.the creditors
of a. municipality placing'it in possession
of the sheriff, but in ‘éffect it is'quite
diFerent. In the latter case the reputa-
tion and credit of the province is af-
fected. In other words, one affects pri-
vate credit only, and the other affects
the public credit. What the province is
doing. now is frequently done in the
financial ~world. Financial firms, or
banks, often go to the rescue of a firm
or bank that is in difficulties,
not out of considerations of generosity,
but to steady the market and sustain
eredit. It is good business at times to
do this, and it would be poor business in
the interests of municipal credit to al-
low a municipality to defamlt and have
the fact advertised in the money centres.

THE CITY BEAUTIFUL.!

It has been suggested that in order
to improve the appearance of the city
the several school grounds might under-
go a change for the better. At the Boys’
and Girls’ Central schools the grounds
have a very desolate appearance. True,
there are a few ash trees that were
planted years ago and a few natural
oaks, some of which were uprooted last
summer in order to improve (?) the
grounds. One of the former has been
destroyed by boys swinging on it. Such
vandalism as that should be promptly
put down with'a firm “hand. It would
be wrong to deprive the children of the
space for games but there would be no

eprivation in laying out a series of
flower beds around the outside of the
playground. The school board would, of
course, have to lay out the beds but the
planting, cultivating, and  irrigating
could well be done by the pupils, many of
whom would be only too glad of the
opportunity to do it during. play hours.
A certain section allotted to each class
would engender a spirit of wholesale riv-
alry, and the results would be a surprise
to many. In a great many parts of the
United States the school grounds have
been thue beautified and even in_cold
Manitoba many of the school grounds are
fragrant ‘with flowers throughout the
summer. The Central school is mention-
ed here simvly as an example. At the
High school there is. a beautiful lawn
which might be much improved hy more
beds of flowers kept by the pupils. At
Spring Ridge and Kingston Street
schools an attempt has been made to do
something, but either from half-hearted
interest or severe handicaps the result
has been anything but satisfactory. From
an' edicational point of view these gar-
dens would be of great value. All of
the pupils would be taught to respect
public property in keeping off the beds,
the esthetic. taste would be developed,
and practical experiments in mnatare
study could be conducted at one and the
same time. It is not the intention of
this article to reflect on the teachers, the
superintendent,  or past boards of trus-
tees but to suggest an improvement that,
it seems to us, could well he carried out.

BRIDGING SEYMOUR NARROWS.

News-Advertiser. i

For years past the press and people of
Victoria from time to time have been dis-
cussing tfe scheme of bridging Seymour
Narrows, so as to make direct and unin-
terrupted communication between the
Mainland and Vancouver Island. While
anyone who is acquainted with the local
conditions at Seymour Narrows, and the
magnitude of the proposed scheme of. a
bridge, will doubt whether the project is
financially feasible, at least under present
circumstances in régard to the population
of the Island and the probabflities of traf-
fic for many years, the discussion in Vie-
toria has mot been without advantage. A
consuming desire to be the terminug of a
transcontinental railway-is one of the main
features of provincial and municipal poli-
ties in Victoria. That fact has caused
any number of railway promoters and
speculators to be received with open ‘arms
in Victoria during the past ten or twelve
years, and the formulation of numerous
schemes, none of which has come to any-
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.both furnaces and then

thing, because it iz impossible to show
that there is a probabllity of any return
being had on the capital that would be re-
quired. For an outsider to suggest that,
has been of no avail, since he was set
down as prejudiced, or, perhaps, jealous of
Victoria’'s advantages.

Now, however, a velce is heard in: Vie-
toria herself in deprecation of the scheme
—not, indeed, in direct condemnation of
it, but none the less effectively so by rea-
son of the figures which he gives as the
probable cost of bridging the Narrows. A
sum of over ten millions of dollars is. the
amount that a. correspondent of the Col-
onist—vouched for by the editor of that
journal as “a professional engineer of
long experience who knows the local situ-
atfon well”’—giyes ag the cost of such an
undertaking, setting out the’ details of
the various parts of the work in order to
show how he has arrived at the estimate.
Althougn from other letters which have
since appeared in the Colonist there are

gard a cost of ten millions as no obstacle
to the carrying out of the scheme, our con-
temporary remarks editorially ‘‘to our mind
the estimate of cost’ its correspondent
“has given settles the question of a rail-
way bridge, at least for some years to
eome.” It continues that “it is quite cer-
tain that no railway company Wwould un-
dertake to bridge the Narrows’’ and does
not think it probable that the Dominion
government would be . willing - to take up
the scheme. With that view the Colonist
will have the agreement of every sensible
person.

Trke policy indicated by this proposal to
bridge Seymiour Narrows ignores entirely
the trend of modern economic transporta-
tion. Water carriage is much cheaper
than transportation by -land, and since
there are good harbors on the coast -of
thé Mainland, ‘railway managers will not
be likely to transfer cargoes. from steam-
ships to railway cars at any point on the
Island, even were ithere no immense ex-
penditure like that at Seymour Narrows to
be made before uninterrupted transporta-
tion could be had. The case of the Man-
chester canal shows that practical men con-
sider millions well invested to extend
water transportation for a few miles and
proportionately to reduce that by land.
But .we shall seek in vain for any instance
of money being expended  to substitute
land for water transportation. Had the
Island a population of one or two millions,
it might be possible to builld up some kind
of a local argument for a bridge. But, of
course, there is no outlook of that kind.

______ s
NEW FURNACE 1S 0. K.

evidently some enthusiastic people who re- /t

Inventor Tells of Satisfactory Run at
Pilot Bay Smelter.

M. Blanchard of Spokane, inventor

of a new furnace for smelters that was |’

unsuccessfully tested by the Turk Mi-
ning company in Cedar canyon, reports
that a second furnace, installed at the

Pilot Bay smelter, British Columbia,

has proved a perfect success, says the
Spokésman-Review. = Ores from the
Blue Bell mine were.tested at Pilot Bay
a week ago, -according to Nelson
reports, and the new furnace handled
the ores satisfactorily. :

Mr. Blanchard announced yesterday
that a public test of the furnace will
be held at Pilot ‘Bay beginning Janu-
ary 29th and lasting three days. All
smelter and mining men hdve been
invited to witness the tests. “The com-
pany has an office at 823 First avenue,
Spokane. ‘ ;

In describing his new furnace, Mr.
Blanchard said  yesterday:

Description_of Furpace.

“Thig new furnace is a double blast
furnace, consisting of two upright ad-
joining stacks, the. primary and sec-
ondary, divided  by. a single wall or
water jacket, and both setting over the
same slag pit. The primary furnace
has a tight top,.and the blast, which
enters near. the ‘and from tuyeres

placved at intervat¥along both sides of

‘the - furnaces, i8 “forced downward

through the slag pit into the secondary
furnace before entering the smoke-
stack.

“The reason for  having a down
draught in the primary  furnace and’
the numerous air tuyeres in bothJ
stacks, is that thé 'gases generated by
the fresh ore and fuel at the top, com-
ing in contact with the heat of the
fusing mass below' and at the same
time meeting a blast of fresh air, form
a complete combustion of these gases,
which, passing through the slag pit of
upward, not
only insures a hot bottom and prevents
it from freezing, but, augmented by
the blast at the bottom of the second-
ary furnace, furnishes sufficient heat
to fuse the ore in the latter without
the aid of any additional fuel. In fact,
so great is the heat in the secondary
stack that it will smelt from three to
five charges or ore to one in the
primary. s
Uses Raw Coal.

“This method of smelting uses raw
coal instead of coke and eliminates
the necessity of roasting the ores.
Where the ‘ore runs from 15 to 40 per
cent. sulphur, neither furnace uses any
fuel except what the ore contains, the
sulphur being all the fuel needed.”

o
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BRIDGING SEYMOUR NARROWS.

Elsewhere .we print an extract from
the News-Advertiser, which " is ingeni-
ously mislending.g% to the attitude taken
by the Colonist ith . reference to a
subject which has had considerable local
attention paid to it. It is true that the
letter published by “Homer Hilton” and
the editorial comments in this paper
were not favorable to the scheme of
building a- bridge “over Seymour Nar-
rows, from a business point of view for
the immediate present. That is to say,
the cost was too great to warrant either
the Dominion government or a railway
corporation undertaking it as part of a
scheme of transportation. The News-
Advertiser, however; carefully omits all
reference to the alternative proposition
of a ferry, which our correspondent did
suggest as entirely . feasible and com-
paratively inexpensive. It was shown
that a ferry and a railway would, in
the attendant circumstances, make about
the same time and that the ferry pre-
sented some special feature of attract-
iveness from a tourist peint of view. We
cannot help feeling that such a use of
the létter in question and the position of
the ‘Colonist, by the News-Advertiser, is
unfair and sectional. e

It is to be assumed ‘that the transcon-
tinental railways heading for the north-
ern- interior of British Columbia wiil
want, besides direct Pacific termini,
more southern outlets for traffic in_the
existing cities of Vancouver and Vic-
toria. - They will want to go where busi-
ness waits them. Whether they will
build independent lines, or use some
other line from the south to the north
is' a matter of detail. Assuming that
they will run trains to Burrard . Inlet,
of which our neighbors on the Mainland
are confident, they- will also want to
reach . Vietoria. This can be done by a
line to Bute Inlet, utilizing a ferry to
cross the straits to connect with the ex-
tended line of the E. & N. and thus se-
cure an entrance into Victoria. This
city, handicapped as it has been by ite
insular pogition in the past, ean then
enjoy the advantages of being the ter-
minus of a transcontinental railway and
have direet connection with the country
east of the Rocky Mountains, and com-
pete with Vancouver en equal terms.
This is a legitimate ambition, and if it
can be accomplished without flying in
the face of nature, as it evidently can
be, we are entitled, and the Island of
Vancouver is entitled, to use every effort
in its power to bring it about. It is not

an ambition conceived in hostility to

.

Vancouver, and the inhabitants of that
city ip justice to Victoria and the Island
of Vancouver have no warrant to Op-
pose it. - With - three transcontinental
lines of railway converging to this region
there is surely room for more than one
large city, nor is it in the interest of the
province tnat all its eggs should be in
one basket. §

As to 'a bridge. across Seymour Nar-
rows, it will become a reality as soor as
traffic justifies it, the same as any other
large undertaking on the part of a rail-
way company. Expense is only a rela-
tive matter, otherwise there would be no
underground railways or tunnels.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.

e/ [The Editor does not hold him-
self responsible for views expressed
by correspondents.})
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THE WEST COAST PROBLEM.

Sir—As great interest is at present cen-
tred un the West Coast of ‘Vancouver Is'-
and, may 1 be permitted to make a few re-
marks on the need of life-saving appliances
ere?

I may claim to have a limited knowledge
of the West Coast, as I have been up and
down it off and on for sixteen.years in all
sizes of boats,

1t 1s useless. for anyone unacquainted
with the conditions prévailing on the West
Coast- of Vancouver ‘Island to give their
opinion ‘as to what life-saving appliances
should be adopted, and I certainly wou'd
not feel competent to do so.

It séems to me that the proper thing to
20 is for the Dominion government to ap-
)Xnt an expert or commission to take evi-
@ nce or suggestions from those competent
to give it, viz., the captain of the Queen
City, lighinouse keepers and otiners as to
what shou.. be done.

The twenty miles between Cape Beale
and Carmanah lights is a long stretch of
wild barren coast, and it'is on this stretch
that most of the wrecks have occurred. I
would offer as a suggestion the station-
ing of a telegraph operator at a point on
the line midway between these places,
with a complete rocket life-saving appar-
atus. There ‘is great difficulty, I know,
in transporting anything along the shore,
but the plant might often be avallable
and would not,cost much.

It seems to me that a lifeboat would be
absolutely useless; the only place I know
of where it would be available between
Cape Beale and Port Renfrew, is at Sea
Bird Rocks. v

HERBERT CARMICHAEL.

Victoria, B. C.

LIFE SAVING.

Sir—-Your various cofrespondents, who,
stirred in their sympathy as we all are,
by the sad loss of:life from the wreck of
the Valencia, and whose suggestions do in-
finite credit to their kindly hearts, have, I
am afraid, not the practical seafaring
knowledge to enable them to .properly
weigh the difficulties that their sugges-
tions of tugboats and lifeboats to afford
means of rescue preSent on our uninhabit-
ed rocky coastline,

If lifeboats' had been of any use the

. steamer Queen had eight- first class boats,

well equipped, that could have been avail-
able. Yet the master, W. E. Cousins,
whose ability as a seaman and heroism in
disaster has been testified-to in.many a
hard day’s. toil, that is known to-all men
who go dewn to the sea in ships, and
whom Victorians have given unstinted
praise - for - services rendered in life-saving,
did not consider it practical to send his
lifeboats in to the scene of the wreck.

In my opinion, the best means of assist-
ance on the coast line. from Nootka to
San Juan would be to establish every ten
miles a hut with a good sailorman station-
ed thereat, each hut to.be in communica-
:‘lzou bymwh-(-:t with his _needxt ;elglmr; As
; would not_be “expected that Or
could ‘work Velagqmté't‘éregng@x,gf%
éach hut have ‘a” dial, “‘marked similarly t
those messenger calls that are in' most of-
fices, with such .words as “‘All- well!” “Re-
quire assistance!” ete.—such calls as would
suggest themselves in:the case. . And let
the man who was nearest .the telegraph
operator warn hini. . As these men would
be only ten miles.apart, they would be
within reach 'of anything five miles on
ither side, and of each other. ~And do
oubt local knowledge would énable them
to find a coigne from which, without trav-
eling far, they could see to the extremity
of their -district. ~

Ther let each hut be supplied with a
rocket gun, set on d form of barrow with
necessary line and rockets, so that it
could be wheeled -to where it was required
to pass a line to a wreck. This with a
breeches buoy would succeed in saving peo-
ple when nothing could. be done from sea-
ward.

As every British ghip has on board in-
structions, and every .offlcer is required to
know how to act in the event of a line be-
ing passed on board, you would have the
readiest means of saving life. It would
not require more thgn ten men, at say $60
per month. The houses can be had ready-
made in British Columbia, and need not
cost much. Then you would have a patrol
of life-savers, with the various light-keep-
ers, all along the .coast, that would be al-
ways nearby in ‘the event of disaster. This,
with numerous notice- boards secured on
the trees, etc., in the event of.fog, wonld
enable anyone cast ashore to get assist-
ance Wwi...n a mile or two, if the patrol
did not see or hear signals.

The Dominion government have already
given $10,000 per.annum for the steamer
Salvor to be at call for emergency; and

it would not-be asking too .nineh for the/

necessary expense that would add a hun-
dred fold to her capabilities.

McANDREW.

WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY.

Sir—In reading the various letters touch-
ing on the recent appalling wreck of the
Valencia on the West ‘Coast, I' have been

Can Helth!

as prevention Is always better
than Cure., but.if you get laid up
remember that for the sick room
the best appliances and the high-
est quality of medicines are the
cheapest in the long run. By deal-
ing at Bowes’ Drug Store, You
run no risk of Substitution, and
get first quality all the time.

Cyrus H. Bowes
98 Government Street
Near Yates Street

by a

She says:

1 A Lady in London, Eng., Writes for Eight Bottles of

Shotbolt’'s Cucumber Cream

“I brought several bottles bo me with me and would very much like to
renew the quantity’” (2Jc. a bottle.)

SHOTBOLT'S PIONEER DRUG STORE, 52 JOHNSON

LOOK OUT FOR THE ELECTRIC SIGN.
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THE COFFEE DIFFICULTY

SOLVED BY USING
——=DIXI COFFEE—

A PERFECT BLEND OF OLD GOVERNMENT
JAVA AND GENUINE ARABIAN MOCHA

At 400 Per Ib.

Progressive Grocers =~ -

somewhat surprised that among the many
suggestions put forth to avert future sim-
flar catastrophe, not once has the prac-
ticability of wireless telegraphy been men-
tioned, although the utility of the same has
been so recently demonstrated on the At-
lantic ‘shore, both as a life and property
saver, which the following will show: Not
later ‘than the 10th ult. a frightful storm
threatened to destroy. the lightship anchor-
ed on Nantucket Shoal, for the protection
of trans-Atlantic steamers; the vessel hav-
ing sprung a leak, the pumps were found
to be inadequate to cope with the inrush
of water, and the following day a wireless
call was sent: forth for heip, which was im-
mediately responded to and assistance sent
out from three different points, one of the
rescuing boats taking the lightship in tow,
and being. finally forced to transfer the
erew, only in time, however, as the light-
ship sank ten minutes later. Another case
in which a calamity was probably averted
through ‘thls medium;‘is that’ of
Lorréine,' ' from »Frafice; for New
York.: -She was warned onithe 20th - nhtd
wireless message.from the Ameriean
liner Pheladelpbia to alter her. course, 10
avoid a large iceberg directly in her chart-
ed path, off the Grand Banks. Had the
Valencia had -wireless .apparatus on her
(which shauld be made compulsory on all
passenger steamers), and were stations
erected along our dangerous West Coast,
this disaster might have been prevented.

1t seems rather peculiar that the Domin-
fon government has turned all her atten-
tion in- this line to the East coast, hav-
ing already made contracts with the Mar-
conl Wireless Company for the erection of
twenty-three stations (twenty of which are
now operating) along the coast of Labra-
dor and Gulf of St. Lawrence, which, ac-
cording to the report of the late minister
of marine and -fisherles. the Hon. R. Pre-
fontalne, were giving complete satisfac-
tion, whilst our shores, which are proving
equally’ dangerous, are left unprotected.
The suggestion of one of your correspon-
dents, that signal telegraph stations be
placed every ten miles or so in order that
assistance may be speedily got in case of
wrecks,-is not all that is necessary; what
we require is a preventative, which, I
think, would be found in wireless teleg-
raphy. The matter could not be more
forcibly brought to the attention of the
Dominion govrenment than at the present
moment, when so many homes are mourn-
ing the loss of ‘loved ones who perished
within sight of land. Hoping that this
suggestion may not be altogether lost, and
thanking you for permitting me to en-
eroach on your valuable space,

PRO BONO PUBLICO.:

[“Pro Bono Publico” is mistaken. The
Colonist advocated the use of wireless
telegraphy on steamers as one of the pre-
cautions for life-saving, and the subject
has been freely discussed during the past
few days.—Ed.]

“ELK” EXTINCT!!

Sir—Why will you make public state-
mepts such as that in your issue of Jan-
uary 24, which may be quotéd as author-
itative, and yet is absolutely inaccurate?
Go to . Fleming, the photographer, and we
will show .you photographs of herds of the
elk which you and Professor Hornaday (?)
say are practically “extinet’’; photographs
taken by 'a’man in' your own town of elk
on your own Island; or I can givé you the
address of a gentteman in Victoria who has
seen at least sixty of these “extinct”
beasts in three weeks of 1903,

Every man who comes here shooting
seems to get his share of bulls (two per
man), and there is about as much chance
of - the Vancouver Island elk being killed
out, if thg present law Is kept, as there is
of the unnecessary error being eliminated
from the daily paper.

It ig only a few years ago that I had to
thrash all this out in the English Field,
producing the evidence of our successful
visitors and their bags, to prove that we
had plenty of wapiti (‘‘elk”) still- left. Now
you undo my work.

Take these facts from me, and I'll prove
them, if anyone likes to put up a large
enough’ bet to pay me for my trouble.,

1. There are plenty of elk on.Vancomver
Island still. To support this I will pro-
duce men: who have seen a hundred this
year, and killed some of them—citizens -of
Victoria, visitors like Mr. Hanbury and
naval men now on this station,” and one
of your own eclergy.

2. Ein were not “long ago extinet” even
on the Mainland of British Columbia.
They have been killed in recent years in
East Kootenay, though they are scarce
there. 3

" 8. Don’t belleve half you hear about the
beasts or-the men in the bush. Take a
holiday and go and look for yourself.
Hunters, my dear sir, are not all fools or
butchers, and very few men ‘slaughter.”

I really have had enough experience to
speak with some authority on this mat-
ter, and though, of course, there is a case
now and then of reckless killing, these
cases are very rare, and generally the work
of hide hunters. You have “plenty of elk
still on the Island, and as decent a set of
men to hunt them, whether visitors or lo-
cal, as you will find anywhere.

Take my advice. Be proud of them and
let them alone. They can take care of
themselves; but if there Is to be ever-

Where You Get Good Things to Eat.
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Dixi H. Ross & Co.

- 111 Govt. St., Victoria
R.706

STICKNEY
GASOLINE
ENGINES

] N—

23-3-4 H.P.

The little engine that does a
great work
Agriculturists and power-
users should call and inspect

at

E 6. PRIOR & CO., Ltd. -'P. JQ Government Street, Victoria

The Sprolt:Shaw
BUSINESS

VANCOUVER, B. C.
836 HASTINGS ST. W,

Offers_a Choice of 2 to 4 Position;

To every graduate. Students always Ip
Great Demand.

Commercial, Pitman and Gregg Short.
nand, Telegraphy, Typewriting (on the slx
standard makes of machines), and Lao-
guages, taught by competent - speclalists,

ROTT, B. A., Principal.
‘B AVSCRIVENsB. A, Viee-Prindlpak:
‘L. M. ROBERTS, Gregg. Shorthand.
H. C. SKINNER. Pitman Shorthand.

PACIFIC COAST SEEDS

FRUIT and ORNAMENTAL TREES,
GREENHOUSE PLANTS, Floral Work,
home industry. Catalogue free.

HENRY’S NURSERIES

Seed House and Greenhouses,
3010 Westm‘lusterB Rgad, -VANQOUVER,

OTTER

British Columbia and Alaskan parties
havinz ofter or any other raw furs will do
well to write us for prices paid, before
selling - elsewhere.

M. J. Jewett, Redwood, N. Y., U. 8. A,

Queen’s SouthAfrica
Medals and Clasps

A number of Queen’s South "Afriea
Medals and Clasps are still awaiting lssue
to ex-members of the 1st and 2nd Scottish
Horse, whose addresses are unknown.
Applications for these decorations should
be addressed to the Assistant Director of
Ordnance Stores (Medal Branch), Royal Ar
senal, Woolwich, accompanied by dis-
charge certificates (or duly certified copies
thereof), and full particulars of any ser-
vice with other Corps.

m—
POULTRY AND LIVESTOCK

EGGS FOR HATCHING—Black, white
and buff Orpingtons, white Leghorns and
Pekin duck eggs: - Miss Turner, -Cad-
boro Bay road. Tel. B337. §a26

FOR SALE—First ciass Jersey cow; good
milker, Apply Pemberton & Son, 45
Fort street. ja24

FOR HATCHING—White Leghorn
eggs, from fine hens, matéd with cocker-
ols 93%, 93%;; $1 setting. Unfertiles re-
placed. Box 447 Post Office. ja23

EGGS

FOR SALE—At Cloverdale Stock Farm, 2
pedlgreed Durham bull calves, 1 cross
Durham and Jersey, 1 grade Durham.
yearling and 2-year heifers, and small

igs. Apply to J. W. Tolmie, Box 226
Victoria, B. C. ja23

SRS
FOR SALE—A horse, trap and harness.
Apply Capt. Bunbury, ' Telephone No.
J-804, or 4% Yates street. ja23

rvd SALE—Quiet, fresh calved family
cow. - 100 Moss street. jal6

COWS.

FOR SALE—2 registered Jersey s
ja2l

Quick Bros., Royal Oaks.

FOR SALE—MISCELLANEOUS

FOR SALE—Seed wheat; yleld this year
over 50 bushels per acre; $40 per ton.
H. Ruckle, Beaver Point, B. C. ja8

FOR SALE—20-foot cabin gasoline launch;
6 h. p., salls ‘and gear complete. w.
Humphery, P. O., Victoria. ja2s

TO RENT—FARMS.
near Victoria, with

stock, feed and hn-
Colonist of-
jaz28

~

FOR RENT—PFarm,
privilege of buying
plements. Apply Lox 477
fice.

will be trouble.

As for your park, who Is going to pay
for it? We cannot afford too many lux-
uries. Let us pay for our comic commis-
sion and a few necessary utilities, before
we paint the lily by creating a park of
sanctuary for game on unexplored Varn
couver Island. =

CLIVE PHILLIPPS-WOLLEY.

iasting tinkering with the game law there

Pler Island, January 24, 1906.

g}
(From Friday's Dn

:No Drills.—Owing to the
qe drill hall being required
g morgue, in/ view of t

k, Lieut. Col. Hall
e Fifth Regiment d
ould be no drills during
week.

¢ S8ent to Asylum.- Willia
¢he man who ran amuck
ain on_ Tuesday evening
ructions at the Gorge and
hms been pronounced insane
moved ‘to the asylum at New W
8 being' taken over by I'rd
égll;stable Conway.
Fruit Growers’ Associatio
rd annual meeting of the
t Growers' Association ar
change, Limited, will be held
government buildings tomorrow
a. M. ;Among the business td
ore the meeting will be the
ﬁort of the association, elec
cers, etc.

e —_—
\{'Signs of Spring.—Eloquent

ns that spring is at hand at
nally early period this year
shed in the circumstance that
day Mr. Henry Irving called
(olonist office with a bunch of d
plucked yesterday in the gamn
Mrs. Flewin, the earliest daffo
1905 were a month later.
3 —
¢ Awaiting Report.—Nanaimo fis
ate anxiously waiting for the
rgport of the fisheries commissio
s sent to Ottawa several wee
d, which it was expected Wo
publishéd soon afterwards. It
efally thought that recommen
re made that would materially
térests in that district and cons
Iy those interested in the report &
ing for it every day.

‘F (From Saturday’s Daily.)

' Parmers’ Institute.—At “the !
mieeting of- the ‘Farmers’ Institu
at Nanaimo officers for the i
were- elected as follows: Pre
‘Randle;; vice-president, R. P.
secretary, Rev. G. W. Taylor; diy
F. J. Thatcher, % T. C. Westwd
Pillar, J. Gray, W. M. Hilbert; T}
ningham, and S, Kenyon; auditorg
Perry and J. H. Cocking; répresen
at Central Farmers” Institute, J. H

Much Snow in Mountains.—P
gers just ‘arriving at the coast
C. P. R. state that there has H
phenomenally -heavy snowfall
cier and for some distance eaS
west of that point. Drifts as hl
the car windows was what the
was forced to plow through for
miles, while in someé places the
fall amounfed to nearly 10 fe
depth. . ‘Around the station and
where the snowfall was compar
light.there was at least: six
snow, through 'which' little 'paty
been made. :

New Fishing Company.—A €0
whiceh is to be incorporated as th
adian Fishing company, is being
ized in Vancouver. Mr. Joseph N
derson, president of the Hen
Brothers -Drug Company, and
A. Freeman, Captain Willbur Jol
Mr. J.. M, Atkins, and Mr. H.
gon will be associated with him
undertaking. The practical knd
of Captain Freeman and Captai)
ston, and the financial standing ¢
associates speak well for the sud
the" udertaking, says the News
tiser.

Aims of Farmers.—At Nana
Thursday at the annual meeting
Farmers’ Institute of the district
mated and lengthy discussien
on various matters of interest to
and resolutions were passed.
ing all members of the legisla
oppose .any proposal for a chang
gime laws that might have a
to infringe on the rights now en
the farmers. (2) Instructing t
gate to the Central Farmers’ I
to support any action that migh
cheaper powder for clearing P
(3) Calling on the provincial gov:
to do everything possible to std
the disease of glanders in horses

Big Mimber Deal.—It is repd
Vancouver that Mr. William §
the well known timber dealer,
posed of practically all his hol
British Columbia to a group o
apolis eapitalists. These includ
0.000 acres of timber lands and
site at Port Harvey; $80,000 is
ed as the price. It is said that
owners will proceed to erect a
the site, and manufacture timbg
extensive contracts they have mds
the Canadian Northern and Gran
Pacific Railway companies.
northern boats pass close to the
the Union Steamship company’s
calls twice a week.

‘A Political Rumor.—It was st4
grday on excellent authority’ thi
hiad been received by prominent
in the city that it has been pr
decided by the powers that bd
tawa, that George Riley, M. P.

Nurse’ Gained
Ten Po

B

When a person is thin, weak
down in health, there is no evi
ks ration so satisfactory as &
crease in -weight and beca
‘Chase’s Nerve Food will stand
‘We are glad to have you make
eXvect too much from the firg
two, but begin this treatment
determination that you will
chance to cure you and you wi
disappointed. It is composed o
ments of nature which go to £
firm flesh and tissue and ever
bound to be, at least, of some
you,

Mrs. H. A. Loynes, nurse,
burg. Que., writes: “I was all o
and eould not do my own work,
thing I ate made me sick. Iy
othérs I had seen the good resu

hase’s Nerve Food and resoly

+ As a result of this treatme
gained ten pounds, do my oV
alone, and feel like an entirely
Rerson.”
b(-,Dr. Chase’'s Nerve Food; 5(

X, 8 boxes for $2.50. at all d

dmanson, Bates & Co., Torog




