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fof future operations doubtful. In the|intimate personal knowledge of particn-
event of the industry being *‘extin-|lar colonies,and will afford informationas
guishéd,” it may be possible that not|totheclimate,conditionsof life, cost of liv-
a few of the schooners here, which have | ing,rates of wages, natural resources and
been s source of great profit to this city, | requirements of ‘each tolony, indicating
and [to the Province at large,; may | where openings exist for ‘extended col-
be utilized for deep sea fishing, but|onization’ and imigration. The first
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tures on Canada, by qualified authorities
g lon the subject of the Dominion’s re-
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CANADA’S RESOURCES.

In the course of an extended inter-
view published in the Citizen, of Lon-
don, England, on. the 12th ultimo, the
Conservative leader is thus reported to
have expressed himeelf in regard to sev-
eral subjects of especial interest to this
rovince as well as to the Dominion at
large. The following are exfracts from
that paper:

“What about the line between Can-
adaand Australia?’ - - .
“ That is & most valuable line, and one
of the most important- services it is per-
forming to-day is to carry Canpadian
wheat to Australia to supply. the defi-
ciency of the wheat crop in the sout hern
colonies.. It has been the means of
establishing a most important trade be-
tween Australia and Canada, which will
be greatly increased when we get the new
fast line of steamers between the United
Kingdom and the Dominion.””
¢ And-now, Sir Charles, with regard
to the. grand Oanadian Dominion,, of

sentative, what, may I ask, were the
prosa:cts when you left? :
*“Canada, as you know, occupies 38
large a portion of the continent of North
' America as does the United States—that
s to say, the country lying to the south.
I do not, of course, take in Alagka to the
north, as that is practically a desert.
The climate 18 everything that can be
desired for European colonization; in
fact, there is no more healthy or in-
vigorating climate in the world. 'Its re-
sources are simply boundless and inex-
-haustible. Its fisheried are unequalled,
its forests rival anything that cau be
found in any part of the world—more
timber and lumber coming out of the

which you are sgo distinguished a repre- |
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THE BUSINESS SITUATION.”

At this seagon, more especially as we
are entering npon what so many predict
to be a new and enlarged era of develop-
ment for the Provinee, it will be ‘of in-
terest to review the present business
situation, with reference to the year
just closed and theprospects for the near
future. In onr regular New Year’s
edition in whicha supplementis devoted
to a review of the Province for 1896, con-
taining statistics of trade and commerce,
and faets indieating the progress of that
period, the data supplied were decidedly
encouraging to those wio haye been look-
ing forward to a return of prosperity.

It is natural to look for hopeful signs
and to be sanguine for the future eyen
where the encouragement is but slight,
or lacking in actusl fact. Ever sincethe
late. denression : set in _the  busi-
ness community has, at the begin-
ning of each year, hoped that that year
would turn the scale in its' favor, only,

‘We regret to say, to suffer disappoint-:
ment. The actual volume of trade was
well maintained throughout, but condi-
tions continued to be diseouraging and
bad. 7oL : 1

Now, however, we may fairly say that
the record ef the past year places it be-
yond  douht < that ‘times « hgva
improved. The Treturns we  have
published show a healthy expansion of
business; but, in addition to. and more
important than that, the tone pervading
the commercial community is buoy#nt
and strong. Wholesale men, the state
of whose business is a safe barometrical
guide, report that the volume of $ransac-
tions has not cnly increased, but that
the character of trade is better and the

.method of doing it greatly improved.-
Accounts have been reduced to a thirty
and sixty day basis, and collections are
prompt. From the sfandpoint of ‘profit
and permanency the.latter considera-
tionsare much more important thamn in-
creased volume, but when we find bath
conditions existing our satisfaction is
greatly enhanced.

The retail trade in every- instance has
not had the same satisfactory experi-
ences, but these are sure to follow, pro-
vided credit is properly restricted and
business is kept within ' the limits of
legitimate demand. The tendency among
‘retailers is always in the diréction of too
much book-keeping, ‘overstocking and
extreme ‘competition. ~ The Province as
a whole, and Victoria “in' particular, has
suffered in'all these-respects,

With regard to the, J'}niugtries of the
Province, and we refer more particularly
to manufacturing; establishments, we
cannot  speak. with the same cer-

other causes, there has been a bountiful
crop, and'dnring the latter part of the
year a.good demand, at good prices for
spot eash. 'We are informed that farm-
ers have never succeeded so well in dis-

EDITORIAL COMMENT.

Ixn the Scalpel ‘‘a Frenchman”’ gives
his views at length in regard to the de-

in trade,

population of France. He says that it

-posing of their produce 8o early in the|js not the high death rate that is blame-
year.* Agriculture is now -beginuing to | worthy, but thé“low 'birth rate; while
assume that importance in British Col- | the defective vitality cannot be laid ‘to
umbis which makes the success or fail- | the charge of ‘poverty, ** The richer a
ure of a season’s erop felt as aninfluence | Frenchman is,”” continues the writer,
Heretofore it has never been | «“the fewer children he has—the rich,
counted upon as a factor as in other pro- | the educated, the cultared are the cul-
vinces'where farming is a staple and 8| prits. -The French people do not chodse
stable induétry. There is, perhaps, no|to have families.”. . After discussing the:

more encouraging indication of progress
than this, because despite .the discour-
agements -~ and  disappointments of
the past there is room for a large
constituency of farmers in British Co-
lumbia and the capabilities of its farm-
ing l&nds under cultivation are sufficient
to meet the demands of home consump-
tion for all time' to come, and probably
afford a surplus as well. Looking, there-
fore, at the situation as a whole from a
purely business point of view, the record

subject in a'plain and cogent manner,
the writer inquires: ¢ Should we not
blamé the decadence of ‘an effete civili-
zation in which refinement ig pushed
beyord the Iimits of reason??’

U. S. MINERAL PRODUCTS.

New York, Jan. 2.—The Engineering
and Mining Journal contains statistics
of the ‘mineral product of the United
States during 1896. The production for

the qutlook for the future is hopeful:tp

in the bloom of -anticipation.

THE B. C: SOUTHERN.

course the Times makes
of a statement
result of a

feited?
raised,

been had the position

when 1t ' made if.

“iniquity »’ of the transaction until

was on ‘the ground and if it knew, as

of 1896 has been most encouraging, and

degree which should inspire confidence cexlxt. ia_Jootee ¥ . £,
generallysand stimulate every business|yalues, rather than in quantities; The
man to exert his best energies during total production of metal in 1896 was

Times last evening on the subject of the|ihe year being 1,300,000
‘Jand grant to the B. C. ‘Southern, it ia}production continues in the hands of a
simply necessary to say that what the|single company, the Pittsburgh Reduc-
Conoxist stated was absolutely correct: | Ho% Qompany. An increase of about 100
It was never intended that the Act 'of}iimony, which came w
1894 should carry the land subsidy tothe | fornia.

p i tood. Offamounted to 67,768,160 pounds.
FORR, IR0 Wak S ™ under:he most] more than abso;'bed by the extraordinary

1896 is given with a total value of $653,-
311,468, showing a decrease as ¢ompared
21 with 1895 of $24,689,266, or about 3¢ per

This decrease was largely in

valued at $242,311,481, an increase of

‘the year upon which we have just en-|¢} 694,111 over the previons year, while
tered—a year which, let us hope, will be | the value gf non-metalli¢ substance was
as fruitful in results as it gives promise | $410,999,987, .a decrease of $26,383,-

377 irom 1895. A" large part of
‘this was due to' the lower values of
‘coal, stone and a few other important
.1 substances, very little resulting from the
gmaller quantities. The production of

' With respect‘ %o -the- rentarka.of the aluminum shows an increase of 400,000

pounds over that of 1895, the total for
pounds. The

tons is reported in the groduotion of an-

olly from Cali-
In copper the, total gains
It was

exports for the year, which are the

which -was  the|largest on record.
misapprehension,
of not the intent but the letter of the [States in 1896 reached the total of $57,-
law. 1fit had been known and under-
stood that the-Act as passed gave a right | which far surpasses the gain reported
o s Iz mabeidy of I ik, LB Ao e i teen ol
how was it that the islature gave to | PUIS b A A
the Columbia & WeI;?;m land which [\ gold producing countries.

The gold production. of the United

000,000, 2 gain over 1895 of no less than
$10,169,800.. This extraordinary advance

Our out-
put'of gold was no less than 26 per cent.

was included in the grant and belonged | of the total output by the entire world.
to the B. O. Southern until it was for-|
The question was not then{in 1896, 8768,809 long: tons.

ag- it assuredly -would have

The production of pig iren has been
The de-
pression . in . business which made itself
manifest in the latter part of the year,

) of { has had less effect than had been antici-
affairs been known. Upon this point|pated, the decrease’ from 1895 being
the Times is significantly silent. ' It en- | 0Bly 677,439 tons, or about 7 per cent.
deavors now to convey’ the impression
that its admission that had the road 717 short tons, an increase of 20,863 tons
been built the land grant wonld have |over the preceding year. In addition to
been unobjectionable. It referred to the | this there were 79,000 tons produced
grant in the *‘ original form,’’ but it for-
got to qualify the statement in that way

The production of lead from the
domestic oree in 1896 amounted to 175,-

from imported ores; or refined trom im-
. bullion. 3
The. quicksilver output, for 1896 was

How K was{33,012 flasks of 76%¢ pounds each, show-
it  that this. watchdog of the}ing decrease of 936 flasks from the pre-

public linterests never discoverel the

vious/year. = The prodtiction continués
"> | to- come. wholly from the California
it | mines, no.new deposit. having been de-

was pointed out by Hon. Mr. Blair? It|yeloped to the producing . point .during

it/| the year.
The production of silver from domestic

da that they have been obliged, in the in-
terestsof theirown people, to takeoff the
duty formerly imposed. The agricultural
resources of Canada are simply enor-
mous; the provinces of Manitoba and
the Northwest. produced as much whest
last year as the whole of England. It
may be regarded as & demonstrated fact
that capital “and - popunlation could be
thrown into Canada sufficient to enable
it to provide all the bread and meat
which this country requires to import.
Its mineral wealth is at this moment at-
tracting the attention of the world ; coal
of the finest bituminous quality is found
in enormous quantities both on the At-
lantic and .Pacific coasts—there is none
in the United States—and gold is found
in every province in the Dominion. In
Nova. Secotia, on the Rainy river in.On-
tario, and in Manitoba great discover-
ies ‘have been made, and important
develofments are taking place. In Brit-
ish Columbia the oatput of gold. silver
and copper within the past twelve
monthe i8 represented by a great many
millions of dollars, and yet it is quite
evident thaj these discoveries are only
in their infancy. The Le Roi mine alone,
at Rossland, in British Columbia, opened
out a little more than a year ago, has al-
ready paid a quarter of a million of dol-
lars in dividends, and this is only one of
a ‘number that are being profitably
worked. Then, again, the world is at
present dependent upon the nickel mines
in Sudbury, Ontario, and. New Caledo-
nia for the entire.supply of that import-
ant metal. All the warships of the
United States have been armor-plated
with nickel steel from the Sudbury mines
in Ontario. : 3

‘* What about the proposed’ new fast
Atlantic steamship service between the
mother country and Canada?’’

¢ As you are doubtless aware, the Im-
perial government and the Canadian
government joined in providing a sub-
sidy of £60,000 a year for ten years for
the purpose-of placing three steamers on
the line between Vancouver, Yokohama
and Hongkong. These steamers were
built by the Naval Construction Com-
pany under Admiralty supervision, and
| are therefore subject to the eall of the
Imperial government as royal naval re-
serve cruisers in case of any emergency.
The parliament of Canada has pro-
vided £150,000 sterling for a  fast
line of ~ steamers between a6 port
in the TUnited Kindom and Quebec
in summer, and Halifax in” winter, the
Imperial parliament having agreed to
contribute £75,000 a year. These steam-
ers are to beof the class of the Teutonic
 and Majestic of the White Star line, and
are to be built under Admiralty super-
vigion so-that they may take on at a mo-
ment’s notice the necessary armaments
to.form. Royal Naval Reserve cruisers.”

“ ] understand that such a service
would bring even New York within eas-
ier distance than it is to-day?’ .

“ That is so. Canada being 600 miles
nearer  this country than New York
would enable us to deliver mails
and passengers in that city quick-
er than by any -direct line now
existing. Such aservice would also bring
Quebec, Montreal, Toronto, and all the
Western. States very much mnearer to
this country than they are now,and by
means of the great transcontinental
line of railway across from Montreal to
Vancouyer such a line would apprecia-
bly lessen the distance between Europe,
Japan, China, and Australasia. We are
now able to deliver letters frem Yoko-
hama in London by ' the Canadian Paci-
fic railway and steamers in one half of
the time required by the Suez canal, the
next shortest route, which isa most
striking instance of the value of the pro-
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One important fact is to be noted, that
the increase: of  trade noticeable, 80
far ag it can be attributed to a specific
cause or referred to a particularlocality,
has arisen largely out of mining develop»
ment directly or indirectly, and those
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and sought for trade in, the channels
thus opened ap have been those most

the prospective regults of the mining in-
dustry, ‘as it ‘assumes the: anticipated
proportions, and ' emphasizes more
strongly than can be ‘expressed in words
the great necessity for augmenting the
facilities of commaunication with the
mining districts. . : ;

The other large industries have had
_wvarying fortunes. Coal mining has suf=
fered severely owing to the low freight
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- ‘market; but this is a condition likely to
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States smelters no less. than 40,000,000
-|fine ounces of silver, making a total
quantity refined or put in final market-
able form in this country 85,465,173 fine
ounces. . -Of -the silver .obtained from
foreign ores, it is estimated that 38,000,-
000 ounces came from Mexican ores and
bullion .. and ,2,000,000 ounces from

noticed that there has been, even ameng materials;brought from Canada, chiefly
intelligent. people. in Great Britain,:
great want of knowledge of the eondi-

a | British Columbia,:

The ‘fotal -production of spelter for
"~ | commerce for the year 1896 amounted to
18 | 77,084 short fons, a decrease of 4,070 tons

looked. upon. -by -many, - despite efforts | from that of 1895,
thdt have been put forth to spread:in-| ' -
formation. regarding the conditions of | 1 no CUtPUL 18 1506 was 141,770,099 tons,

The increase in coal was not large,

8 gain over 1895 of 4,371,752 tons. On

Canada; as a ‘sort of wilderness, where | the other hand there was a decrease of

6,782,057 short' ‘tons , in - the -anthracite

ilized life are not to be' obtained, or, en {production, thie. amount being greater
the other hand, it seems to be imagined
that a'youth brought up-in the midst of | ghort tons, and the. total. decrease, a8
lnxtry, and without having learned any | compared with 1895, was 2,410,305 short
trade or profession, haa only to be sent toif tons.
the colonies to secare the employment
which he had notthe influence,orperhaps | the earlier part of
the aptitude to get among his own
friends - in his own country. While
there- were so n.any migconceptions specialty at the

than the gain in bitumingus,  The total
coal production was therefore 103,351,027

The ; uction of coke showeq a
gain of 445,276 "tons, chiefly due to the
activity of the iron.and steel trade in
the year.
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