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conferred upon a peuvple, piay will
Governor Seymour teli as when it will
be old enough? One year, ten years,
twenty years hence? .Isnot the mind
of the young in either Colony as pre.
‘pared to drink ‘io knowledge as it is
in England or Canada ? and will it be
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; Lytton
....... aeses VADWibKle
RirhAald

.Barkerville

os sesssnsnsans meiSORAEIE) W T
:34n Francisco
............ RE do

.Clement’s I;ane, London
30 Cornhill, London

Governor Seymour on Education,
There is'no good thing in the world

"80 perfect ‘that it may not by mis-

representation be held up.as an evil;
but it does not follow that because ot
that misrepresentation the good thing
has lost its excellence. Just so it is
with our system of .education. It is
as admirable to~day as it ever was; if
fostered, as it ought to be, it will cons
tinwe to produce admirable results;
and no true well-wisher of the. Colony
can read, save with a mingled feeling
of disappointment and pain, the Gover..
nor's message on the subject to the
Legislative Council. The doecument is
one of the most silly that ever aspired

to rank as a State paper, and where- |
ever read it will be regarded asa|c

BINALS QD . Q

A j)i'am the meaning of on
half of'its sentences, . It is-a stringing

,,i.t'ﬁgethe"r ot words without point or

reason—a mere waste of ink and
paper—to state that the Governor is
in favor of the adoption of a similar
system of denominational education
for this Colony that exists in the
semi-barbaric Colony of British Hon~
duras, Fancy the Governor of this
““ magnificent territory,” with the
bright examples of what free educa-
tion has done and .is doing for the ad
vancement of the British Provinces
and the United States before bhim,
gravely asserting that “in Vaoncouver
Island an attempt bas been made to
make the education of the youth a
burden on the Colony,” and adding, upon
the aumthority of bis predecessor, that
the syetem. has not been successfnl,
and that other objects besides the in-
tellectual advancement of the children
were sometimes allowed ertrance into
the consideration of the Board of Edu-
cation.” What the latter half of this
Senience means we leave for the mem-
bers of the Board to explain; but we
deny that the system of education on
the Island has been unsuccesstul. It
bas been in the highest degree success-
ful. The establishment of the schools
was about the only good thing tbat
we have to thank Governor Kennedy
for, although that gentleman appears
to have done his best to break them
‘down towards the last; and as for
their being a “ burden on the Colony,”
this is a stretch of imagination on the
part of the Governor. The people
never felt it a burden, becamsp the
expense was borne equally by all
classcs—the poor man with balf a
dozen children to educate paid no
more than a man without a family
All contributed alike to the develop~
ment of the minds of the young,
Again the messrage says:

“ The Governor- is ‘of ‘opinion
thai: the Colony is not yet ‘old
enough  for any regular system
of education 1o ' be established,
hor would he wish, under the present
constitution, to press his own views
upoa the Legisluture, though he bas

0 desire 10 conceal them.”

Ifthe Colony is not old enough for
01:9 of tho greatest blessings that can be

oy

up in igno
vice, and the expense incurred

ihle punishment of wrong~doing by its
ignorant’ ‘¢itizens has cost the 'State

B0. | quadruple the sum that it would have

required to enlighten and educate
them ? The next'sentence in'the mes«
'sage is of an equally extraordinary
character ; ’

“He (the Governor) thinks that any
_man who respects himself would not de=
sire to bave his chtdren instructed
without some pecuniary eacrifice on
his own part. The State may aid the
parent, but ought not to'relicve him
of his own patural responsibility, else
it may happen that the promising me.
chanic may be marred, and the country
overburdened with: half educated profes-
| sional politicians, or needy hangers-on of
the Government.” *

Governor Seymour in‘snltl the com
mon sense of the country when he as-
serts that “any man who respects
himsgelf would not desire to have his
children instructed without some pecu:
niary sacrifice on his own part.” Is
not every man of family called on
daily to make great pecuniary sacri-
fices in order.to | @ and feed his
family 7/ Take a ma h a wife and

for t0 8uppOr:

ere th ithoni a

tributes a dollar?  Fie, Gover.
nor Seymour! who paid for your
educaticn in the school of politics that
youare ignorant of the fact that by our
system of taxation every man, rich or
poor, must pey his share towards de-
fraying the expense of ‘every branch
of the Government, and that he who
has half-a-dczen mouths to teed con-
tributes far more than the man who
bas only himself to look after. How,
then, could it be possible for any 1esi=
dent of the Colony to have his children
educated without a pecuniary sacrifice
“on his own part?” The fear expressed
that if the parent be relieved ot his own
watural responsibility a ¢ promising
wechanic may be marred,” is a piece
of insulting snobhery. The Governor
evidontly thinks that the scn of a me.
chanic bas no right to raise himselt
above the grade into which he was
born, and he would prefer to see him
remain without any education than to
run the risk of becoming a ¢ half-
educated politician or a needy hanger-
on of Government.” In sncering at
the efforts of people in the humbler
walks of life to elevate their young,
the Governor levels a shaft at the roll
of illustrions men who sprang from
the people, and whose deeds adorn the
brightest pages ot 'Engli‘sh hirtery.
The present Lord St Leonards com—
menced life as a barber’s apprentic:,
in bis father’s shop, and-rose to Lo
Chanceller of England ; Lord Lynd-
hurst’s father was a painter; Sir
Robert Peel owed the foundation of
his greatness to mechanism ; Cardinal
Wolsey was the son of a butcher;
Abraham Lincoln was a rsilsplitter,
and Andrew Johnson a tsilor—yet
both have risen to be rulers of a great
nation. Education enabled these il«
lustrious characters, with thousands of
others who emerged from similar
surrouudings, to write their names on
the roll’ of fame, although in their
cage  promising mechanics were
marred.” The Colony ean afford to
smile at the allusion made towards
“ half~educated ‘politicians ~or necdy
hanger-on of the Government.”
Governor speaks feelingly on this point.
He has certainly no reason to admire
either class. But he must bear in

the ma

mind that the batleeduCaled ol mors
ants that are feeding upon the vitals
of ;the Colony are of his own
tion, and were not bred from
stock. The Governor proce
that % the Goverp

ed the child 1o @

The|

ready aptitude and him whase brain
becomes pained and contased in en.
(deavoring to master the simplest
problems. Ths Governor Gonceives
it to be the duty of the.governing
power to assist in the giving to all
elementary iostruction and then to
offer an inducement to those who are
able to come to the- front ig the in~
tellectual struggle with their fellow-

Ren.”’ A

It would ¢confuse and pain the
brain of any boy” or man of “ready
aptitade” to ¢ master the simple
problem ” laid down in the above ex-
tract, It is pretty evidens, though,
that the brain of our. Governor must
have been both “pained and confused”
when be penned this remarkably stupid
message ; and we - fear that the
statement ihat it is the cleverest who
always come to the front in the intel<
lectual struggle,” has ot held good in
bis case. His Excecllency leaves the
problem nnsolved, and braunches off
upon the question of “ religious tolera-
tion.” = ¢ The: Governments or its
saleried officers,” he says, ¢ will not
interfers with tho religious belief of
apyone.” He assures the Jew hhgt. he
@8 Dot 8ent to_the Colopg i penge

i

Roman Catholic is informed that he
may still live and die bhappy in the en-
joyment ot the belief of the « merciful
intercession of the Blessed Virgin ;”
the Church of HEngland is told
that he will not give it special sup-
port;” “the acidity(?) of the Calvinistic
doctrines of some Protestant believers
i8 not to be mitigated,” and Gov-
ernment has decided not to * deter~
mine authoratively the number of the
sacraments.” Afier these comforting
assuranves of theological non.interfery
ence, the-mind of the reader is some~
what prepared for the following :

“ Wherefore the Government is of
opinion that when the time comes for
the establishment ot a large common
school, religious teaching ought not to
be allowed to intrude. [t 1s vain to
say !t there are certain elementary
mati:- v in which all Christians (leav
ing ous the Jews) must agree. If is
merely calling upon a man picked up ut
random, allured by a irifling salary, to
do what the whole religious wisdom, feel~

ing -and affection of the world has not
yet done.”

If there be a grain of sense contain
ed 1 the above elegant morceaux, we)
takeit that His Excellency means tosay
that when the time comes (it will bot
be in Governor Seymour’s time, that
is quite evident), for the establishment
of a Common School system, it
be sectlar in its managoment; that
Christians (* leaving out the Jews,” w
we never before knew believed ig | he
divinity of our Saviour) agree ! in
educating their young ; bus that % no
man picked up at random, allured by
a trifling salary,” (if the amount of a
man’s salary be any test of his wis-
dom;, what a giant in intellect our

Lo mix religious with secular instruc-
tion. This is our tranalation of this in-
comprehensible paragraph. Perbaps
some of our readers may furnish a difierent
definition. llis Excellency next—with all the
loquacity and gliboess -of an -experienced
chiropodist, talks of “ the patiog down of all
excrescences ” as though they were 80  many
coros;on - one's -feet, and turns up his nose
at the idea of a man on & low salary pos-
sessing 8 modicum of common sense, inthe
lollowiog original style ; 24 :

* The paring down of all-excresences
which ‘one man on a hundred and fifty
pounds a-year . may, think disfigure ‘rthy
scveral religions, and the reduciog them to
& commcn standard, becomes a sort of method-

" | problem laid down in the above extract, but

ved? pe.

Governor must be), should be ullowed Wooard H. M. 8, Sparrowhawk, but on the

wm: wh ch m.y locaily be named ufier -the
schoolmaster who performs it,”

We bave attempted to solve the difficult

have given up in despair. Tke only'point
clear in the sentence is that the Goverpor
thinks that the man-who accepts a salary of

8150 per anna ow uokbing

ordinary morta
The "message concludes
by expressing ‘what ' might have ‘been
done'in ten lines—that His Execellency is in
favor-of abolishing the Free 'School :system
and ‘substituting therefor one ‘that shail: be
denominational ‘in its character.. That is to
say : the Jews may haveone schkool, the
Church of Eogland another, the  Roman
Catholics a third, and the Metbodists and
Presbyterians each one=-all in the enjoy-
meat of Governmental support,
the schovlmaster will be privileged to
open to the children “ any of the sacrea mys
teries.”{ (what are they ?)  the schools,
supported by Government, will be free from
d eominational influence, but the children
wust pay half-a-dollar per month—as they
do in British Honduras! Does His Ex-
cellency imagine that the payment of half-
ardollar per month will increase the * apti~
tude” of the pupils, that it will better fit
them for the ** battle of life/” or that it will
prepare the country any the sosner for a
common school system? Taken as a whole,
we have never read a more nonsencicals
stupid, upargumentative or impracticable
State paper than this message. It is in-
tended as a bid for popularity with all de-
nominations, and is a feeble effort to explain
why the Government wishes to break down
the Common Schools of the Island, and sub-
stitute a syetem_that will give rise to bicker-
ings, jealousies aod hatreds between the
varidu.relioios 4‘;‘A;;JF,,‘_7.;'_.‘::'?C'. ;
2side .are the-places -where
religions iostruction should be imparted to
the young. and any attempt made to use
public money in support of sectarian estab-
lishments should meet with a firm and dig-
nified protest from the taxpayers, and place
ao additional load of infamy upon the back of
the Government.

LOCAL INTELLIGENCE
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Ciry CouxciL—IMPORTANT BusiNEss.—
This body met last evening. Present—
Councillors Trabey, Gibbs, Gowen, Layzelle.
Councillor Gowen in the chair. The Com-
mittee appointed to examine the copy of the
Government Assessment Roll, reported that
the eame was correct. Received and adopt~
ed. - The Countil then went into Committee
of the Whole on the Rental and Insurance
Returns. Upon the Committee rising, a re~
solution offered by Councillor Hebbard, as
follows, was carried : * That the clerk be jn-
structed - to notify the Insurance Com-
panies that the Council, in accepting these
returcs and levying an anonal rate of one-
tenth of one per cent. upon the amount there~
of, do 8o without prejudice to any investiga-
tion that may hereafter be deemed necessary
relative to said returns.” Oa motion, the
clerk received instructions to potify the pub-
lic that the rate levied on real estate is one-
quarter of one per cent. for the year; that
the rate npon rentals isjtbree per cent.; and
upon Fire Insurance Companies, that the
rate is one-t.gnthof _one per cent. per anpum
uopon ‘the amount of business transacted as
per-retarns. Al of these rates to be payable
quarterly, and that ‘the first instalment is now
due, aud payable at the Clerk’s office, City
Council Chambers, between the hours of 10
a. m. aod 4 p.m. Council then adjourned
antil 6.30 o’clock on Monday evening.

o the . nome . o

OasvaLty AT EsQuivart. — About
o’clock on Tharsday night, a boat belonging
to H. M.'s gunhoat Grappler, mabned by
four mep, left the wharf at Esquimalt to

way the vessel was capsized, and two out of
the four occupants were drowned. The re-
maining two clung to the boat anl were
saved by boats that put out almost nme=
diately from the gunboat Forward. e of
the drowned men was the sbip-keeper of the
Grappler, and the othr,-'chiel stoker of ‘the

Sparrowhawk. The accident occorred
through ‘carelessness.  The  bodies bad not
been foand up to last evening, nviwithstand.
ing that a diligent search was made all day
by the comrades of tbe unfortunate men.

Perition—The millmeu and othersiat Bute
rard lolet yesterday sent a petition to town
praying Ilis Excellency to cause a new road
to be made from the Inlet, by. the seaboard,

where 4

Mounday, March 4tb, 1867. i
Tae Boar Accrpent At Esquimarz—~
Neither of the bodies of the cailors lost < by
the upsetting of the boat in Esquimalt harbor
on Thursday bave been recovered. The ac~
cident arose from a quarrel between D,a'tsi’m ¥

the stoker, and Primér the shipkeeper, a8 _{¢
$ 3 VE A N Lo Sy s st ohs
.8houid DAL
TR P e ®

Aok B
» How 1T Max®s oNE SHIvER' to bear of
the thérmometer beirg down to 3B degrees.
below zero, “at the Junction; to read of the
establishment of skating rinks and the pres-
ence of - twelve inches of - snow, affording
good sleighing, at New Westminster, while
at Victoria down to last night, there was
ueither sncw nor ice, and one could go out of
doors at all bours without an overcoat.

TrE *¢ NicHOLAS BippLE.”—This ship was
towed to Port Townsend on Saturday by
the Fideliter and Diana, beyond which point,
they were prevented from proceeding, owing
to their being British bottoms. The ship
wiil, thercfore, bave to lie at Port Townsend
until an American stcamer can be had to-
tow ber into PortyMadison.

THE Caledonian Society on Friday held their
monthly meeting at their new hall, corner of
Gevernment and Broughton streets. A nam.
ber of new members were enrolled and several
officers installed, A consider‘ahljfamount‘ of
very interesting business wax got through, and

& committee appointed to revise the by~laws of
the Society:

Tae ENTERPRISE arrived at 4 o’clock Sat-
urday afternoon with a few passengers from-
New Westminster. ‘' Tho news is Unimpors
tant. The Cariboo express left Hope at four
o'clock yesterday morning for New Westmin-
ster and bad not reached there when the En~-
terprise sailed for this port. Governor Sey-
mour is said to be quite seriisly il  He
passed a bad pight. on. Friday, bat was &

>

T e want gx 030 L] st-yesterday morning.

““OCEAN MAIL Service.—Capt. Williams came -
up by the Enterprise for the purpose of obs-
taining a renewal of the contract to carry our
mails ; but ag the result of the deliberations o

the Legislative Council (with closed doors)
bas not transpired we are not in a position to
announce it. It is understood that the only
tender was from the old company.— Columbian.

CrowN REVENUE aND CrowN OFricErs
Savaries —The Crown revenue received om:
the mainland duriog the past three years was
ag follows : —1864—$77,192 ; 1865—$52.960

1866 —$57,496 ; total, $187,468. The salaries
paid under the Crown Salaries’ Act for the
same period were :—1864—$42,275; 1865—
$47,045; 1866 —847,045 ; total, $136,365:

Coar Exports.—The coal exported last
month from Nanaimo reached a total of
2626 tons—of which amount, 453 tons were
for Victoria : 1675 tons for San Franciéco;.
237 tons for Sitka, and the remainder for the
use of naval and other steamers.

Ramsine THE Prices.—We hear that it is im
contemplation by the Hudson Bay Company to
raise the prices of freight and passage, per
steamer Enterprise. If the change is decided
on, the price of passage will shortly be $5 and
$4 per ton for freight.— Exammner.

A Plea for Denominational Schools,

Messrs Epitcrs :—1In your article this
worniog in reference to the Governor’s meg—
sage,on the subject of Education, you say
that his Excellency *“is in favor of doin
away with secular schools dnd substituting
sectarian establishments, & most improper.
system.” Permit me to remiad you, or per--
haps ioform yom, that “this most igye-
proper system,” ‘besides being in action in.
British: Honduras, isalso in existence in the
large and important Colony, of which Mel -
bourne is the Capital, and, 1 have no doubt,
in all the other Colonies of Australia. Be.
sides, let us have done with this {avorite:
word ¢ sectarian.” Of all systems, the Dew
nominatioval is that which is really non~
sectarian, since all denominations are e ually
aseisted. ‘It seems to me, however, that the
present system has been sy petted and
patted by the press, that most persons seem
afraid of opening their mouths against it,
and so imagine that it is the thing to do, te-
pet it and pat it further. lan point of faor.
the Denominational system is that wbiel:
would give most satisfaction, if it were once
lnaugurated. Besides, I fully agree with rhe
notion that parents should do something to=
wards the instruction of their children. . Of
course, there would be and always bave been
Proper exceptions in'the case of orphans. In
Mel.bourue, the amoant paid is ‘one shillfog,
or ninepence ' per week, accarding to age ;
80 that half-a-dollar per month here would
be cheaper than that. This payment ought
gnly to include instraction ' ju reading, write
log, arithmetic, grammer'and history. Should
aoy pupil wish tn proceed to geometrical or
analytical matirematies, the ancient or
modern; lange.yee, the fees, of course, wounld
be higher. I, fcp one, siccerely hope the .
Hoo Council will allow tothing to prevent
them (rom fully coincidiog with the views of
the Governor,

ROBERT WILLIAMS, M. A;.

to New Weetminster,~B C Ezaminer.

March 1, 1867,




