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Tuesday, March 27, 1866,
BIG BEND IN SAN FRANCISCO

—

By the arrival yesterday of the Del Norte
we find that the excitement in California
about Big Bend increases ag the spring ad-
vances. From present indications, according

to some of the passengers who arrived yesn

terday, the California exodus to Big Bend
will reach, the ensuiog season, at least ten thou.
sand men, half of whom are expected (0 sail
by Portland, and risk the long and expensive
line of travel rather than make their journey
through British territory. The prejudice
against both Vancouver Island and British
Columbia is so strong along the Pacifie
coast that nothing short of a- com-
plete revolution in the Government and
legislation of both colonies will remove
the bap that lies upon them, Yet at
the present critical condition of affairs
ws have the Legislative Council, instead of
forwarding the liberal measures of the Ass
sembly, instead of abolishing imprisonment
for debt, passing the Homestead Bill, and
carrying out the other popular schemes which
have been introduced by the majority of the
lHouse, fiddling away like so many superana
nuated Neros. With all our Big Bend at«
tractions—with all our bright prospects the
current year—there is enough dead-weight
and stolidity about the Upper House to sink
the country ninety fathoms deep. We have
arrived, we sincerely believe, at the most
critical period in the history of these colonies
—a period that will decide in very quick time
whether it is worth anybody’s while to re«
main in the colony. Everything at present
looks favorable—population premises to come
in quantities that will test the capacity of
Vietoria to supply it—even the old Victorians
who left the country, and are at present rew
siding in California, are coming back. The
pews from the mines is more glowing than
ever, and the people were never since 1862
more hopeful ; all that is required, we firmly
believe, to enable both colonies to reap the
golden harvest, and to lay a stable foundation
for their prosperity, is liberal and enlightened
legislation.

The Del Norte, owing to her high fares,
did not bring up as many passengers as were
anticipated, a circumstance which the coun«
try has no reason to regret, for it is too early
by at least a fortnight for any general
rush of miners. The Oregon steamers are,
however, travelling at very low rates, and
consequently taking very large numbers of
paséengers. By the Montana, the steamer
which started prior to the sailing of the Del
Norte, fifty passengers booked themselves for
Big Bend, and the next steamer was ex~
pected to be crowded. - Nothing we believe
will prove more prejudicial to the Ore-

- gon route than this; for it will be abso-

lute misery to all those who attempt
o reach the mines at this season of the year
by the Columbia river. There is, in the first
place, the dreary, obstructed and expensive
line of travel for the miner ; and in the second
place, the difficulty of getting up provisions.
As things at present stand passengers can
start from San Francisco, via Victoria, a
fortnight later than by way of Portland and
reach Big Bend sooner, at less than three-
quarters the expense of the Oregon route.
‘This fact will not require much time for its
elucidation. 1In the course of a few weeks
the opposition steamers of Vancouver Island
and British Columbia will be running when
the fares to Victoria will be reduced toa
very low figure, and miners will be enabled
to reach the termination of their journey at
a comparatively speaking trifling cost.
This is really the great irducement to the
California miner just now. Montana, New
Grenada and Big Bend are the sources of

general attraction, but ‘the 'two former are |.

distant and expepsive to reaeh, and will
therefore only absorb the more wealthy class
of miners. The men of moderate means
will, as a rule, prefer Big Bend. 'All doubts
about the probability of population are now
set at rest, and it devolves on the mercantile
and trading class of both colonies to preveng
if possible at the mines the calamity of
scarcity of provisions.

INDIAN BATTLE IN SURPRISE VaALLEY.—
‘The following despatch, dated from Fort
"Churehhill, Mareh 12th, has just been re-
ceived : Gen. R.C. Drum, A. A; G.— Major
S. P. Smith, 2d Cavalry, California Volun—
teers, reports the result of a suceessful ex=
pedition from Smoke Creek Station, Nevada,
to the relief of the settlers in Surprise Val«
ley, California. A successful engagement
with the Indians occurred on the 15th ult.
115 of the enemy were killed and 19 captur~
ed. ‘A large amount of subsistence. was also
captured and destroyed ; 60 horses belong-
ing to citizens of the valley were recovered.
The troops engaged were detachments from
Companies D and F, from Smuke Creek and-
Forts Crook and Bidwell, under Majors
Smith and Mellon and Captain Starr, all of
the 2d Cavalry CQalifornia Volunteers. Our
loss was one private, Austin, Company D,
killed, and one officer and six privates
wounded. Major Smith was shot through
the thigh—full report will be sent by mail.
A. E. Hookkr, Lt. Col. 24 Cav. Cal. Vols.,

Comd’g District Nevada.— Flag.

AvsTrALIA.—News from Australia is to
December 16. Parliament had been dissolved.

Our Canada Letter.

[FRoM OUR OWN coRRESPONDENT.]

Loxpox, C.W., Fep 5th, 1866,

Your correspondent begs to present his
compliments to the numerous readers of the
Covron1sr, and hopes that in the series of
letters following they may derive both pleas-
ure and profit. Of one thing let them rest
agsured : nothing will be perverted or dis~
torted. It will be the aim of your corres-
ondent to present things as they are, without
ias. And first let me speak of the

s GENERAL PROSPERITY

of Canada. The last harvest was ene of the
best that Canada has been favored with for
many years. Prices have been good for all
kinds of grain, dairy produee, live stock, etc.,
with ever increasing demand from American
bayers. The consequence of this plethora of
money has been very evident. The stores
are busy; old mortgages have been wiped
off; and the grip of that old tyrant, “ hard
times,” has been sensibly relaxed. New en.
terpriges are being established, and old ones
resuscitated. Flax is now being grown pretty
extensively, and several large mills are in
active operation. At Dundas we have a
cotton mill. At Cookesville is a large vine-
yard, producing annually a large quantity of
first class wine. We have heard so much of
the “ice-bound” regions of Canada from
people who pay us only flying visits, that
some folks actually wonder how we exist—
The real trath is, our climate (I allude now
to Canada West) is fine and salubrious, and
there are few productions of the earth that
we cennot grow in the open air.

STRUCK OIL.

I don’t know whether or not you have the
oil fever on the Pacific side of the continent,
buat no acute observer eould be long in Canada
without discovering symptoms of the eleagin-
ous malady. Petroleum was first discovered
io Enniskillen, in the extreme west of the
rovinee, some six years ago. Since then it
as worked its way, and is now sought in a
hundred different parts of Canada. Around
this city of London (which contains 15,000
to 20,000 inbabitants) we have wells going
down in various directions. Several good
¢ strikes” have been made, and by my next
letter [ hope to tell you of a few flowing
wells.  In the Lower Province, or Canada
East, they have discovered a gold mine, but
of its richness I will not speak until I have
more definite information. On the Ottawsa
‘river, at Arnprior, a very handsome species
of marble is quarried. Kurther east we have
beds of slate. All we want is capital to de-
velop our resources.

THE RECIPROCITY TREATY.

Your readers are probably all aware that a
commercial treaty between the United States
and the British Provinces, for the reciprocal
interchange of varions products and mana-
factures, has existed for the past ten years.
To show the importance of the trade, I need
only state that during a few years the com-
merce between them has quadrupled itself—
in other words has increased from $17,000,000
- to $68,000,000. As the U. S. Secretary of

the Treasury remarks in his report, “this
trade outranks in importance that with any
other State. leaving out Great Britain.” This
reciprocity ‘trealy will soon terminate, and
Commissioners are now at Washington seek-
ing its renewal. As you are probably aware
by this time, the Hon, George Brown has
resigned his position in the Cabinet as Presi-
dent of the Council. This Reciprocity
Treaty was the rock on which he skedads
dled. The Government, or coalition formed
for the purpose of carrying Confederation,
was composed of Conservatives or Tories,
and three Reformers or Radicals, just as yon
choose to term them. Eleven of the Cabinet
favored a system of reciprocal legislation, in
order to secare a renewal of the treaty—the
“ glorious minerity of one,” in the person of
Mr. Brown, contended for Reciprocity by
treaty through England. He foresaw that if
it were left to the legislative tinkering of the
respective Houses, we would never have
anythiog defivite or fixed in our comuaercial
relations. Under these circamstances, Mr.
Brown chose to resign his seat as a member
of the Cabinet in preference to sharing the
responsibilities of his colleague’s acts. The
country generally sustains' Mr. Brown, and
the popular voice says, “if we cannot get
Reciprocity by Treaty we can do without it
Since the war, of course, everything is taxed
enormously, and onur manufacturers can un-
dersell the “Yank's” in their own market.
Smuggling is therefore brisk, and the U. S
Revenue officers are kept busily employed in
watching their long lines of frontier. The
proposition is that we should impose dulies
equivalent to the' American excise on all are
ticles of Provincial production passing into
the States, to prevent smuggling! The truth
is, we see’ plainly that an attempt is being
made to coerce us-into aunexation, by a hos-
tile commercial policy, and hence Capadians
keep a stiff upper lip.- They love their Brit~
ish privilegestoo dearly 10 sell them for a
mess of pottage. :

A COOL PROPOSITION BY THE NEW YORK
“ rIMES,”

By the orgaa .of the Administration, I
 learn that Secretary McCulloch censiders
the present a fitting occasion to briag to a
friendly settlement * the claims of the Uni-
ted States against Great Britain for her
violation of her obligations as a neutral
power during the war,” and what do you
think he suggests? The cession fo the
United States of British Columbia and Van-
couver Island! He coolly says that * theso
distaut colonies are of little use to England,
and would be valuable to the States.” He
has np[':;areutly left out of his calculations
that ““ these colonies will ere long be links
in that confederated chain of British North
American Emopire to extend from the Atlan~
tic to the Pacific.”
THE FENIANS. 5

I had an interesting budget of news to
tell fon aneat confederation and annexation
but I must leave it till my next letter, clos-
ing with & few remarks on the . Fenians,
The Fenian Brotherhood was originally in-
stituted for money-making purposes, and
thousands of dollars of money have been
collected from Irish servant girls and stable
boys throughout the States. But the leaders
of the movement have been so taunted for
their inactivity and cowardice, that it is not
unlikely they may be forced into a pluader~
ing expedition somewhere on the frontier to
keep up appearances. Of course they can

relative to acts emanating from the sovereign

might and American neutrality.
adians are made of.
to move if necessary at a moment’s notiee,

efficiency and discipline, and also on the qui
vive. At various points on the frontier, be-
tween Canada aud the States, along the St.
Clair and St. Lawrence rivers, companies of
volunteers are stationed. Should the thieves
and cut-throats who compose the bulk of the
| Brotherhood compliment us by a view of
their predatory raids, we promise them a
fitiing and memorable reception.

FRANCE.

RELATIONS WITH THE UNITED STATES.

says :

on the table at the Corps Legislatif to-day.—
The despatches exchanged between France

the condition of the Empire.”

the Marquis de Montholon, dated January
9th, replying to a ecommunication from Mr.

ciation of the intentions of France.”

M. Drouyn de Lhuys proceeds to state that
France seeks the realization of no ambitious
ideas, and savs :

Mezxico terminated.”

all official controversy upon the measures

that he could only reeeive Mr. Bigelow’s
communications on that subject as simple
information.

of conversation that the measures pointed

those exceptional derogations that might per-
vening in the interior affsirs of'a neighboring |
State. Be could pot admit that the Federal

legitimate the de facto government of Max-
imilian, and considering it illusion to address
itself to Juarez, had ary ground to apply to
France in order 1o escape from this embar-
rassment, and request explanation from her

authority of a ‘foreign government, M. S
Drouyn de' Lhuys continues : b
“ We return to the principle of non-inter-
vention, and from the moment we accept as

all. ' Relying upon the equitable spirit of the
Washington Cabinet, we expect from it the

conform to the law of non-interveotion, which
they invoke by maintaining a striot neuatrality
with regard to Mexico. When you shail
bave informed me of the resolution of the
American Government in this matter, I ghall
be in a_ position to acquaint you with the

Mazximilian for the return of our troops.”’

THE QUEEN’S SPEECH,

subjects treated of :

pending in Japan, and which have been

ter in that couniry, in conjunction with
the representatives of my allies in Japan,
have been brought to a conclusion which
merits my entire approbation.
ing treaties have been ratified by the
Mikado. It has been stipulated that the
tariff shall be revised in a manner favor-
able to commerce, and that the indemnity
due under the convention
1864, shall be punctually discharged.

trust will open to that empire the bles-

countries.

indaced me to provide ‘at' once for an

nance of authority during that inquiry, [ $
by appointing a distinguished military | 8
officer as Governor and Commander of the

of two able and learned commissioners,
who will ‘aid him in examining into the
origin,

island should be replaced by a new form
of government. A bill upon this subject
will be submitted for your consideration.

before yon.
of New Zealand will be laid before you.
I have given directions for the return to
this country of the greater portion of my |y,
regular forces employed in that Colony.

I watch with interest the proceedings

tach great importance to that object.
A conspiracy, adverse alike to authority,

W

accomplish little when opposed to British

come on; they will find out the stuff Can-|cresd or class,
The regular military | Ireland.

A despatch from M. Drouyn de Lhuys to put out.

“ Now that there isa regular government soul on _board. 1 ¢ h
in Mexico, the legitimate object of our expe- | Dearly all wealthy people returning home
dition will be attained. We are endeavor- | after a visit to the old country. I have
ing, while satisfying our interests and our dig« | not had time to go over the list of those
nity, to make arrangements which will ena-|Jost bot I notice Mr. De Pass, of the firm
ble us to consider the mission of our army 1o |of De Pass & Sons, is amongst them,

ward We

impartial inquiry, and for the due mainte- | Eoglish, French, or

Ward, of Cornwall
Forces. I have given him the assistance | J2P% bis equal,

land, and go!

FEARFUL SHIPWRECK.

LOSS OF AN ENGLISH STEAMER WITH TWO

HUNDRED AND FIFTY LIVES.

A correspondent wrrting from London {
says : “We have had most fearful weather
the list week, and the number of ship-
wrecks has been ‘unprecedented.
spicuous amongst others has beeIr‘1 (;;he

is loss of the splendid screw steamer London
- despalch ey belonging tg Messrs Wigram here. This
*“The official Yellow Book, containing the | vess:l was bound from London to Mel-
diplomatic correspondenee of the French bourne, with 270 passengers, and a cargo
Government with Foreigh Powers, was laid roughly estimated at £300,000. In get-
ting in to the Bay of Biscay she eneoun-
and the United States on the subjeet of tered fearful weather, and .one:. tremen.
Mexico are in conformity with the declaraw | dous sea washed the coverings to the
tions made in the Emperor’s speech at the bqukers and engine room off, and in a
opening of  the session, and in the expose of |minute the engineers found themselves
up to their waists in water, and the fires
In a short time fourteen feet
of water in the hold, the ship settling
down rapidly by the stern, so the captaiu

Seward, dated December 16th, after an- or
nouncing that this reply had been submitted | °fdered thegremrining boats to be low-
to the Emperor, expresses the conviction that | ered, and manned the port and life boats,

* The divergence of views between the two | two cutters having been previonsly wash-
Cabinets is the result of an erroneous appre- | ed overboard. Fearful to relate, when
only one boat, containing seventeen sea—
men and three passengers, hod got clear
sf the wreek, she went down with every
The passengers were

Another despatch of M. Droun de Lhuys, gzlg::rggmg o Fapresant; the - honse. i
dated Japuary 25th, 1866, to the French | "¢ : :
Minister at Washington, relates a conversa. | Z0in€as to be taken. Into the boa.t. but
tion of the former with Mr. Bigelow. On|everyone kunew their fate, and might,
that occasion M. Drouyn de Lhuys declined | not right, was the order of the day.”
1 the The Amelia, another splendid steamer
taken by the KEmperor Maximilian, stating belonging to Messrs. Papayanni of Liver-
pool, with a cargo valued at two hundred
This reservation established, thousand pounds, foundered in precisely

the French Minister observed in the course ;.23‘1::;2; :;s]y h:::z‘cilsmw:r]ee ::?:dgale, but
out were of a purely admipistrative order, and fRe:r :ln;; e;:tstl:;:g f::r;:g ;&;{:t{heolt]' 0!:";?
-did not appear to him to constitute any of | 0¥ Indis: &nd Puciiic mailss ‘Bhé

baps sometimes justify a government in inter- | "0U/d hav beea very near the same e

t the time »nd is now overdue,

Government, not wishing to recognize as AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND

[BY OVERLAND TELEGRAPH FROM GALLE.]

e

MEeLBOURNE, Dec. 26.

Parliament was dissolved oa the 12th inst.
Intense excitement has been caused in South
Australia by the outbreak of war between
All sales of copper have

pain and Chili.
een stopped.

Advices from New Zealand state that the
our:rule ‘of vouduct, onr fnterest and: hooos rebels on the east coast had been defeated,

require us to demand its equal application by ti::sdm:tt'lrrendered at: Napior:on: tho: 1ith

The pah at Poverty Bay had been attacked
agsurance that: the American people will | 80d captured. '

MEXICO.

Doubts are entertained as to the ability of
tho Mexican Government to meet the next
result of our negotiations with the Emperor ?;Z:,‘:e'}ﬂ oxig:,trz,;:rg:r;oizﬁguse:g.‘ s.angulilt:
stringency of the money market renders it
impossible to float a fresh loan of borrow
money from the concessionaires of
jected Imperial Bank of Mexico.
geudgmre of the Mexican empire for 1865
: s : as been upwards of £9,000,000, and its
The following are the most important ) ravenng abant £45

deficit for 1865 is thus

The negotiations which have been long Lo e CE090.000

INTERESTING SPORTING News — Roberts,
the great English billiard player, is here, and
The exist- | our crack professionals are all on the qui
vive to cross cues with him. Since he
polished off “ Jonathan, the Brighton Mar»
ker,” some nineteen or twenty years ago,
of October Mr. Roberts has been considered the ' best

" | player in the world at the English three ball

I have concluded a treaty. of com rce | €81, in which the “losxpg hazards,” that in
with . ithia Em:eror o: Auystria wl??zhi the. French and Americaan games count
3 ) against the player who makes them, count
¥ in favor of ‘the ~striker.
sings of extended commerce, and be pros | Jonathan” may prove a
ductive of important benefits to both|than Jonathan of Brighton. No doubt a
match will be arranged between’' Mr. Roberts
The deplorable events which b and one or other of our first class cue men.

: 7 In the meantime Mr. Dion of Canada, is
occurred in ‘the Island of Jamaica have challenging “all the world and the rest of

mankind” to an encounter at either the
American game, for
Hammill, our
with the exception of
Landing, who is, per-
bas made a match with
James Kelly, the champion rower of Eng-
es to Eogland in April to uy
conclusions with his famous antagonist.
nature and circomstances of the | Jem Mace is in training for a fight with Joe
recent outbreak, and the measares adop- Goss for the English championship, and Jobn
ted in the course of its suppression. The | Woods, of Boston, who some lime ago chal-
Legislature of Jamaica has proposed that | 1eo&ed “any man in America” to a bout at

the present political constitution of the fo' ‘f_f:ﬁ’,f}’.’fii’g?o{nh'v?/.fﬁ‘."’g:via. the Calis

fornia man-pounder.—N. Y. Sunday 'Tines.

Mg, G. V. Brooxe — The Belfast News
Papers on these occurrences will be laid | Letter says :—* Our readers will be rejoiced

Papers on the present state | to learn that there is reason to believe that
tnis distinguished tragedian is not amongst the
number of those who perished in the steamer
Relatives of Mr. Brooke, who re-
side in the neigborhood of Belfast, state that
which are still in progress in British North | Be Was too late in applying for berths in the

Amerieca with B view to-a closer upion|ill-fated steamer, and at once started for
among the provinces, and I continue to at- | Australia by the overland route,

1,000 or $2,000 a side.
reatest oarsman,

ondon,

To BE DissoLvep.—It is understood that

property and ‘religion, and disapproved and | the Legislative Couucil of the sister
- condemned alike by all who are interested

ill be dissolved this week.

“has unhappily appeared in

: 2 The constitutional power of the
force is stationed at convenient centres, ready | ordinary tribunal has been exerted for its

’ repression, and the authority of the law has
The Volunteers are 'in a thorough state of | beeg firmly and impartially vindicated.

Con-

One lady offered a thonsand

Great

the pro~
The ex-

00,000 sterling. The
£4,500,000 ; in 1864
Nine millions sterling
are due to Fraunce for war expenses, go that

: i £19,500,0C0 are required to square aecounts
conducted with great ability by my Minis- | up to the close of laqst year- 4

Possibly * Brother
tougher customer

party ready

colony

Let them | in_ their maiotenance, without distinetion of NewS from Big Bend_

SCARCITY OF F0OD AT THE MINES,

L
ADVICE TO MINERS.

TOO EARILY YET !!

The following letter from our special cor.
respondent is of especial interest just now,
and we trust both miner and merchant will
profit by the timely warnings given and not
allow the reputation of the country to suffer
by the rashness of the oue or the want of
energy in the other:

; LyrToN, March 19, 1866.

We left Yale on Tuesday, 13th, reaching
this' on the 16th instast.” The snow is melte
ing fast from the road; though the Ilatter is
badly cat up. - Parties of mea are at work
repairing it, and in a week or so it will be in
as good condition as could be expected. On
the way we met two wagons and a pack
train going to Yale for freight for the ITudson
Bay Company. We are waiting here for
the Indians to come in from Yale with the
food ; some of them have been nearly six
days oo the road. After it does arrive here
I am afraid we shall find some difficulty in
getting it on further. The weather here is
delightful, warm sunshiny days and etear
frosty nights. The town is to be supplied
with water this summer by means of wooden
pipes laid underground ; the supply at preg=-
ent ig brought by hand from a creek about
half a mile off. Mr. L. Hautier received a
letter from French Creek dated March. 6th,
which states that everything was frozen up
there then, no work going on but that the
country was considered good from what pros-
pecting had been dome, A half interest in
the Discovery Company had been sold for
$2000 cash, the seller being obliged to part
with it as he had no grub and could not
work the claim. The snow on the creek was
about four feet deep. Provisions were very
scarce—Flour $1 per 1b; Bacon $1 50 per
Ib., and other things in proportion. From a
person who arrived here on Saturday and
who left French Creek since the date of the
letter referred to, I learn that provisions were
getting scarcer and scarcer, and no prospect
of a supply either this way or by the Colums
bia. At Kamloops there is hardly enough
for the men working on the steambeat, and
parties who have reached there on their wa
to Big Bend without supplies are badly off.
He also states that flour was selling when he
left the creek for $1 50 per Ib. ; bacon, $2
per 1b.; beans, 1 75 per Ib. The lakes were
both frozen over, as was also the Columbia.
There were about thirty men on the creek,
and about fifty between there and Kamloops,
a large proportion of the latter having neither
money nor provisions; there is no work for
them anywhere on the route, nor will there
be on the creek for two months to come ; so
how they will live, or how they expeet to live
in the meantime, is a mystery I leave you
to solve. No supplies of any account can be
got in either way for at least 8 month yet, and
even then, say that from Savanna’s Ferry to
the creek there are 500 men (a small com-
putation I take it) for a month hence,
Just see what a quantity of supplies it will
take to maintain that number of men, let
alone getting any stock on hand. Why 500
men will eat of flour alone, in a month,
25,000 pounds. I wmust repeat, even more
emphatically, what I said in my former letter
inrelation to theimprudence of parties coming
without supplies. Every day convinces me
more and more that it is the %eight of folly
Jor mento start at present without ample pros
vistons—and even then they should have in
addition at least double the amount of cash
stated in the published - reports as. being
required. The crowd I am with consists of
about sixteen persons, two of whom (repre-
senting two different companies) have claims,
and were on the creek last fall. All of our
party, iocluding the two above mentioned,
have supplies for about two months. When
men who have had their partners on the
creek all winter, and could have procured
supplies better certainly than new comers,
will not trust to the amount that may be
there or that can be got in immediately, is it
not a strong argument in favor of ¢ looking
before you leap ?” Several parties who.have
come as far as this place with provisions,
will not go any further at present, preferring
to remain here until the season opens. Urge
the merchants to send up large supplies as soon
as possible, for on that will depend the sucs
cess of the mines this summer. If men are
obliged to leave because they cannot get pro-
visions, it will put the country back two
years. Mr. Romano’s pack train left yester-
day, carrying the saws and other necessary
materials for the sawmill oo French Creek.
Mr. Grant, who you will remember snffered
8o terribly in Montana last year, and who
came to Victoria to get cured, was here a few
days ago, but his feet had again become bad,
and he was afraid he would be obliged to
return. : D ————

You will hear from me again soon.
W. E. 0.

Feniax Sensarions—-Our telegraphic dese
patches this morning teem with Fenian
sensations from Canana. The following are
the details given by a London joarnal of an-
other sensational report mention of wh h
was made a short time sinse in our teles
graphic despatches: A rumor of a very
alarming character is prevalent, is the effect
that there exists a conspiracy of Fenians to
destroy some of the public buildings in Lon«
don. Indeed, from information which has
reached us, it would appear that extraordinary
precautions against such contingencies have
already been adopted on the part of the offi-
cials at the Custom House, Somerset House,
end other places, consequent upon private
and confidential instructions received by
them from higher quarters, Yesterday evene
ing an extra number of firemen acd additiona
watchmen were placed on duty at the Custom
House, while the hose was kept laid on all
night.

~ PiRls Exmsirox, — The Legislative
Council of British Columbia have voted
$5,000 towards defraying the expense of res
presentiog the colony at the forthcoming
'Exhibition at Paris. Gold specimeas repre-
senting a value of from $20,000 to $25,000

are to form part of the Colonial productions:

|
|
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’ Tuesday, March 27,

fo LOCAL INTELLIGENCE

i ; Fridey, Mar
Bixnrrr or THE MARrsE Fawmiry,

| sideration of services generously reng
Mr. R. G. Marsh and his family, on
able and other occasions, a compli
benefit has been tendered to him, join
Migs Jenny Arnot, by the amateurs
izens of Victoria. The largest benef
of the funds of the Royal Hospital,
some $500, it will be remembered, w.
by the Marsh troupe; and where
Marsh has visited he has been equal
nanimous, so that pow, in the absence
ossibility of a professional engager
Eimself and family it is considered tha
a legitimate claim on the public pa
The date of performance and farther
lars will appear hereafter. In the
while we understand that the benefic
tends, with the aid of the entire s
talent of the city, 1o present one of t}
attractive performances that have yet |
tered to the public.

SaLk or THE STEAMER “ KiLAUEA.’
vessel, belonging to Messrs. Janion §
of Honolulu, which stranded at Ke
iin January last, was sold at auction

machinery. She was carried by
about a thousand feet over the reef,
mained in the sand near the deep
inside the reef. The bidding comme]
- $2,000, and went briskly up to $5,004
was considered about her value by md
sons. She was finally knocked dov
L. Torbert for $8,100 cash.

A MopestT ProrosaL — CEssioN @
Coron1Es To AMerrea—Our readers
somewhat astonished and amused
perusal of the statement contained
Canadian correspondence, of the prop
on the part of Secretary McCulloch tg
at an amicable settlement of the Al
claims, by the cession of these colonies
United States. The “ calculating”’ Se
eonsiders that * these distant colonies
little use to England and would be v
to the States”” What next? as the fr
when his tail dropped off !

CaBLE READY.—The submarine ¢3
the Western Union ‘Telegraph Co
(Russian Overland), intended for conn
Vancouver Island with the main land,
the Straits of Fuca, has been taken on
hold of the Clara Bell and stowed in tk

of the barque Helois, for the trip nor
took nine days for the stevedores to &
in the Ciara Bell, but the Company
ployés stowed it in the Helois in thrd
is twenty~four miles in length, and
..80me Bixty tons.—Alta. !

Hiea Fares.—The effect of the t
ary withdrawal of opposition is visible
ates of fare, per Del Norte from’San
bisco, having been raised to $40 and
‘We hear that the same fares will be ch
on the down trip, Passengers asser|
many miners intended to take advant
the cheap fares to Portland and would
ceed to Big Bend wia the Columbia

Newspaper 1IN Bie Benp — Mr. 6
Wallace, recently of the Cariboo Se
arrived yestsrday by the Del Norte wi
necessary type and material to start
newspaper enterprise in the Big Bend co
We like to see enterprising energy rews
and though the undertaking seems some
premature, we hope it may succeed:

Vierorians RETURNED.—Among the
of passeogers by the Del Norte
find the names of the following Victor
Messrs. C. W. Wallace, Robert Bur
S. Reinhart, J, H. Turoer, R. M. Hutehi
Geo. Wallace, W- F. Herre, M. Wa
S. Martin, V. M. Foucault, A.Rose and o

TrADE iN SAN Franesco.—We a
formed by passengers who arrived yest:
per Del Norte that business in the Bay
is extremely dull. Most of the Victo
who have proceeded there in the hoy
bettering their condition have met with
appointment and purpose returning aga

ARRIVAL oF TEE DEL NorTe—The g
ship Del Norte, Capt. H. J. J ohnston,
ved yesterday afternoon from San Fran
with 117 passengers, 33 of whom a
New Westminster, and geperal freig
@aumerated under the proper head.

NavaL Drspareans—Important desps
were received yesterday by the senior o
on the station, Oaptain Turaour, of H.
Clio, from Admiral Denman. The cor
we did not learn, bat it is expeoted the
Clio will be ordered away.

Frou Nanaio.— The steamer Sir
Douglas arrived yesterday from Nanaim
way ports with 10 passengers. She e
enced very rough weather on the passag

ExcuisE NEwsParzrs.~The Del
did not bring the English bewspaper
The only newspapers received bave beg
Express.

Tae Nexv SreaMzr we learn will
California, which will leave San Frar
on Saturday.

For tax Sounp.—The steamer Eliz
de.non will leave for Olympia and way
this moraing at 5 o’clock. '

. For Nuxanco.—The steamer Emily
718 will leave thig morniog for Nanaimo




