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For 75 Cents
You can have The Cleaner 
delivered for 3 Months at 
your homes in the City, St. 
Mary's, Marysville, Gibson.

a r

'leaner. The Best is Cheapest.
The most prudent business 
men in the City advertisent 
TheCleaner. Why? Because 
it pays them.
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Professional Cards

DR. H. D. CURRIE, 
Surgeon Dentist,

164 QUEEN STREET, FREDERICTON.
Fredericton. Oct 6tb,

WILLIAM WILSON,
SfcCRETAHY-TREASURER, YORK, 

Barrister and Attorneyat-Law 
CONVEYANCER, &C.

iBITE POST OFFICE.

ACCOUNTS COUfCTED. LOANS NEGOTIATED. 
Fredericton, Oct 6ib, 1887

-r DR. CROCKET,
OFFICE AND RESIDENCE, 

CARLETON STREET.
Frederic! on, "Oct 6th. 1847

CEO. F. GREGORY,
fOF LATE FIRM OF GREGORY h BLAIR,)

Barrister and Attorney.at-Law 

NOTARY PODLIC.

OFFIOE: NEXT BELOW QUEEN HOTEL, LATE­
LY OCCUPIED BY GREGORY & BLAIR.

Fredericton, Oct 6th, 1837_________________

‘BH. TORRENS, D.M.D.
Dentist,

FISHER'S BUILDING,

Queen Street, Fredericton.
Fredericton, Oct 6th, 1887

F.J.SEERY,M.D.,C.M.
LICENTIATE OF THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS 

OF EDINBURGH ;
LICENTIATE OF THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS 

OF EDINBURGH ;
LICENTIATE OF THE FACULTY OF PHYSICIANS AND 

SURGEONS OF GLASGOW.

SPECIAL CERTIFICATE IN MIDWIFERY.

OFFICE: FISHER'S BUILDING, COR. PHŒNIX 
SQUARE.

RESIDENCE, 109 BRUNSWICK STREET.
Fredericton,Oct 6 h. 1K87

GREGORY &CRECORY,
Barristersand N otaries.

OFFICES: CARLETON ST., FREDERICTON.

ALBERT J. GREGORY, FRANK B. GREGORY,
llegii-trar ol Probate*.

Fredericton, Oct 6ih, 18*7

C. E. DUFFY,
Barrister, and Attorney-at-Law, 

Notary Public, Etc.

SECY-TREASURER OF SUNBURY.

ACCOUNTS COLLECTED. AND MONEY TO LOAN ON REAL 
ESTATE SECURITY.

Offices ; Wen Side of furl* ton Street, S* cond 
Door from Quocn.

Fredericton. Nov 1 1.1887 

Hotels

BARKER HOUSE,
QUEEN STREET, FREDERICTON.

NEWLY REFITTED, AND NOW ONE OF THE 
LEADING HOTELS OF THE MARITIME 

PROVINCES.

SAMPLE ROOM ARDLIVERY STABLE.

Modern In provenu uti ccnetentTy Leii g mode.

F. B. COLEMAN, - Proprietor.
Fredericton, Oct Ct’d,"1887

QUEEN HOTEL,
FREDERICTON,N.B.

J. A. EDWARDS,- Proprietor. 

^INE SAMPLE ROOMS IN CONNECTION.

A FIRST-CLASS LIVERY STABLE.
Fredericton, Oct 6 th, 1887

Livery Stables

BARKER HOUSE STABLES.
C0ÉÜE3 AND CARRIAGES

Furn'shed wi'h all Poisible Dcei alch-

HORSES BOARDED AT MODERATE TERMS 

JOHN B. ORR, - Proprietor.
Fredericton, Oct 6th, 1887

GEORGE I. GUNTER,
HACK AND LIVERY STABLE,

Queen Street, 

OPPOSITE CITY HALL

COACH ORDERS PROMPTLY ATTENDED TO.
Telephone Communication. 

Freierioton.Oct 6 th, 18»7

Auctioneers

- E. H. ALLEN,
AUCTIONEER AND 

COMMISSION MERCHANT, 

REGENT STREET, NEXT TO CAPITAL OFFICE.

Qoode of all detcriptione received and Sold on 
Comwimon. Quick Sales hnd Prompt Returns 
Uuuranteed.

Fredericton, Oct 6 th, 1887

H. C. C. WETMORE,
AUCTIONEER, &c.

Has taken a Store on the Upper Side of

PHŒNIX SQUARE,
Next to L P. LaForest. Tin Smith, whore he ie

trei ared lo r*coi*e Furniture and UooUa of all 
indu for Auction or Private Sole. He will also 
çhe attention to Auction cales of everr detcrip-

Tcrma moderate. Returns prompt. All busi­
ness oonfldeutial. „ ,

Fredericton, Vet 6 th, 1887.

New Advertisements

C. D. CARTER,
DENTIST,

ATTENDS TO ALL OPERATIONS PERTAINING TO HIS 
PROFESSION.

FULL OR PARTIAL SETS INSERTED WITH THE 
LATEST IMPROVEMENTS.

NO CHARGE FOR EXTRACTING FOR ARTIFICIAL TEETH 
WHEN DESIRED. LOCAL OR GENERAL ANESTHETICS 

ADMINISTERED IN EXTRACTING. 
POSITIVELY, PRICES AS LOW AS THE LOWEST. 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED. OFFICE 
REMOVED TO

250 Queen St., opposite the Bridge.
Fredericton. Vet f th. 14*7

DR. M'ALLISTER,
DENTIST,

No Chloroform, Ether or Gas Used.

PAINLESS EXTRACTION:
One Tooth,....................60 Cents
Twelve Teeth,- - - - 26 Cents Each 

A full uprer or lower ret of teeth at the eeual 
low rale* of

$8.60 TO $10.00.
Small Silver Fillings, 50 Cte. Each.

OFFICE: QUEEN ST.,DPP. QUEEN HOTEL
Freierioton.Oct 6 h 1887.

Undertaking

JACKSON ADAMS,
Principal Undertaker,

COUNTY COURT HOUSE SQUARE,
U'pw. orri* hotel)

FREDERICTON, - - - - N. B.
Fredorictov, Oct 6>b. 1887

Insurance

THE ATLAS
FIRE

ASSURANCE CO Y,
Of London, Eng.

Established in the Year 1808. 

CAPITAL, - - $6,000,000.00

Rifles again*! Toe* or damage or hy fire taken oa 
all kind* of insurable properly in both town and 
country a I ihe lowest rat-a and losres adjusted in 
the mutt prompt and liberal manner Oneur- 
paesed recurity given to t'Olicy holders by tbit 
Ulu and Reliable English Company.

C. E. DUFFY, Agent.
Fredericton, Oct 6th. 1887

WEST END

illLLILU
YARD.

SEASON 1887.

than for the l**t few aearona.bege to inform th' 
public genorally that. beside* the usual stock* ol 
SPRl'CK, PINE, and HEMLOCK LUMBER on 
hand or «awn to order, will keep constantly loi.

DRY SPRUCE FLOORING AND SHEATHING, 
PINE SHEATHING, DRY HEMLOCK, 

SPRUCE AND PINE BOARDS, AND PLANK 
PLANED ON ONE SIDE.

Also intend* to keep LATHS and PICKETS eon- 
etantly on hand.

and all *orv of CEDAR F1UN01.B8 well and 
Smoothly Sawn and Very Carefully Assorted. 
99- OJioc an QUEEN STREET. directly oppo 

site mill.
R. A. ESTEY.

Fr deriot -n. Oct 6th. 1887

1887-8. 1887-8.

FALL AND WINTER.
SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT.

JOSEPH WALKER,
Practical Tailor.

I have just received a full line of Fall 
and Winter Goods in all the Latest 

Designs for

REEFERS and OVERCOATS. 

Fancy Trouserings

A Specialty I Inspection Solicited I 
It is useless for me to say anything 

about a tit. Call and be convinced for 
yourself. Prices moderate.

JOSEPH WALKER,

JUST RECEIVED:

BATH SPONGES,
Assorted Sizes.

CARRIAGE
SPONGES,

Assorted Sizes.

FINEST TURKEY 
SPONGES

Assorted Sizes.

SLATE SPONGES,
All Sizes.

OUR STOCK IS COMPLETE.

DAVIS,
STAPLES,

& Co.
DRUGGISTS,

Cor. Queen & York Sts., Fredericton

Fredericton, Oot 4th, 1887

New Advertisements

LAURANCE’S
Spectacles and 

Eye-Glasses
AT A BARGAIN.

I have a lot of LAURANCE S BEST ENGLISH GLASSES, 
both in Class and Pebbles, which I will sell at 20 per cent. 
LESS THAN COST. This is a rare chance to secure a first- 
class article at a LOW PRICE.

GEO.H.DAVIS,
Cor. Queen and Regent Streets, Fredericton, N. B. *

Fredericton. Oat 6th, "HW7__________________________________ -______________

CANNED GOODS.
Peaches, Pineapples,
Tomatoes, Corn, Peas, Beans, 
Oysters, Lobsters, Salmon,
Corn Beef, Lunch Tongue.

Also, on Hand a Large and Carefully Selected Stock of Staple and Choice

FAMILY GROCERIES.
S. L. MORRISON,

Opposite City Hall, Queen Street, Fredericton, N. B
Fôederioton, <'ot 4th. 1887

FALL, 1887.

NEW GOODS
JOHN J. WEDDALL’S.

Jacket Cloths, Ulster Cloths,
Wool Plaids, Dress Goods.

JOHN J. WEDDALL’S.
Fredericton. Oct Oh. 18*7

DR. NOBLE’S GREAT CURE
INSTANTANEOUS IN ACTION, POSITIVE IN EFFECT.

Relieves Pains in' the Bowels, Checks Vomiting, Cures 
Bowel Complaints, Dysentry, Cholera, Diarrhoea, Cramps, 
and Pains Generally.

This Cure is prepared from a Prescription which effected Marvellous 
Cures during the Cholera Season of 1854.

PREPARED BY

M. M°LEOD,
No. 4 Dock Street, Saint John, N. B.

Fnlnt John Oct 4ih. 1887

CHEAP SALE OF

DOLLS!
20 PER CENT. REDUCTION

From Regular Price Continues for 
One Week Longer at

LEMONT & SONS
Fredericton, Nov, 15th, 1847.

HAS NOW IN STORE

150 BBLS. HOME LIGHT OIL,
r Best Oil in the Market, which he Is Selling Exceedingly Low.

One Car Load Bangor Rock Salt,
Best Butter Salt in the World.

200 Bbls. Apples, Nova Scotia and-American,
The Finest in the Market this Season.

G. T. WHELPLEY,
310 QUEEN STREET.

Fredericton, Nov 19th, 1887

OCTOBER, 1887.

N EW GLOVES, N E W HOSIERY, &c.

TENNANTDAVIES&Co
202 Queen Street, Fredericton.

Cashmere Cloves, Black and Colors,
Wool Knitt Gloves, Plain and Fancy,
Roullon Josephine Kid Gloves, in 3,4 and 6 Buttons, 
Victoria Josephine Kid Gloves at $ 1.00 per Pair,
The 4 Class Kid Cloves at 75 Cents per Pair.

Ladies’ and Children's Cashmere and Wool Hose in Great 
Variety. 20 Doz. Ladies’ Wool Knit Hose at 25 cts Per Pair.

Fredericton, Oot 18 th, 1887

THE SON OF MAN’S COMING.

Rev. Dr. Kellogg on Christ’s 
Second Event.

Scriptural Assurance that he 
will come again to the Earth.

The Signs iu the Social and Relig­
ious World for which Men 

are Urged to Look.

The following is a sermon preached in 
*St. James' Square Presbyterian Church, 
Toronto, by R**v. Dr. Kellogg

Wat oh, therefore ; for ye know neither 
the day nor the hour when the Son of 
il an cometh,—Matthew, xxiv.,42.

On one principal of interpretation we 
■hall be able to agree. It is this : that 
in all cases the context and su'j-ct of 
discourse are to be allowed decisive force 
in determining in any passage of -Scrip­
ture what any word or phrase may mean. 
The question ever i«, not what may. or 
might, or could tbia word or phrase be 
understood to mean, hut what, in the 
light of the context, d >et this word or 
phrase mean in this particular place? 
The principal needs to be borne in mind 
in approaching th* to words of our Lord. 
The question is whether the phrase -‘.lie 
coming of the S-m of Man" may conceiv 
ably l*e applied to death or the destruction 
of Jerusalem, or any spiritual or provi- 
I utîal intervention of the i»rd, hut how 

does the context r. q ire us to under­
hand this phrase in this particular con­
nection?

Grant, if you like, that there are many 
different “comings" of the son of mm; we 
want to know what is that particular 
•‘coming"’ of which the Lord speaks in 
this place, and for which He commands 
Ilia disciples to watch. Till we know 
that, we cannot obey Him.

Evidently it must be that coming of 
which the disciples had asked Him, say­
ing, “Master, what shall be the sign of 
thy coming and of the end of the age?" 
The text is a part of the answer to this 
question, and the “coming" in the answer 
must be the coming referred to m the 
question, 'this settles it, you must'see, 
once tor all, that *he wonts cannot have 
the slightest reference to death. They 
are often so applied; but without the 
smallest warrant from the context. For 
when the disciples usked the Master, 
“What shall be the sign of thy coining," 
did they mean to ask what uere the 
signs ol a man's dying ? The question 
answers itself. I repeat it then : that to 
apply this J*xt to death, aa is often done, 
is to use it in a sense for which there is 
not the least justification in the Olivet 
discours* ; and is to substitute for a com­
mand actually given by our Saviour, an­
other quite different command which he 
never gave at all.
• I* then the coming of whtdrHe speaks 
the destruction of Jerusalem ? So many 
have imagined, but neither will this 
opinion stand a careful examination of 
the context. It is indeed true that the 
Lord did speak in this discourse, and 
very fully, of a coming destruction of 
Jerusalem, and of a great tribulation 
upon Israel which should then begin; and 
continue— as we learn from Luke’s ac­
count of the same discourse—in

THE SCATTERING OF THE JEWS

among all rations, and the treading 
down of Jerusalem by the Gentiles till 
the times of the Gentiles should be ful­
filled (ct. Luke xxi.., 24). But it is none 
the less impossible to understand the 
coming of the Son of Man of which lie 
then speaks—Matth., xxiv., 30, Luke xx-

27—and to which lie refers in the in­
junction of the tex‘, of that destruction 
of the Holy City. Do you ask me why?
I answer, for the simple reason that ac­
cording to all the evangelists Jesus ex­
pressly said that this “coming" should be 
“alter" the Jfwish tribulation. For ! 
take it to be self-evident that when, of 
two events named, one is said to take 
place after the other, they cannot be one 
and the same event. The “coming" of 
the Son of Man in the clouds of Heaven,” 
of which wo read in verse 30, cannot 
therefore be the destruction of Jeru­
salem ; and so when, in the text, 
with reference to that coming He 
charges us to “watch," because we know 
not when it shall be, we are forbidden to 
apply it to that event. We may go fur 
ther and say with the utmost confidence 
that the coming spoken of in the text 
cannot refer Jo anything that has taken 
place from ti at day to this. For the evan­
gelist Luke, xxi., 23, 24, describes the 
predicted “tribulation" as continuing in 
the scattering of the Jews among all na­
tions, and the subjection for a long time 
cf Jerusalem to Gentile power. No one 
needs to be told that, as a matter fact, 
that tribulation on the Jews is in force 
to-day. It is evidently lightening, but it 
is not yet quite ended. It is plain, then, 
that the coming which was to take place 
“after that tribulation" is still in the fu­
ture. Hence when our lord says, 
“Watch, lor ye know not the day nor the 
hour when the Son of Man cometh."
He added these words to His disciples 
who first received the command : —“And 
what I say unto you I say unto all, 
Watch !"

Let no one of you imagine that in this 
the teacher is propounding some theolo­
gical fancy peculiar to himself. On the 
contrary, without fear of contradiction, I 
affirm this to be the professed though 
much-neglected faith of Christendom. 
So plain is the Saviour’s teaching ns to 
His second advent, and so manifest the 
duty which is laid upon us in the text, 
that our own Confession of Faith in chap, 
xxxiii. has devoted a whole section to it, 
in which wo have these words :—

“ As Christ would have us to be cer­
tainly persuaded that there hall be a 
day of judgment * * so will Ho
have that day unknown to men, that 
they may be always watchful, because 
they know not what hour their Lord will

The meaning of these words in the 
Confession, which we as Presbyterians 
profess to receive as a true exhibit ot the 
teaching of Holy Scripture, has been put 
with admirable clearness by the lute 
Rev. Pror A. A. Ilodge, D. D., of Prince­
ton, N. J , in his “ Commentary on the 
Westminster Confession," where he says :
“This section teaches • • • that

the designed effect of the attitude of un­
certainty with regard to the time of the 
second advent * * * in which the
saints are placed, .is that they should re­

gard it as always immediately impend-

It is then for the future second, glo­
rious personal coming of Jesus Christ 
that the text commands us to watch. 
We may take that as certain. In further 
exposition and application of the words, 
I shall endeavor to show you, first, what 
is included in tho idea of watching, and 
secondly, what are some of the leading 
motives by which our Lord has enforced 
the coalman l.

I. First then, what is it to “ watch" for 
the second coming of the Lord? I an­
swer, that watching always includes three 
things, namely, Expectation, Vigilance 
and Preparation. All three are essential ; 
leave out any one of these, and a man is 
not obeying the command of the text.

1. The first element in watching is 
expectancy. It you tell me that you are 
watching for the n turn of one of your 
household from a journey, l infer that 
you are expecting their return from that 
journ* y. He is absent now, but it is 
plain that you do not expect him to be 
absent always. You expect him to re­
turn. So also, to watch for the the Lor I 
Jesus from Heaven, is to expect the 
Lord Jesus from Heaven. He is absent 
now; but we do not expect him to hi# ab 
sent always. We look for Ilia r turn. 
This, accordingly, is said to have been 
the attitude of the primitive believers. 
Thus Paul describes himself and the 
Philippian believers, as men who*** eilL. 
zmship was in Heaven, “from whence

WE LOOK FOR TUB SAVIOUR,

the I/ird .L'fus Christ, who shall change 
the holies of our humiliation Into the 
likeness of His own body of glory."’

So in I. Thés», j, 9.10, we are told that 
the hea'hen neighbors of the Thess do- 
nian Christians described them as hav­
ing two peculiarities; they had “turned 
to God from i-lols," and they were ‘-wait­
ing for the Son of Go-l from Heaven, 
even Jesus." This their expectation 
that that crucified Jew, Jesus the Xazx- 
reno, would come in glory in ihe clouds 
of Heaven, was such a prominent tiling 
with them that it attracted universal at­
tention. .Let me ask you in pissing 
whether you think that an intelligent 
heathen coming to Toronto or any other 
city in Christendom, if asked to describe 
Christians in general, by the two parti­
culars which most attracted his atten­
tion, would be likely to mention as one 
of these, that they were a people differ­
ing from others in this, that th *y were 
all looking for the Lord Jesus from 
heaven? Or might he not attend many 
a church for a long time and mingle 
with many professed bel je vers for years, 
and never once hear the subject men-

Thus Prof. Fisher, of Yale College (not 
a premillenarian), in hie account of 
primitive faith and doctrine, says of the 
Apostles:- -

“Their yearning for their absent Lord 
mingled itself with the conviction that 
the .Saviour's work would be incomplete 
until there should be a stupendous 
manifestation of His power in connection 
with it. Every hour’s delay in His com­
ing was a painful postponement of a wish
that pine*l for its fulfilment..... ....This
expectation is expressed by all the 
Apostles in terms which admit of no 
other interpretation. To put any other 
construction on these passages, as if the 
coming to which they refer were any­
thing else than the Second Advent.would 
be to introduce a dangerous license in 
interpretation, and one which might be 
employed to subvert the principal doc­
trines of the Christian system. The same 
expectation is expressed in most of the 
Fathers of the second century."

To the same < fleet is the testimony of 
Gibbon and all the historians of the 
primitive Church. The believers of that 
tinté were eminently a people who were 
distinguished from all others by their 
avowed and earnest expectation of the 
Lord Jesus from Heaven. That waa the 
way in which they understood the 
Siviour’s command as given in the text.

WE AUK CALLED TO IMITATE THEM.

2. But although expectation is essen­
tial to watching, yet, if that be all, there 
is no watching. It is evident that I may 
be expecting a friend, and yet not 
be watching for that friend. If for 
example, my friend has gone to Europe 
and has told me that he will return, but 
riot under a year, I shall certainly ex­
pect his return, but till that time is up 
I shall not watch for him- Evidently, 
watching is more than mere expectation. 
It includes &1fo vigilance. By vigilance 
is meant, a careful looking for and 
scrutiny of what signs there may be of 
the near approach of him tor whom I 
watçb. The sentinel ot outpost duty 
watches, not merely by a general expec 
tation of the approach of the enemy, but 
by a careful looking for and scrutiny of 
whatever sign he may see or hear, or 
think he sees or hears, of the enemy’s 
approach. You watch foi the coming of 
your absent friend, by listening intently 
for every f.iotfallon the pavement, every 
sound of voices on the street, which may 
betoken the near approach of his face. 
Hence it is plain that vigilance implies a 
belief not only that the person for whom 
we watch will come some time, but that 
lie may come soon. Do not forgot this. 
There may thus be no expectation with­
out vigilance ; but there can be no 
watching without vigilance. The virgins 
in the parable were all ot them, wise and 
foolish, expecting the bridegroom ; else 
they had not been in the marriage pro 
cession ; but they failed none the less in 
watching. Thrown off" their guard by 
the bridegroom's unexpected delay, they 
all, wise and foolish, fell asleep, and thus 
while they had ceased to expect that he 
would come some time, they ceased to 
be vigilant, and therefore ceased to 
watch. It is plain, if this be so, that if 
we will obey the command of our Lord 
to watch for his second coming, we must 
not assume to fix in our minds.

THE TIME OF HIS ADVENT.

This is very often done. It is done in two 
ways. There are those who fix a time in 
the near future; there are others who fix 
a time in the distant future. Some say 
the Lord will come in 1888, or 1897, or 
some other near date. Others says that 
it is certain that the Lord cannot come 
in our day at all; that, in fact, it may be 
assumed as certain that he will not come 
(or centuries. But these are just as much 
in the wrong as the other;, and like 
them are acting in direct contravention 
of our Lord's plain words, that not even 
the angels of God know the time of his 
coming. If not they, how much less do 
we? If the angels do not know, are the

commentators and theologians wiser than 
they? It is just in this way that multi­
tudes of Christian people put themselves 
in a mental position in which it his be­
come impossible for them to obey this 
command of our Lord to watch.

In opposition to all such theories, 
whether they fix the time of the advent 
either in the near or the distant future, 
stand unaltered our Saviour’s very 
solemn words, “Ye know not when the 
Master of the house cometh; at even, or 
at midnight, or at the cock-crowing, or in 
the morning. What I say unto you, I 
say unto all, watch I”

As therefore this command to watch 
for the I»rd’s Second Advent requires 
us to be vigilant for Him as well as to ex 

‘ pect Him, it is plain that it rrquir s us 
to regard His advent as a continual pos­
sibility ? Some of you may perhaps be 
saying that you cannot do this because 
of many things which you think must 
take place before the Lord can come. 
In other words, you have a theory of 
prophetic interpretation, more or less 
definite, and according to that theory 
tho lord cannot come in our day. Tne 
answer to this very common objection is 
very simple, namely, duty first, theory 
afterward. The Lord has not command­
ed you to have a theory ol prophetic in­
terpretation, but He has commanded 
you to watoh for Hie appearing, on the 
express ground that you do not know 
but that He may come “ in the first 
watoh." It is a good thing to have a 
theory, if a true one ; but it is better yet 
and safer to obey the Lord. And if we 
find that anything in our understanding 
of Scripture binders us from maintaining 
the attitude ot expectant vigilance to­
ward the Lord's coming which is here 
enjoined, it will at least be prudent to 
inquire whether we may or may not be 
misunderstanding the Scripture. These 
words then make it our duty, believing 
that the I»rd may very possibly come in 
our generation, to be ever looking out 
for any signs that may

BETOKEN HIS NEAR APPROACH.

That there will ho such signs, the Lord 
has plainly told us. He said that when 
we should see certain things coming to 
pass, we might “know that He was near, 
even at the doors." (See vs 33 and par- 
ellels.) And, it may be added, he also 
taught, that although this was true, yet 
the most of men would never notice the 
signs, or else would misinterpret them; 
for he said that the day would come “as 
a snare on all them that dwell on the 
face of the whole earth.” (Luke xxi 35.) 
But he said there would be signs for him 
who would heed them. Among these he 
named, for example, the universal 
preaching of the Gospel. He said, in so 
many words, when this Gospel of the 
Kingdom shall be “preached in all the 
world for a witness among all nations, 
then shall the end be,”—“the end of the 
age," concerning the sign of which His 
disciples had asked Him. He described 
also the social condition of that period 
as a time win n ther-* should be “on earth 
distress of nations with perplexity; men's 
hearts failing them tor fear and for look­
ing after those things which are coming 
on the earth."

But in reply to this we aro often 
pointed to tho disappointment of Chris­
tians in this matter. Men, we are told, 
have often thought that they discerned 
the signs, and have thought the Lord 
was near, and yet He has not come. 
And with this multitudes «think that 
they have sufficiently excused them­
selves from obeying the l-ord’s com­
mand. But should we think of reason­
ing like this in earthly affairs? What, 
for instance, would you think of the 
sentinel who, on perilous picket duty, 
because he could not tell with certainty 
when the rustling of the leaf or the dis­
tant Iran: p of horsemen betokened the 
enemy’s approach, because he had often 
misinterpreted such facts and been 
alarmed for nothing, should therefore 
excuse himself from any further atten 
lion to such things and suffer all such 
signe to go unheeded? Would you like 
to feel that your life was in the hands of 
such a soldier?

Or what, at eea, would you think if, 
with the angry clouds gathering around, 
the sea and the waves roaring, the com 
mander should "refuse even to pay any 
attention to these things, on the ground 
that often he had misinterpreted such 
signs and though" a storm coming when 
it was not? Would you like to be at sea 
with a commander of that kind? And 
shall we act more wisely, is our conduct 
more excusable, if being warned that

JESUS CHRI-T IS CERTAINLY RETURNING, 

that Hib coming will be as the lightning 
in its suddenness, bringing glory to the 
ready, judgment to the unready, charged 
too by Himself to keep a vigilant out­
look for Him ; yet, because we are not 
made infallible, take no heed to signs 
which may be heralding His approach— 
signs which, He has told us, shall as 
surely go before His coming as the cloud 
before the storm, the dawn before the 
sunrise ? Shall we aot on this wise ? 
God forbid 1 Enough let it be for us 
that our Lord has bidden us be vigilant 
He knows better fnv than we wherein 
our wisdom lies ! Let it not be that any 
of us for our unwatchfulness should 
have to hear from Christ at last that sad 
reproof to some of old : “ How was it 
that ye did not discern the signs of the

3. But while expectation and vigilance 
are essential elements in that watching 
which the text enjoins, they are not the 
whole of it. It is implied also that we 
shall keep ourselves in readiness tor 
Christ's appearing. The betrothed 
maiden who expects day by day her 
affianced one to claim her as his bride, 
does not satisfy herself with mere ex 
pectation or with listening tor His com­
ing. She keeps herself in readiness to 
give him a suitable welcome. So with 
the coming of the heavenly bridegroom.

A watching believer will be a ready be­
liever. Thus it is quite possible that one 
may be expecting the Lord's coming, and 
be a great student of prophecy and of 
the signs of the times and yet not be 
obeying this command.

With all his expectation of the Bride­
groom and bis concern to be found in 
the company of those who go out to meet 
Him, a man may very possibly forget to 
take oil in his vessel with his lamp. Let 
us remember this. I need not remind 
you in what this readiness for Christ’s 
coming consists. It begins with faith and 
repentance; it is expressed in holiness

and unworldliness of life, a life such as 
shall bear a continuous witness in the 
world that we do really believe m Christ’s 
atoning death, His g'orious resurrection 
and imminent appearing as earth’s right­
ful King. Faith, repentance, holy living 
—herein is the only preparation. Let us 
not deceive ourselves. No half prepara­
tion is consistent with the attitude of a 
soul watching for the Saviour's coming. 
It will not be found enough to be in the 
virgin company, to be enrolled as church 
members in good an*l regular standing. 
Remember that bslf of that virgin com­
pany in the parable were

SHUT OUT FROM THE MARRIAGE SUPPER.

Nav, we may say more. As has been 
truely remarked, “Even the best prepar­
ed weie not quite ready.” For observe, 
it is said, that, su Idenly awakened by 
the cry that the bridegroom was at hand, 
“all those virgins," not the foolish only, 
but the wise as well, “arose and tnmmed 
their lamps.” From this it appears that 
the lamps of even the wise, because 
they had neglected to watch, had begun 
to burn dimly and needed trimming. 
Thus there may be a sincere profession 
whfere there is not yet full readiness to 
meet Christ.

II. In closing I will now advert briefly 
to the motives by which Our Lord has 
enforced this so neglected command.

1. Of these the first and most frequent­
ly insisted on is that which is mentioned 
in the text, tho uncertainty of the time. 
Ye know not the day or the hour when 
the son of man cometh." These words 
have never yet been taken back. They 
stand, for all believers in all ages, a most 
impressive and^soleinn warning to con­
tinued watchfulness—not for death, as 
we have clearly seen, but for that second 
coining of the Lord which, for all His 
believing people, shall

END DEATH IN RESURRECTION.

When it shall be we know not. It may 
be in the first watch, for the Saviour has 
said sc; it may not be till later. The 
Church may have long years of weary 
waiting yet before her, or her redemp­
tion may be just at hand. So far from 
its being certain that Christ will not come 
for centuries, it is quite possible, accord­
ing to the Scriptures, that, for anything 
any man really knows to the contrary, 
many of us may live to witness, without 
dying, the glorious appearing I

What a motive this tor watchfulness I 
for liveliest expectation, for the most 
wakeful vigilance, for the most thorough 
preparation I How can we be excused 
if we neglect it I

2. Another motive to watchfulness 
which our Lord has given us is found in 
His warning that when at last he does 
come, that coming will be to the most of 
men a great surprise. It will be a sur­
prise, not only to avowed worldlings and 
unbelievers, but, He tells us, also to the 
Church. All the parables and illustra­
tions which He uses regarding His 
coming set this forth. It was while 
the servant was saying, “My Lord de­
lay et h His coming !" that the master of 
the house came. It was while “all the 
virgins,” wise, mark, as well as foolish, 
were soundly sleeping, that the startling 
cry was heard “Behold the bridegroom 
cometh ! Go ye out to meet him !" It 
is while men shall be saying, ‘Peace and 
safety," Paul declares, that sudden de­
struction shall come upon them, and 
they shall not escape. The day of the 
coming of the Son of Man shall be, Christ 
said, “as the days of Noah.” Noah had 
been preaching for several hundied years, 
and for a hundred and twenty years had 
been telling of the coming flood. But 
they did not believe him; they probably 
thought the old man fanatical or daft. 
They went on with their worldly living 
just the same, “eating and drinking, 
marrying and giving in marriage, and 
knew not till the flood came and swept 
them all away." “So," adds the Saviour, 
“shall it be in the day when the Son of 
Man is revealed."

Hence it appears that one of the most 
common reasons given by Christians for 
declining to pay attention to this truth 
and duty, namely, that the most of people 
do not believe in it, and understand the 
Scriptures differently, ought to be, 
motive to just the opposite conclusion. 
For this is the iact we may see before 
our eyes, that even in the church,people 
have co:ue to think and talk and live 
just as our Saviour said they would be 
thinking and living when He should 
come. In the first days of the Church 
when the virgin company

HAD NOT YET COME TO SLEEP,

and the expectation of the advent was 
quick and lively, this prediction must 
have seemed very hard to believe. But 
we see it fulfilled 1 What an argument 
this should be for increased watchful­
ness ! for seeking to be in this respect as 
much unlike the most of professing Chris- 
tains as possible !

3 It is another motive to obedience 
to this command, which our Lord and 
His apostles have set before us, that it 
will prove to many a very evil and dis­
astrous thing not to be found watching 
for the Lord. The absence of this spirit 
is always represented as one of the dark 
features in.the condition of the Church as 
she nears the time of the advent. It 
is against this particular form of spiritual 
declension, ns one to which even true 
Christians, even “wise virgins," by reason 
of the Lord’s delay, would be peculiarly 
exposed, and which ever teq$¥!to bring in 
its train all manner of easy going religion 
and absorbing worldiness, that the most 
solemn and repeated warnings of the Lord 
aro given.

look about you ! Arc there no signifi­
cant signs which should waken every 
one of us to a trimming of lamps and 
closest vigilance? The Gospel “shall 
be preached for a witness among all na­
tions; then shall the end come!" Have 
those words no special note of warning 
in this missionary century ? The Church 
was to be unexpectant ; men should be 
looking forward to years of peace and 
safety. How is it with that sign? Can 
we discern it? True, the cry of warning 
is heard, and ever more and more. A 
McCheyne, the Bonars, a Spurgeon, an 
Alford, a Godet, a great number of learn­
ed and devout men on the continent of 
Europe, and a Moody and a great com­
pany of evangelists with him, are raising 
anew the cry, “ Behold the Bridegroom 
cometh 1” Is there nothing in all this to 
set us to thinking?

Verily we, in this generation, may say, 
with a greater emphasis than ever be*


