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FRENCH CRUISER SUNK

By Special Wire to the vourier.
PARIS, Feb. 29, via Lon-
don.—The auxiliary French
cruiser Provence was & nky o,
in the Mediterranean Iast
Saturday, it was announced
|officially to-day. At Malta
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g ﬁmﬂs glorious defence
8 , who are ‘re-
sisting the Getman advance with the

Allies 'Ha;gé;;Now-,Been Dealt a Heavy
Blow by the Loss of Five

Ten Mile Front, and the Loss of Ver-
% QW sk Ago Thought Impossi-
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Discussed as Possibility.

ham, who brings to bear on the great

me,issues of the war, one: of the most

tent

ness is felt in regard to the

utmost gallantry, self-sacrifice and

heroism.
The capture of Verdun, which only
a week ago would have been deemed

acute ‘and well inform minds. A

fure
o et
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ian population have been’

shells which fell.'in-‘-;t'hg,‘foity.‘

 remnant of the poﬁ.\ﬂion, were still

reluctant to leave, but were urged by
the aughoriﬁes to go, and they crowd-

ed on open freight cars, used for the:

handling of artillery and exposed to
the snow and the cold, they departed

for a safer region. One aged woman|:

absolutely impossible by military au-
thorities here, 4s now discussed as a!
possibility, which the allies may have
to face. It is not denied that the fail
of the great French fortress would be |
a serious matter for the allies, but on|
the other hand to quote Lord Syden-

Former

had refused to go, statino that she
was resigned to die, but her maid,
who was herself 6o years old, pleaded
with her and finally placed her in a
wheelbarrow and wheeled her eight

(Continued on Page Five, )

Killed at the Front

Ottawa, Feb. 29.—Last night’s cas-,
ualty list received from the front by’,
Major-General Sir Sam Hughes an-|
nounced the death in action of Capt.|
A. ]. Matthews, of the 27th Battalion. |
The late officer is a son of George !
Matthews, the well-known meat |
packer, and was one of the partners|
in the business. He lived formerly in|
Lindsay before going to Winnipeg.|
He is survived by his wife, who 1s|
now residing in tne latter city. i

His was the only fatclity reported |
in last night’s list. The casualties are|
still keepihg down to the normal daily |
average, indicating that the German}
offensive has not yet reached thz]|
British and Canadian lines. |

Major-General Hugncs wired his;
condolences last night to the father|
and wife and to the brothers. The late
Capt. Matthews was for years an of-!
ficer in Sir Sam’s own regiment, sthe
45th, and the Minister speaks in the
highest terms both of his personal
character and of his ability as a thor-
pughly good soldier. He was a veter-
an of the South African war, and
when the present war broke out he
was one of the first to offer his ser-
vices.

LIVED IN BRANTFORD

The above refers to the youngest
brother of Mr. G. S. Matthews of this
city. He resided here for some three
or four years as the assistant man-
ager of the Pork Packing establish-
ment on the Burford road. He was
an officer of the Dufferin Rifles, and

ner had made many

warm friends who will be sincerety

sorry to hear of his death, although
in so glorious a cause. During his
residence here he was married to
Miss Gross of Lindsay.

WILL MAINTAI
PEACE IN EAST

Great Britain Has Confi-
dence in Japan’s Good
Faith With China.

By Speeial Wire to tne Jourier.

1 okio, Feb. 20—Count Okuma, _]a'p.
anese premier, to-day told a delegation
«f Japanese who are avowedly hostile
to Yuan-Shi-Kai, the Chinese presi-
dent, that, while he could not disclose
the government’s policy, with regard
to China, they might rest assured that
Japan would take proper measures
to maintain peace in the Orient. He
added that relations bétween Japan
and Great Britain as far as Chinese
questions are concerned have im-
proved and that Great Britzin shows
confidence in Japan’s good faith.

The delegation, which visited Count
Okuma was from a meeting of 300 Ja-
panese politicians, including a dozen
members of parliament, One oi the
resolutions passed by the meeting de-
manded that Yuan-Shi-Kai resign and
denounced him as responsiblegor the

the resolution declared to be justifi-

CONSERVATIVE NOTICE

The annual ward meetings of

Ward 1, 2 and 3, w.ll take place
of the- Associa

able in view of Yuan's attempt to
make himself a monarch.

HASTILY RETREATING.

By Special Wire to the Courier.

f King and Dal-

oo On Wednesday

night March 1Ist at 8 oD

sharp, for the election of Ward

Chairmen, sub-chairmen and

other businesss. All Conservs-

tives of said Wards," cordially

invited.

N. D. Nedl; H. Cockshutt,

President.

LONDON, Feb. 29, 125
p.m.—A Central
patch from Petrograd says
the Turks are hastily evacu-
ating Trebizond and the
neighboring towns on the
Black Sea coast of the Cau-
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Compared With Same Per-
md Last Year Shows
Iridease.

+The Municipal

“Situation is Now

Railway earnings
to the end of last week}
show an increase over the corres-, ..
{m@_ﬂnﬂ- period of last year as fol

rightfu

It is expected, how:

;| ERETgY .
ce, | that they will be renewed again to-
and | day, but at rew points. The fact that  the :
> | the battle is now shifting is taken as |gcene "L
brought 2 sign that the German general staff

ion Wi 5
bout";_a" H oo ihas begun to

BRITISH CASUALTIES. |

By Special Wire to the Ceurvier.

LONDON, Feb. 29, 11.20 fighting at Ornes.
a.m.—The British casualtie
in all the war during

296 survivors have peen

™ landed. :
; 18 Y ! The ministry of marine
_ estimates the number of sur-

, : vivors at 870. 1
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gl “I.saw the shambles at Suippes and | where there was not
; Sauoin. They were nothing to what | prom  Moncourt 1
the T saw last weck. The enemy advanced | gupply

month of February showed! and we retired under orders, but #e 7y took
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the Way Struggle is
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e From behind us the French artil

despair of making 2 A axbba, AHE
| real impression on the French defence, |lery fired into the German masses, tf

il | fought since the beginning of the
| war.” says a soldier who has returned
{to Paris and who was present at the

German sh
toward the B
our machi
every five yards,
we saw the dead

flying over our heads

umont section, .7
guns,-placed in batteries
an to play ‘and
in groups upright,
room to fall.
followed the
road to  Fleury, where
the light railway toward

‘ killed them by the dozens. It was SO | yerdua. The heavy guns near Douau-

a total of 739 officers and; terrible that I, who have watched ¥ mont and Damloup were firin
comrades fall around me-almost with | 3¢ they could be loaded.

17,847 men.
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Looks Lz’ke a Spring Cleaning

pels, bot I'm going to get a pair.of real dogs for those kennels.”|

U. S.“I'm sorry to disturb your
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ag fast
en we
passed  between the two points ghe
air pressure, produced by the contin-
uous discharges, was SO terrific that
| plood rushed from our €ars and our
i lungs almost ceased working.”

|
'BIG GERMAN DRIVE

| ON EASTERN FRONT

\
| By Special Wire to the Courier-

| PETROGRAD, Feb. 29,

'via London—Announcement
'was made semi-officially te-
\day that tremendous activ-
lity has been observed over
|the whole length of the Ger-

_'man front in the East. There

\are various indications that
|spring will see another great
| -fort by the Germans on the
| Russian front.

Enormous quantities “of
incendiary and explosive
'bombs have been collected
by the Germans. Another
feature of these prepara-
‘tions is the bringing up of
japparatus ‘for aerial war-
\fare on an increasing scale.
| Aerodromes are being ‘en-
larged and great numbers of
|aeroplanes forwarded from

|Germany.

! By Speeial Wire to the Courier.

|
~ MINE DISASTER.
| CUMBERLAND,

Md.,

‘reported dead and twenty
buried by an explosion in the
'mine of the Davis Coal &
Coke Company at Kempton,
W.Va., near here, to<day.

. {Large forces of volunteers

are trying to save the en-
tombed men.

pride that servicessof the

sat. ' | year, and &{{

It has been a matter of justifiable | suing fiscal year.

greatest | It is my eafnest
value have been rendered by Canadian | liberations will, u

soldiers, who have displayed couragé | Providence, mate:

and heroism that will be a lasting
glory to our country. I am glad w0
observe that the efforts being made
to recruit additional forces in this
province are meeting with satisfactory
results, aided by the _inspiring €x-
ample and heroic conduct of our
soldiers who have gone to the front,
many of ‘whom have given their lives
for the great cause.

It has been our privilege as a pro-
vince to assist the Empire in a num-| o= o, <
ber of ways through the expenditure  Sperial, Wiim te.
of the proceeds of the war tax author- |, Rome, Feb. 28.-
ized by this legislature. In addition to 29.—The following
this, our people have responded t§.:n- cation was issued
erously to every appéal made to

em oﬁ;‘ce:
on behalf of patriotic funds. The re- 1eryM3.?§ m Isor

ments have occu

sults of the collection: on Trafalgar.
Day, made at the imstanc of the
president of the British' Red Cross
Society, were specially- gratifying and
have received thankful acknowledg-
ment. Greater and heavier sacrifices
will yet be required,"but I am con-iby ri fire.
vinced that the people of the province | been noticed on
will ungrudgingly assume every bur- :
den and make every effort that may
be required of them for the security
of the Empire and the preservation
of the liberties of the world.

Our thanks are due to Almighty :
God for the abundant harvest of the | continuous mediati

Loadon, Feb. 2
session of the

Feb. 29.—Six miners were

past year, which® has contributed
greatly to the prosperity and comfort :‘;;,’dﬁ‘:; cf"t'hg
of our people. . . yesterday, acco

1 desire to expres§ the decp regret from that city to
of the people of Oatarig for tic de- | Company. The United
struction by fire of the historic par- land, and all the
liament buildings at Ottawa, an event; tries, the despatch
rendered more melancholy by reasorr sented. 3

Attacking AtlanticSh

By Special Wire to fhe Couricr.

New York, Feb,. 20—Wireless
warnings that a Gefman commerce
raider, possibly accompanied by con-
sorts, was attacking shipping in thz
Atlantic were received by the Stand-
ard Oil Tanker Communipaw. which | ping in the Atlantic 3
arrived here to-day from Algiers. sisted ’bg captured

The first message was received onj armed. Description, 6,000
February 17, and was, partially in | fifteen knots, com
code, It read: 3 g and passenger a

“Abmb calling caaw and reported i
being chased by a- suspicious ship X
which she believes to’be a German of sensational rumio:
raider. Position wch and wmx.lwhen it was reportes
Colirse west.” " i been attacked and sunk

The Communipaw _some mil s |rine in the Meditegranes
south of the Azores when this mes-|days, during which Wash
sage was received. At moon a second in vain to ascertain: her whereabot
message apparently from the same | she put into Algiers ! ¢ captain
ship arrived. It said: | denied that any attack had been mads

“Altered “course fo\ on .and .
_ The third and most signific
sage was received ab ou




