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SIR EDWARD GREY’S STATEMENT TO THE HOUSE

In the House of Commons, o Monday, Aug 3, Sir
{M’Wa‘rd Grey, who was received with loud
onged cheers, said:

Last week I stated that we were working for peace,
not only for this country, but to preserve the peace
~ of Europe. (Cheers.) To-day, though events have
moved so rapidly that it seems difficult to state with
technical accuracy the state of affairs, it is clear that
the peace of Europe cannot be -preserved. Russia an
?ermany have declared war upon each other. Before

proceed to state the position of His Majesty’s Gov-
ernment I would like to clear the ground, 0 that the

ouse may realize, before 1 come to state to the House
what our attitude is with regard to the present cerisis.
First let me say very shortly we have consistently
worked with a ‘single mind, and with all the earnest-
Dess . our power to preserve peace. The House may
be satisfied on that point. We have always done 1t,
and in these last-years, SO gar as His Ma,je.sty’s Gov-
ernment is concerned, we should have 10 diffienlty 11
proving it. Through the Balkan crisis we
ll))ea(:e_ (Cheers.) With the co-operation 0
BOWe-rs, we were guecessful in working for peace 11 e
Palkan peninsula. It is true that some of the G

owers had difficulty in adjusting their points of view,
and much time and labor Was expended pefore they
%Ould settle their difficulties- But peace WaS secured,
Decause peace was their main object, and we wﬂlull'gl'y
lg.iave time and trouble t0 render a Set
blﬁeremes possible. In the ‘present o1
been possible, Ibecause there has beel little time, ant

ecause there has been a disposition in SOMe quarters,
upon which I will not Jwell, to force things rapidly to
:}I: issue, to the great risk of peace. As we now know,
the result of that is that the policy of peace: go far as

e Great Powers are concerned, has failed.

Efforts For Peace.

I do not want to dwell on that, or Say where the
lame seems to lie, or which Powers were most 10
t%xvf)r of peace, and which were most disposed to risk
eir interests and endanger peace. want .t.o ap-
Ec’é‘oach this crisis from the point of view of British 10~
B:Scsft’ British honor——(overwhelming !
qul i 0Migation——(I‘e’nevve-d che
she?tlons as to why peace Nas not been pre i
all publish papers as s00n ag we can with regar
at took place last week when we were

Peace, and wl ablished I have I8
doubt’ A when these papers are P ot roaled b
th the will make :

at to every human heing ywhole-hearted

nuine an
i 1, 1 comé first 0

1 have assured

assured the
as this

(;l?ag how strenuous and
e ur efforts for peace were. 'V
e C}lilestmn of our treaty obligations.
ou ouse, and the Prime Minister Das

! arosze more than once, that if any erisis sue
and bWe should come before ) it

eide e able to say to the House that it was ' ol

V"OulgV hat the British attitude shoulc A

Which have no secret engagoment;—(h fwill ol

with we should spring upon the House.

thls pOint first.

The Alliance and the Entente

§ E},llf‘r.e have been in Burope tW
ri 1-rlp1e Alliance and what has come
Ple Entente. The Triple Fntente Was

ance; it was 2 diplomatic group- The House will re-
member that in 1908 there 'Wwas q crisis, also 2 Balkan
crisis, arising on the annexation of Bosnia and Herze-
govina. The Russian Minister came to Liondon and 1
told him definitely then, this being a Balkan erisis,

did not consider that the public opinion in this coun-
try would justify us in promising anything more than
diplomatic support. More has never been asked from
us, more was never given, more was never promised.
Wiell, in this present erisis, up till yesterday, we had
also given no promise of anything more than diplo-
matic support. Well, now, to make clear this question
of obligation to the House, I must go baek first to the
Morocean crisis 0 1906. That was the time of the Al-
geciras (Clonference. That was a difficult time for the
Government, hecause 2 General Election was in pro-
gress. Ministers were geattered over the country, and
1 spent three days a week in my constituency .an

three days in the Foreign Office. 1 was asked the
question whether, if that erisis Jeveloped into a war
hetween France and Germany, we would give arme

support. 1 said then that I could promise nothing un-
less I was sure of

the whole-hearted support of pub-
lie opinion here when the occasion arose. I said that,
in my opiniom, if war was ¢orced upon France upon
the question of Moroceco, a question which had just
been the subject of agreement, that if out of that agree-
ment war was foreed upon France at that time, in my
opinion the publie opinion of the eountry would rally

to the support of France. (Cheers.)
No Promise.

But T made no promise. 1 expressed that opinion
in the same words to the French and German Ambas-
sadors at the time, without making any promise. That
position was accepted by the French Government, but
they said at the time to me, and very reasonably, <‘If
you think it possible that publice opinion in Great Bri-
tain might, when 2 sudden erisis arose justify you in
giving to France armed support which you- cannot pro-
mise in. advance, unless between military and naval
some conversations had taken place, you
would not be able to give that support even if you
wished when the time comes.”’ There was force in
that contention, and 1 agreed to it, and authorized
those conversations t0 take place, but on the distinet
anderstanding that nothing which passed between the
naval and military experts of either Government in
any way restricted our freedom as to whether or not
we should give that support when the time arrived.
On that oceasion a general election was in progress,
and T had to take the responsibility of what T did, be-
cause the (Cabinet eould not be qummoned. Those con-
versations took place between the naval and military
experts. |
Letter to French Ambassador.

Qome time afterwards, in 1912, the matter was dis-
cussed with the Cabinet, and it was decided that we
ought to have a definite understanding in writing. It
was only to be in the form of an unofficial letter that
the conversations were not binding upon the freedom
of the Governments. On 22nd November, 1912, 1 wrote
a letter T will read to the House to the French Ambas-
sador, and I received from him a letter in similar
terms in reply. This letter will be known to the pub-




