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The Railway: Problem
Article XI The coal ol living ia the coat of Uenenortatioe Cheep railwaff*ret* 

the only condition of permanent prosperity—War and the railway problem 
The only hope of cheep rates ia in government pwnerahip.

By E- B Bigger

It is only when we imagiee railway 
service rut off that we realize how the 
railway ha* tmoeformed our tlaily- life. 
At the beginning of Inal century it 
coat twenty shilling, sterling to run 
try a l.uahrl uf rura from Kurt William 
to Ihe lira ad I'urtage, thirty mile» we*t. 
and according to Kir A lei MarKearie 
core la, the cheapest article of pro 
i ieion». In another part of Canada 
Col. Talbot paid eighteen bushel* of 
wheat ia earhange for a barrel of salt, 
and a bu»hel of wheat would only buy 
a yard uf cotton, end yet in testions of 
the Talf.ul settlement wheel sold for 
rash at lï.wi a bushel ia the tame tea 
•on ia which it wa* obtained for 71 
real» ia other *ertiuam where the rued* 
were good. la ITM the freight oa 
good* by boat from Kmgtlua to Ifim-s, 
'jfo oa the Niagara «bout I Ml wiles— 

Au ft» end fit» Si.l rho and f-1 second 
cine* per tun. The hloteon ’a in 1121 
charged (HImeager* ft4.30 for a tingle 
trip on their boat* from Quebec lu 
Montreal, cm off railway *ervie*a a ad 
three coéditions would return with 
prualiue and ensuing starvation lo mat 
tiled** ia every province

Hat if the railway a the factor that 
wrought the change from thaw rundl 
Hoot up till MW, it ie at*o Ihe indyt 
of what eetllemewl caa bo made if the 
elemeal of privet# proAl were reteov e«l 
aad the rale* were rhewpeaed atilt 
more. Ta *hew the low aaaaally .of 
fored by the people of West *ad Keel 
owing to the reeliictioaa of high rate*.

to tell, and on the other aide of th« 
account on the ta* added bv the many 
erf* of transportation involved ia ail 
he has to buy. ^

Why Settlers Are Leaving
Thru the alienation of vast arena of 

land into the hand» of railway aat 
other private corporations, the advaa- 
tag«** we have been able to offer the 
settler in cheap westers land* is fast 
disappearing. We have no great ad 
vantage over the unsettled region* el 
the Celled State* west in climat# m 
in length of summer season; while as 
the other hand our freight and pa* 
•eager rates are *u much higher lime 
those oa the Aamricaa side at the aaw 
distance from marheta, that the r* 
maimng advantage ia the price of U 
aadian land is caneelled. We may as 
well face the fact that it is these cee- 
•tderelioa. that account for the home 
ward migration ia the past two years 
of thousand* of sett 1er* who ram# tala 
Canada from the failed Htatee, end as 
long as the primary purpose at opera! 
teg our railway» ie dividend* to share 
holder*, hew cow We es peel per omasa» 
im pro v emeat I

No private railway raa live off ill 
owe ff«wh, it ihriiw aad esteed» i* 
reach by proSl aad ou ne other Imam 
Hot a eyeiew of lasaliee which leave» 
t house ede of S4ware miles without say 
rail treaeperl. but wreels a proft le 
three rompeeies where owe weald h» 
eoffrieal to carry the trafic, is eel

I *ew* w ■». » immv sum In. ue. ate aw non sse me I 
• saw ease Sss. w w. sum twee «es loo

take as Item ml home produce Spplew 
Il resta the dweller ia the prairie prev 
inew* fi le fî before be ras bava a 
barrel of this oholeeoess frail aad 
•vary eel aw* ta «oms dtetriri* el Ue 
laris aad lf*»U> thswieede of barreL* 
ere toft to loi a Oder the I «ewe, .imply 
because the raa« -f freight, added la 
cert of IwrrsU and wage, ie picking, 
would bet eg a bam le I be grower if 
they were *hip|-«t Hy * railway pot 
try directed to ( rasa ale the lalerrol* of 
these lam »tewse. the late aa apples 
weald be reduced so a* la see ere to Ihe 
grower a small fruit aa every barrel 
«f caetera apple*, aad aa Iwasewee dm 
tribal me at reeooeable price* l* Ihe 
I sopite el Ihe WeM Hel. a* slated by 
the persidcot uf the Krwlt lirons»»’ As 
•ae tat use of t lot a no last year. •" whoa 
I be trwoi portât loo .-mpoeic* rwcotve 11 
reel* more for «war. mg a he trot of 
apples ltd miles thee I he grower re 
rests* for the frail, it to ev ideal there 
ie something areeg eilh the irwnspe# 
lallee aad marketing eysgem* **

lllod ratio*» of I Be damaging effect 
of high railway rate* a* the leiereal 
commerce of Ceaadw caa be welliplmd 
la every branch of trade sad ladwstrr 
They may all be »emm»rt«od la Ibis, 
that broadly «peeking high railway 
rale* mean reotricied commet»* and 
high net of Its tag, tow tale* mean well 
diet rthat ed prawperilr, becawae a hel a 
wee raa on -1*1 cods oa how woe h te 
sobtreeled la freight from what he has•

boot ralcalelsd la ro people the plain* 
oi waiataia the i-owomm-ml aad lode* 
trial life of the Kssl

•tala Ownership Mat Demnrallrtag

We hate shown that Ihe eerrsaf 
of * nalluo . highways ml* prm 
heeds for private prefft has eadeegerM I 

sedaltow. el mf-msibl* geveiW | 
«-•il •* taie «ouali» aad the V» 
Ktalee Thais are many* mho .era 
plainly e sough bet aie Bet W» I 
that got era went - osn.v., way eel ta I 
| face Ils wrote oil* elhefo mat' 
grave. We awt faro this ose* I lea

If we met# »<c»odveo be" evg IM 
gosernmeel oeeefship will lame» 
C.rlv f.elt »sd - leu* public onwl 
Ol c. r«, f-.io .,f roitui tioe. e# d*41
be d»se| pweled. Bad 1er Ihm I SB 
that where gov era mewl m truly re 
or stall ve of the puoade. sod where

-t r |

*f gr SOI .1 follows lha» these U»f 
Ir.lios. o .11 le feffected la afttHI 
w»*t A eat lee top» I
cord . II that standard *»•■'* w| 
owe moral elms may die tale W

• easoweo ell the feed"#» I 
sad rospowsi bill ties holeagleg le M. 
is » .h end » t* •!• improve, its —1 

•sod Ilf# will improve as a logical <
.. , -, ml ». , O ’ I
health «nlv ehes the d|i- |
•re ourhisg ta hstwowy and ell at 
the direct csutrol of Ihe mled *


