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VICTORIA THEATRE

MONDAY, MAY 2.

HEBREW AMATEUR DRAMATIC COMP'Y

IN

Leah, the Forsaken

ASSISTED BY

MISS MAUDE HOWE,

Forthe benefit of the Hebrew School
Fund.

e 1O e

Prices of admission, $1.00 and 50 cents. Seats
now on sale at Jamieson's bookstore.

MUSIC AND THE DRAMA

The following letter speaks for itself :—
CHICAGO, Ill., April 21st, 1802,
Manager Victoria Theatre, Victoria, B.C.

Dear Sir,—1I write to inform you that I
have just learned through a trustworthy
source that a characterless, renownless,
inferior and meretricious concern, consist-
ing of eight (8), or at most ten (10), kitchen
malodorous darkies, lured b{ promises
made them by a nameless knave, are
about to infest your district and give a
show under my copyrighted title, using
the words ‘ Creole Company.” They are
3aid to be aided in this flimsy attempt to
injure your business and mine by giving a
so-called Creole performance without an
act or artist worthy of the name, by a R.
R. Co., who will transport their little con-
cern from town to town, and then put a
man at the door to secure the R. R. Co.’s
money from the first money taken.

This little affair' may play in dance
halls, but if it gets as far as your town,
and bills a Creole Company, it knocks our
business, because amusement seekers, in-

stead of being pleased, will become dis- Maj

gusted.
1 ask you, therefore, to join me imme-

diately in giving &nbllclty to the fact| Edith

throughout your district in the news-
papers, and by all other legitimate means,
that there is but one Creole Company, and
that one is dam. T. Jack’s big 50 people
organization, and that it is coml:tg on its
own train of palace hotel cars, after lon
runs in first class theatres in New Yor
clti;. Philaielphia and Chicago.

ublish the fact that 8 mountebank and
scamp, whose proper vocation is throwi
three cards, or flim-flamming with’a wh
or sweat cloth, is ng steal your
business and mine by false pretences,
muqunmdlnﬁ, in the guise of a manager.
Let the public know that I am booked
with you, and that Sam, T. Jack’s bl
only genuine Creole Company will play at

| opera “Queen Esther,”

Victorla,  July 12th, and bid them wait for
the big ow“.’._ '._d P ¥ s
pectfully and fraternally yours, -
deor &x.'l‘.ﬁcx.

5

treat to the
being the prod of the romantic
drama, *‘ Leah, the Forsaken,” by the He-
brew amateurs. KElaborate preparations
are being made to give this drama a fitting
presentation. The scenery, costumes
stage settings will bemmi and go!

Miss Maude Howe is a very talented emo-
tional actress, and no doubt her playing
will be highly S

tion might be made of the chorus.from the
which will be sung
by & chorns of 20° voices, and also a solo,
¢ Maid of Juds,” by Miss Louisa Philo, an
the wedding scene, when six small chil-
dren will act as flower girls. An orchestra
of 12 pieces, nnder the direction of Mr. J.
J.Cross, wllin ly the muﬁc. I'ﬂ::s e
manager an ng man, Mr. ore
Philo, and Miss Maude Howe are endea-
voring to give a good uction, and they

will surely succeed. The proceeds will be
%onn&t.ed to the Sir Moses Monteflore School
an

The dramatic entertainment given in
Victoria West Hall in aid of St. Barnabas
Church, was ve% successful. The farce,
* Declined With Thanks,” was very credi-
tably given by the following amateurs:
Messrs, J. R. Chambers, H. J. Cave, C.
Chambers, A, C. Cave and C. Holmes, and
Misses Weller, Harris and Nicholson. The
n‘e)alc of the programme was highly enjoy-
able. '

The James Corbett gation of pugi-
listic talent, under t.ge nunageme’lgn'.‘ol
Wm. Brady, will appear at the Victoria
Theatre, on ﬁay 6th, Thursday next. Cor
bett is touring the country previously to
foing into training for his battle with Sul-
ivan in September next.

A neat uniform of black and gold has
been selected for the Imperial Theatre
band, under the direction of Prof. J. J
Cross. The suits are now in the hands of
the tailors, and the band will make its
first appearance in full regalia next week.

Frank Daniels in * Little Puck,” will be
at The Victoria for two nights beginning
May 9. His company has been highly
spoken of all along the line,

The Belmour-Gray Imperial Company
were in Golden, B.C., lnst week, and gave
two performances—Hazel Kirke and Fan-
chon the Cricket.

Eli Perkins holds May 12 at The Vic-
toria.
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THE PIRATES OF PENZANCE.

Richard (a Pirate chief)........ Mr C, Rowlands
Samuel (his lieutenant)............ ..Mr. Martin
Frederick, (a apprentice)...... Mr. White
o Sl O et
OB) v ivvsovins e, n
1‘:‘:: " : : 'ﬁ":b'??" ...... Miss M, Heahflold
.............. rs. Goe

Bl B

en. Stanley \.........-.. nson
Ruth, (a piratical 4 all work). . Miss Wolff

-

In fear and trembling do I usually at-
tend an amateur theatrical performance,
although it does nut take much of an
effort to stay out the ordinary concert.
My wife the other morning woke me up in
a terrible hurry. I thought the house was
on fire, or that baby had got the crouph:f
perhaps that the gas man had called. t
she only told me that the box office for the
amateur performance of the Pirates of
Penzance 0

Monday evening, May ﬁd, ; mﬁua ;
: Victoria public, m event | ..,I,i',

;1 had to work

) uhocué;:nl and I had
 better not lose a momi tb?t'ge_trlght

ound.that the amateurs were guite
equal to the professionals
and that was the time

opera

nothing much attaching to it beyond the
usual catchiness and lightness that should
be a feature of all comic operas. There in
agood deal in its construction that will

al men-{ not bear criticism, but then comic opera,

many licenses. A

like poetry, hasa
Rt' on by the Victorians, it was a success,
e honor attending that, if any, belongs
to Mr. Clement Rowlands, who also susy
tained the part of the Pirate King with &
vigor and manlineés very ing the
rnrt. The male chorus was excellent, the
adies a little lacking in strength, musical-
| ness and spirit. There was n6t what ma
be called & really good voice in the ladie
chorus, and if there was it was not
brought forward. Miss F. Pauline wasiu
reality the star of the evening, although
ven only a minor part. he was ab
ome, lively and entertaining; but her
voice was weak, although sweet, and ab
first she was inclined to be a little neryvous,
Miss Heathfield, as' Mabel, was a successs
8o far as the actl:{x of her part went. but
her voice is not adapted to stage singing,
1 have heard her lrquentliiln concert, an
she is very acceptable. Her presence i
ﬂ:ﬂlug, her musical knowledge and, 80
as her capabilities go, her execution is
good, but then if a u has not the
g::lklerzl qu:)liﬂonion1 of a good JIO‘::'
up by good lung power, ' =
taste in the world will not make him or her

f | a good singer.. Miss Heathfleld has all the

spirit necessary, all the vim, all the happi-
ness of nature, all the will and spirit
captivation, but J)rovldencs has afflicted
her with an indifferent intonation, anin-
perfect enunciation, both ipsurmountable
obstacles to public singing in geueral and
operatic singing in icular, She was
very poorly supported, too, by Mr. White, -
in the role of the Pirate 'Prentice. She
hard to prevent both
her own and his fart hllln{ fint
through his want of activity and life, and
credit must be given her for the amount of
success she had in the effort. Mr. Wkite
was the typical amateur; loggish, spirit-
less - and automaton-like. is voice is
gone, and he was out of place in trying to
act the part of a boy at 21, fresh, innocent
of the world and women, a flower of the
sea, 80 to speak. His love scene with
Mabel was indifferently acted to a degree
of sleepiness. He tried to wake up on one
or two ocrasions but the effort was onls
temporary, and at one time made a ba
blunder. Mr. Rowlands was a rattling
good Pirate King. Bluff, hearty, jolly,
rollicking, with all the natural qualities
for such a life, he threw himself into the
part with a lifelike naturalness. His
superb voice, too, lent presence and power
to his acting. I have never heard that solo
and chorus of the * Pirate King ” better or -
more manfully rendered. Mr. Lombard, -
as the Major General, was very entertain-
inP. and nearly funny. He was in loye
with the part, and did it remarkably weil.

Mr. Kent made a good sergeant of police,

113 little Inclined to overdo it, but better too

much conscientiousness than too little.
His singing was not up to his usual, bat
then to the ordinary vocalist, it-is always
difficult tosing and move about as required
by acting. The police force was comieal
to a degree, and, at the risk of being invid-
ious, I would say that Mr. Rhodes should
have had & more prominent part. We:
ho?. however, to see him shine in the
Mikado which I understand is ahor:ll{ to
be produced under the able managership of
Mr. Clement Rowlands

Taken all in all, the Pirates was a great
success, and those who worked to tha’ end
deserve all the commendation that can be .
given them. ;
_ Tus BYSTANDER.




