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NOTES AND COMMENTS.

Man is an animal that mikes bar­
gains. No other animal does this.
< )ne d )g does not change a bone with 
another.—Adam Smith.

The ex Jesuit Curci (says the Civilta 
Evangelical) has interrupted his lec­
tures at Rome, wearied by the opposi­
tion which comes down upon him from 
the Vatican.

An Episcopal paper thinks that 
“ one reason why the world is so un­
willing to join the Church is because 
the Church is so very willing to join 
the world. ”

The following excellentcompendium 
of what a house of worship should be 
is from an English paper Free 
from all draughts, free from all delu­
sions, free from all false doctrine, free 
to all men, and free from all debt.”

The more gospel-preaching churches 
have the more faithful it seems they 
are apt to be. Where a flock is well

and the re-interment was attended al­
so with prayers for the same end. 
The Archbishop is called a “ Father 

I in God” by those of his own faith, and 
yet it seems his soul is still in purga­
tory. How long will it be before he 
is released 1 How can it be ascertain­
ed when he has entered upon final 
felicity ?—Am. Cor. of Methodist.

The Belfast Presbytery has been 
divided into groups, each consisting of 
four or five congregations, and the 
minutera of each group are to ex­
change pulpits once a month for four 
months, each preaching a missionary 
sermon. Already the good results of 
the arrangement have begun toappesr, 
as in one church the first missionary 
sermon brought up the next collection 
to two and a half times its former 
amount at one leap. The people are 
ready to subscribe to missions if they 
are but instructed on the subject.— 
Methodist.

Artemus Ward was not a preacher, 
he said, but he believed in “ meetin - 
housei.” “Show me a place," he

fed they are much more apt to come said, “ where there isn’t any meetin’-
up when called, and are much gentler 
too.—Zion'» Landmark.

Show me the man you honor ; I 
know by that symptom, better than 
any other, what kind of a man you 
yourself are. For you show me there 
what your ideal of manhood ia ; what 
kind of man you long inexpressibly to 
be. —Carlyle.

The Presbyteries of the Southern 
Presbyterian Church have been re­
quested by their Aaeembly to express 
their opinions respecting the prohibi­
tion, in their Confession of Faith, of 
the marriage of a man wi*h his de­
ceased wife’s sister.

The Government ie doing a great 
deal to improve the general character 
of the Hindus by means of secular 
education. From the four universi­
ties of India there are tamed out 
each year 10,000 English-speaking 
natives, graduates of these universi­
ties.

"Right around you is plenty of mis­
sionary work to be done. Because you 
are debarred from going to the Hindoo 
or Hottentot, do not think you are ex­
cused from being a missionary. To 
live the life of a Christian, and not be 
a missionary to some extent, is impos­
sible.

A metropolitan journal, remarking 
on the increased observance of Lent
in „
twenty-five years, speaks of it as an 
institution which has “great attractions 
for fashionable people,” and which 
produces “ an excellent sanitary 
effect,’’ and gives the “ body a chance 
of periodical rest.”

“ The richest man in New York 
died yesterday,” says the SprinqfieldJ 
Republican,*referring to the venerable 
Peter Cooper, “Not Gould or Van­
derbilt or any other of the money | 
grabbers, but a money giver instead, | 
who knew what the old English epi­
taph meant: ‘What I kept, that I 
lost. What I gave away that I had.

At a “Gospel Temperance Mis­
sion conducted in Manchester by 
Francis Murphy, the originator of this j 
widespread organization, pit dge-tak- 
ers are to have the option of donning 
either the ordinary ribbon, signifying 
total abstinence from alcoholic liquors, 
or a ribbon with a white line running 
up the centre of the blue to denote, in 
addition, abstinence from (or, in the 
case of females, opposition to) the 
use of tobacco and all other narcot-

houses, and where preachers is never 
seen, and I will show you a place 
where old hats air stuffed into broken 
windows, where the children sir dirty 
and ragged, where gates have no hing­
es, where the women are slipshod,and 
where maps of the devil’s wild land 
air painted on men’s shirt-bosoms with 
tobacco juice That’s what I’ll show 
you. Let us consider what the preach­
ers do for us before we aboose ’em.”

The fresh disclosures made in Mrs. 
Carlyle’s letters, just published, are 
painful. Neither Carlyle nor his dis­
appointed wife was happy. He was 
self indulgent and impatient, while he 
was instructing his generation in the 
true philosophy ! She was ambitious, 
jealous and querulous, while she look­
ed for what her philosopher could not 
or would not give her. Both of them 
talked and wrote roughly. Deep de­
votion and the true discipline of Christ 
would have made them happier and 
more helpful to each other. They 
mournfully exhibit the misery of mere 
intellectual ism—In Mrlksdut.

Dr. McKay, of Formosa, thus forc­
ibly expresses himself in a recent letter 
to a friend in Toronto : “Let cold- 
hearted professed Christians in Cana­
da tell me this work in Formosa is not 
of God. At Seritiam, when we observ­
ed thecommemoration of our Saviour’s 
dying love, fully 500 souls in and out-

_ _ __ ____ side the chapel either sat or stood with
New York"city during the past profound solemnity. What an out- 

* ■ burst of song when we closed by sing­
ing the Hundredth Psalm in Chinese ! 
I would not give it for all the jaunty, 
theatrical performances in some 
churches by ungodly men and women, 
though their voices should be sweet 
enough to charm the devil.”

Why do people, in many places, ab­
sent themselves from Missionary Meet­
ings? There are various reasons. 
Some dread the infliction. They fear, 
not without reason, having to sit a 
couple of hours listening to argAaenls 
(?) and appeals that Were worn thread- 
bare*twenty years ago ; and so stay 
away. It is not a craving for mere 
novelty ; it is a desire (often disap­
pointed) to hear the fact» of the work, 
rather than its philosophy. The friends 
of Missions want to hear what the 
Church is doing, rather than to be 
bombarded with reasons why some­
thing should be done.—Missionary 
Outlook.

The Church of England Temperance 
Chronicle gives the following paragraph 
which will be read with pleasure by 
temperance people. “The Queen, I 

lC8' am informed, is almost* total Abstain-
Connectionalism does not consist in ! er. Her usual tipple at dinner is half 

involving the whole of a vast Church- a tumbler of sherry and water, and on
state occasions she occasionally indulg 
es in half a glass of dry champagne. 
The members of the Royal household 
are equally abstemious, and it is the

s-s.-—- ______ usual custom for guests at her Majesty’s
regular Church authorities in the lo- table, Royal or otherwise, to drink 
calities directly interested, and leave ' nothing stronger or more heady than

organization in personal and local dift- 
culties. A Connexional paper is not 
therefore the best place for the discus­
sion and settlement of such questions. 
The better way is to refer them to the

are for matters of general 
utility. This is intended 
may concern. -Nashville

■our newspar 
interest ana 
for whom it 
Adc.

What did the Master mean when 
He saw the tax-gatherer, and said,

Come, follow me,” and when the 
other said, “Let me go and bury my 
father,” still “Come, follow me ? It 
didn’t matter the necessity nor the ex­
actness of the demand, it was “Come, 
follow me." Running through the 
studies and study, through office and 
mart, through legislative hall and the 
si reels, is still that cry, “Come,follow 
me.” I want not your “Amen, 1 
want not your substitute, I don t want 
....... per cent., I want you !—A-

uqua pvra. Things have changed 
since the days of Queen Victoria's 
august uncle, 1 Europe’s first gentle­
man.’ Smoking is strictly prohibited 
in all the Queen’s palaees.

your ten
uierican,

The Belfast Witness, taking the 
number of communicants in the Irish 
Presbyterian Church as 102,825, and 
the total amount contributed to the 
various Mission schemes by the whole 
Church as £11,075 8s. 4d., points out 
that the average amount given by each 
communicant for missions is about 
tic<> shillings and foiirpence per year. 
This is perhaps a little more than the 
average giving of communicants, be­
cause contributions are no doubt giv­
en by some who are not communi­
cants. But the fact remains that the 
average giving of the communicants 
is only about one half penny per week. 

There are few communicants

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION.
Doubtless our secular universities 

have a value of their own. It is not 
necessary to condemn them. But 
the Christian, and especially the Me­
thodist father should seriously consid­
er whether be can justify himself at the 
Master's bar if, instead of sending his 
son to a college in which the lad’s 
spiritual interests will be esteemed as 
his highest and best, be place him in 
one which will develop his intellect 
at the expense ot the spiritual side of 
his nature. And our church needs, 
for her own sake, as well ss in view of 
her duty to her eons and daughters, to 
take an ever-deepening interest in the 
welfare of her academic and collegiate 
institutions which are so necessary, not 
to the increase merely, but may we 
not thoughtfully add, to the mainte­
nance of her influence in this great 
and growing country. To give full ef­
fect to her spirituality, she must, in 
this age of increasing intelligence and 
refinement, reinforce it by adding 
largely to her intellectual culture and 
strength.

Thirty-seven years ago the great 
and good Dr. Olin affirmed that if 
every Methodist father would conse­
crate one educated son to the service 
of God and hie country, in ten years 
the moral and intellectual power of 
the church would be quadrupled ; that 
she would fill her proper place in the 
great business of public instruction ; 
that her voice would be heard in high 
places where the right» and wrongs of 
men are matters of debate ; that she 
would have her equitable share of the 
strong positions of human society, ahd 
that she would have a noble army of 
ministers and missionaries. Were 
not these rangn 
True, not ever 
then living did give • liberal educa­
tion to one son ; would that he had ! 
Yet many did. Whether ten year» 
after the great Doctor’s prophecy an 
intellectual and moral power had qua­
drupled it ie impossible to determine. 
But let those Methodists who were 
alive when he spoke compare the so­
cial position and power of their Church 
hroughout the country to-day with 

what it was then, and they will be as­
tonished, at the contrast. Then the 
number of our members in high places 
was relatively small, and our foreign 
missionaries few. To-day our laymen 
may be found in Congress, in State 
Legislatures, in the seats of justice, 
in responsible political offices, in uni­
versity chairs, and on editorial tri­
pods ; we have also an immense and 
noble army of ministers at home, and 
an effective band of missionaries in al­
most every part of the round world. 
Behold ! what hath God wrought ? 
And by whom has he wrought all 
this ? Inquire carefully, and it will 
be found that a very large proportion 
of this host of influential laymen and 
ministers was drawn from the sons 
whose fathers consecrated them to the 
go jd of society, by faith in Christ and 
by a more or less liberal education.

If to-day the tens ot thousands of 
Methodist fathers would as Dr. Olin 
suggested, consecrate one converted 
son to the good of society, by giving 
him an education in one of our 
Church universities, what vast acces­
sions would be made to our Church 
power during the next decade ! What 
blessed results to the country, to re­
ligion, to humanity would follow ! 
What elevation would be given “ to 

I the tone of thought and feeling and 
hope throughout all the families of 
our Israel !”—N. Y. Christian Advo­
cate.
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day of progress.

is coming on fast. I have one more 
journey to the end of the circuit to 
make, and then, all being well, 1 shall 
have a month’s change at Darjeeling, 
which I shall enjoy, as I feel tired 
and done up.—Her. J. A. Macdonald 
in London Meth.

EASTERN WORK.

four of us remain in the Ben­
gali eirk ; but we have now a Ben­
gali ■lister on trial. We sent out 
two ganger lade with a small tent to 

or fair, where for fifteen 
moceasion thousands will be 

together. 1 think we are 
to a turn in this village work, 

got to Sasun we were very 
twelve miles across hot pad- 

dy-i+fc is trying. The village school 
away under the shade of 

_ Our new friends took
me ieie a little mud chamber, where 
thara egs a bed, .and brought milk, 

and sugar in cakes. In 
that Hie room I had a refreshing 

It ia the first time that such 
I bean shown in Bengal ;

THISK IT OVER.

The remains of Archbishop Hughes, 
of New York, have been removed __
from the grounds of the <>1<L eathedra! „ j u added< « that they might
tsthecTpt •>< "•» much to mirnurnBefore the coffin was taken up pray- ™ *
-era were said for the repose of his soul, Hone. ^

“What is the cost of sustaining a 
missionary at one of your stations ( 
was the inquiry which followed the 
check of a business min for a generous 
sum. The question opened a corres­
pondence upon the theme of mission­
ary substitutes. Results ? He adopt­
ed a faithful missionary to represent 

™ \ him in evangelizing a great people. A 
man to be envied is he. But why 
peculiar i He is not so in wealth.

where we peraofled till we ooold preach 
no more for weariness. 1 had to hold 
in, lor I got a pain in my cheat with 
trying to make the crowds hear. But 
ttoe people at Sason itself seem very 
much drawn to us. All the boys 
flocked round to finger Sahib’s topee, 
and get a eight of his watch. We 
made friends at once, and all the time 
after, the tent doors were blocked up 
by rows of curious faces. Even get­
ting into bed at night I was not sure 
that some face was not thrust through 
the canvas on one side or another, to 
observe the curious proceedings of Sa­
hib. The chief man of this village is 
called the Kazi Saheb. The Kazis 
were the judges in Mohamedan 
times. This Kazi seems to be much 
respected, and he has a school of 75 
boys. He employs an old Guru to 
teach them. He heard preaching 
same years ago at a Mela. Once or 
twice he came to see me at Gouripur, 
but I was away at these times. How­
ever, to cut s long story short, he 
came back with us, and was baptized 
at Dum-Dum the Thursday before 
last. It was an impressive service,and 
the Kazi was much cheered by the re­
ception he got. The most curious 

1 feature of the case is that he has two 
wives, and of course he will have to 
give up one, which 1 tell him should 

| be the second one. He thought that 
his becoming a Christian would settle 
this difficulty, but to his surprise,both 
wives wish to follow him. He offers 

1 to build us a little house, that we may 
visit Sason and preach, if we will give 
Rs 20 (£2) to the undertaking. Sev 
eral of the villagers will give their 

, help and labor, so for this small sum 
he thinks the thing can be done. Two 
of the Saaonitee have called on us at 
Gouripur. They evidently regard us 
as friends. One stayed all night and 
ate with our men, which is going a 
long way for a Mahomedan. l‘ray 
that we may have still further success 
at Sason.

We have nearly two hundred boys 
being taught the Bible, and by the 
conversion of Kazi our say ii [tartly 
opened to about two hundred and fif­
ty more. | It is just about a year since 
1 pitched my tent in this spot, which 
is now the Gouripur Mission House. 
We have already had tokens for good. 
With prayer and labor, what may we i 
nut see in another year 1 The hot weather

“ WRITTEN AGAIN."

Jesus Christ said, in answer to the 
Devil's quotation of Scripture : “ It
is written What is the meaning
of that # It is that the Bible ie not 
made to be of one text ; the meaning 
ie that you must compare Scripture 
with Scripture. It ie possible to fasten 
the mind upon one single line, eo ae 
to mise the meaning of the whole re­
velation of the Bible. We have to 
compare spiritual things with spiritual 
—it is written here, and it is written 
there, and the two writings must be 
brought together in intelligent, critical 
and spiritual comparison. It is writ - 
ten and it is written again, and the one 
passage must be read in the light of 
the other. You must have the whole 
Bible and not an isolated text to rest 
upon. There is a biblical spirit ae well 
as a biblical letter. Ie it not possible 
that some of us have fixed our minds 
upon some one passage of Scripture 
that ie really torturing us with agony 
we dare not explain to our chosen 
minister ? Whereas, if it could be 
pointed out, he might be able to say 
to us, “ It is so written there, but it 
ia written again,” and thue the light 
might come and all the joy of liberty. 
If there is any man here whose soul 
ie afflicted by one special peerage of 
Scripture, and I can be of any service 
in showing him other writings which 
illuminate it, it will be the joy of my 
life to be of that service to any soul 
bemad dew» by such distress—De. 
Joseph Parker.

generally a strong undercurrent of 
egotism. What I (bigI) do not know, 
is unknowable -what I do not under­
stand, ia incomprehensible. Little 
folks, old men, eilly women, snd 
negroes can run in old grooves, but I 
have found a new, higher, and more 
philosophical way. Big talk, this. 
“ Dr. Clark and I differ." Indeed ! 
“ I do not agree with Weeley.” Is 
that so Î What do* Weeley care ? “ l 
am opposed to Stan dard a” Certainly. 
“ I am in favor of freedom of thought.” 
Yes, yee ; particularly <>f infidel 
thou,hi. It ie wonderful bow freedom 
of thought and looseness of morale 
meet in the same men. I don't know 
exactly why it is ai, but I have observ­
ed this fact among preachers as well sa 
among laymen. These young fellow» 
do not knbw much about Wesley and 
Clark. They differ to look smart — to 
exalt themselves at the expense of 
dead heroes. Not much chivalry in 
this ; no good sense, and not a part­
icle of religion. Methodist preachers 
should stick to Methodist books—the 
standard works—and then think foe 
themselves in the fear and love of God. 
Not much trouble of this sort, but it 
crops out now and then. It would, at 
times, be amuaing, if it were not eo 
serious and painful.— Gilderoy, •* 
Richmond Adv.

NOT FIT TO COME-

A CLOSE ARGUMENT.
“ Do you not believe,” said a father 

to his patriotic son, “ that the preach­
ing of divine truth is the main safe­
guard of your country ?’’

“ I do," was the reply.
“ Why then, do you not attempt to 

save your country in this way ?”
“ Because I am not pious."
“ But you ought to be pious.”
“ I know that, but I am not and 

while 1 am not, I ought not to enter a 
theological school.”

“ What profession, then, will you 
enter ?"

“ That of the law. ”
“ But you have no right to study 

law while you are not "pious.”
“ That of medicine, then.”
“ But you have no right to study 

medicine while you are not pious.
“Then I will be a merchant.”
“ But you have no right to be a 

merchant, nor a mechanic, nor a farm­
er, while you are not pious.”

“ What then, shall I do ?"
“ You have no right to do anything 

while you aiy not ptou^
“ Then I will do nothing. ’
“ But you have no right to do noth­

ing while you are not pious. Except 
a man be born again, he is not author­
ized to take one step in any direction, 
nor on any spot is he authorized to 
stand still. You must be born again."

“ DON’T
I

AGREE WITH 
LEY."

WES.

Our people need sound doctrine now 
as much as they ever did—-not contro­
versy, but solid gospel truth. The 
distinctive doctrines of jur Methodism 
are not enunciated with the clearness 
and force they once were—are not by 
some preachers. Some preachers do 
riot know, do not understand, Metho­
dist doctrine. Some preachers are 
generally in trouble—don t know what 
they are - have doubts- are not in 
agreement with Methodists nor, for 
the matter of that, with any body. 
They claim extra sense—extra logical 
powers—extra philosophical insight. 
«Other people are fools—they are Solo­
mons, every one of them. And so it 

and has been, and will be. Under­
neath infidelity and doubt there is

The awakened «inner, who has » 
knowledge of the Gospel, knows that 
Christ only can rave him. He know» 
that he cannot atone for hie prat aine, 
nor work out for himself a righteous­
ness for the future. He knows that 
he must receive pardon, salvation at 
the hands of Christ.

When Christ invitee him to come 
and receive pardon, he ie not reedy 
to go. Ask him why he do* not at 
once go as a loet, helpless sinner to 
receive pardon and eternal life, and 
he rays he has not feeling enough. 
He feels anxious, and desires pardon, 
but he does not feel that sharp dis­
tress bordering on frenzy, which he 
thinks is necessary to repentance 
and preparation for pardon. He con­
founds penitence with distress of 
mind. He is waiting for more feel­
ing. That he thinks, though he does 
not say so, will recommend him to the 
mercy of Christ. i

Another di>es not g| to Christ and 
receive pardon because he is such a 
great sinner. He is not mistaken in 
regard to the fact that he is a great 
sinner. No sinner ever estimated his 
sinfulness: All men are greater sin­
ners than they think they are.

But Christ’s offer of pardon is not 
limited to moderate sinners. He has 
saved and is willing to save the chief 
of sinners. No man who comes to 
him as a small sinner will be saved. 
No man who comes to him with an 
atonement for a part of his sins will 
be saved. He who comes to him as a 
penitent sinner, however great his 
sins, will be saved. Though his sins 
be as scarlet they shall be while as 
snow.

Another does not g > to Christ be 
cause he has not broken off from Ins 
sins. He has refrained from some 
open transgressions, and has tried to 
lead a new life ; but bis sms remain. 
He thinks he must not go to Christ 
till he has made himself better. Hence 
the delay.

Thus sinners do not go to Christ be­
cause they are not tit. Those who 
persevere in their purpose of becom­
ing fit never go. Those who become 
convinced of their folly and sin in 
making terms which Cnrist has not 
made, and who see that they must go 
to him just as they are, and rely upon 
his promise for pardon and deliver­
ance from sin, will be saved, or rather 
are saved. Or. -/. A Idea.

Let this be thy purpose, <> friend 
to observe the law of right and to do 
i:. Then the sunshine and the storm, 
the night and the 'lay, the heat and 
the Cold of life's diviplme will f- ster 
and mature the grain for garners in 
the sky.


