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‘%I?:u'::gzcﬂbcrl change their residence it

18 important that the old as well as the new ad-
dress be sent us.

LETTER OF REOCOMMENDATION,
\IVERSITY OF OTTAWA,
()tltjn:‘vln. lf}umdn. March 7th, 1900,
The Editor of THE CATHOLIC RECORD
London, Ont.: "

Dear Rir : For some time past I have read
your estimable paper, THE CATHOLIC RE
CORD, and congratulate you upon the man-
per in which it is published.

Its matter and t{rm are both good ; and a
truly Catholic spirit pervades the whole.

Therefore, with pl e, lcanr
it to the faithful. g

Blessing you, and wishing you success,

Believe me, to remain, g
Yours faithfully in Jesus Christ,
D, FALCONIO, Arch. of Larissa,
Apost, Deleg,
London, hutumuy, Sept. 29, 1900,
CATHOLIC PHYSICIANS IN THE
NORTH WEST.

The Northwest Review of Winnipeg,
Manitoba, states that there is a good
opening for a Catholic physicianin a
large Catholic settlement in the North-
West territory. Doatatls will be given
on application to that journal. An ad
eundem degree may be obtained from
Manitoba University by any physician
having the M. D degree from any
Canadian Ualversity, but for a licence
to practice the final year's examina-
tion of the Manitoba Medical College
must be passed.

The Raview complains that some of
the examiners have an anti-Catholic
blas and will endeavor to pluck any
Catholic candidate, Irish or French,
whose religion is suspected. The ex-
aminers have no right to question
candidates on their religion, and they
may be so informed politely if they
put qaestions on this subjsct ; but we
cannot approve of candidates equivo-
cating in regard to their religion. If
proofs are forthcoming of this tendency
on the part of any of the examiners,
the attentlon of ths Government
should bo called to this state of af
fairs, and we have no doubt the bigots
will be shelved.

A GREAT ORGAN.

The Catholics of Buffalo are highly
pleased at the prospect that St. Louis’
church of that city is to have a new
organ which excels anythiog which
has as yet been produced in the United
States, outside of New York city. The
new organ wiil be bulit in Buffalo by
Messrs. Howard and Son, who do
business in Waestfield, Mass.,, and
in Baffalo, N. Y. It 18 to
bs one of the attractive articles
exhibited at the Pan-American Expos-
ition in 1901, The Baffalo Ualon and
Times gives the following details re-
garding this beautiful work of art :

** Somse idea of the siza of the organ, and
the space required for its accommodation,
may be gained trom a glance at the following
figures : height from the flor, 40 feet ; front
floor line, or distance across front of the
organ, 5o 34 feet, depth to be allowed, 8
feet, There will be one 32 foot stop, nine
16 foot stops, twenty-eight 8 foot stops, eight
4 toot stops, besides the mixtures, 2 foot stops,
ote,, making a total of fifty-three complete
stops, twelve couplers, thirteen adjustable
combinations (these being a dacided novelty
in Buffalo, and attording organists almost
unlimited resources) five zaro pistons and
five pedal movements,”’

The four manuals are known as: [1] the
great organ, which will have fourteen stops;
[?] the swell organ, which will have fourteen
stops ; [ the choir organ, which will have
elaven stops ; and [1] the solo organ, which
will have four stops. Then there is the pedal
organ which will have ten stops.  All these
stops will be voiced to secure the most ad-
mirable results, Three different wind press
ures will be used, an important means of
securing artistic tone color. The action of
the organ is to be tubular pneumatic through-

out,

THE REV. FATHER OLEAR)

A movement {8 in progress to pre
sent a testimonial to the Rev. Father
O'Leary, the Catholic Chaplain to the
First, known as the Royal Canadian
Contingent which went to South Africa
to fight in the Transvaal war. The
Rev, Father's devotedness to his work,
his herolsm displayed on many battle-
fislds during the war, and his zoal in
attending to the sick and wounded in
the hospitais, have endsared him to all
the brave Canadian soldlers, whether
Catholic or Protestant, and as a mark
of the high esteem and admiration in
which he is held, the present movement
has been inaugurated, and the inten-
tlon is to make the testimonial a
national one.

Father O'Leary i8 one of the three
surviving sons of the late Mr. Maurice
O'Leary, one of Quebec's former most
respected cit'z ns, and one of the

founders of St. Patrick's church in
that city. He was born June 25th,
1850, and he 18 therefore now in the
fifty first year of his age. He wasor-
dained priest in 1576 by Archbishop,
afterwards Cardinal Taschereau, and
when selected to be chaplain to the
Canadian Contingent, he was doing
duty as chaplain to Belmont Asylum
at St. Foy, near Quebec, and was also
on the teaching staff of Laval Univer-

sity.

Father OLoary {8 recognized as a
most scholarly priest, a master of the
French and English languages, and of
Canadian history, and unexcelled in
character for amiability and sympathy
with suffering. We have no doubt
that the appeal for contributions to the
memorial, which is made by a com-
mittee consisting chiefly of Protestant
gentlemen, will meet with the hearty
response it deserves.

ITALY'S NEW KING,

It 18 confidently stated in well in-
formed circles that during the reign of
Victor Emmanuel III. the power be:
hind the throne will be the Queen-
Mother, Margherita. She was potent
with King Humberto, who nevertheless
on many occasions refused to adopt the
policy she suggested. Her son, the
new King, will be more pliant in her
hands. Margharita is piously inclined,
nevertheless she is haughty in her
royal position, and as the Pope is an
obstacle in the way of the occupation
of Rome by the King and Court she
detests the Pope regarded as a civil
ruler, and the present position of af-
fairs in Italy between the Church and
the State may not be improved under
the present regime. The refusal of
the Holy Father to approve of the
prayer which Margherita composed for
her murdered husband will not tend
to smooth matters. Yet we may hope
that these prognostications may not
prove to be correct, and that there
may be during the present reign a sat-
{sfactory arrangement whereby Rome
may again become the centre of an
independent State ruled by the Pope.

THE POPE AND THE LATE
KING OF ITALY.

The following offi:ial declaration of
the Holy See in regard to the atti-
tude taken in reference to the religious
funeral rites accordad to King Hum-
berto will refute the assertions of some
newspapers to the effect that the Holy
Father has departed from the usual
course of the Church prescribed under
similar circamstances. It will also
show that the Holy Father had no in-
tention of departing from his attitude
ag hitherto observed, or of giving up
his just claim to the independence of
the Holy See :

“ On account of the ecclesiastical funeral
honors rendered to the deceased King Hum
bert. and of a certain praver published on
bebaii of his soul, not a few persous in Italy
and many more abroad, have made com.
plaints against the ecclesiastical authority,
asif had in this matter dorogated from the
most holy laws of the Church,

** It is necessary to state that the ecclesias
tical authority m?uru(ed the funeral services
of the late King, not only in order to protest
against the execrable crime committed upon
his person, but also, and still more, by rea-
son of the personal condition of the deceased,
who, especially in the later period of his
lite, gave unquestionable tokens of religious
fesling, so much even as to state that he
wished to be reconciled with God through
the sacraments in the present Holy Year.

" This being so, it is to be presumed that
in the last moments of his life he would

have implored the infinite mercy of God,
and, that if he had opportunity, he would not
4‘|".\il' hesitated to reconcile himself with
vod,

‘"Anditis a law of the Church, declared
on more than one occasion by the Sacra
Penitenzieria, that in such cases consent
may be given for the ecclesiastical burial
oven of 4 parson to whom otherwise, regard
being had for the quality of the deceased,
external pomp nhnul(l not be accorded.

‘" Asto the noted prayer, composed in a
moment of supreme and comprehensible an-
guish, as it is not conformed to the rules of the
sacred liturgy it can not have been, and

hvu never been, approved by the Supreme
Ecclesiastical Authority,

AN HISTORICAL REMINIS-
CENCE.

From gso sturdily-Presbyterian a city
as Glasgow the news comes that the
Town Council and Bailies of the Bor
ough assisted in a body at the R:quiem
High Mass celebrated in the Catholic
Cathedral for the repose of the soul of
the late King of Italy.

The invitation was Issued by the
Cathedral authorities, and was taken
into consideration at a special meet-
ing of the Ballles (magistrates) called
for the purpose. Two ballies, Messrs.
John Ferguson and D. M. Stevenson,
espacially, urged that ‘‘it would be a
graceful manifestation of respect for a
friendly nation, and for the religious
opinions of thelr Roman Cathollc fel
low citizans to attend on the occasion,”
and though there were some expres-
slons of dissent, it was finally carried
by a decisive majority to bring the
matter before the Council, where the
lavitation was accepted by a unani-
mous vote.

About thirty members of the Town

. Councll and eight Bailles accordingly

proceeded to the Cathedral on the day
appointed, which was September 8:h,
and occupied the seats in front of the
high altar in St. Andrew’s Cathedral,
where the Mass was celebrated.

While being gratified at this mani-
festation of tolerance and good-will on
the part of the clvic authorities of the
ancient city, ‘‘the grey metropolis of
the north,” we cannot but be struck
with the great change which had taken
place in public opinion since John
Kuox was instrumental in establish-
ing Presbyterianism in Scotland. In
1550, just three and a half centuries
ago, Knox malntained publicly the
doctrine that ‘‘ the Mass is & supersti-
tious and idolatrous substitute for the
Sacrament of the Lord's supper,’” and
his ** vindication,” published in the
same year, maintains the same teach-
ing. It 1s evident, therefore, that
Scotland s moving forward rapidly in
the matter of religious toleration, inas-
much as in the first part of the present
century the doctrines of Kuox were
certainly held unchanged by the people
of Scotland in regard at least to this
point.

It was in 1637, however, that the
final stand against the introduction of
the English Book of Common Prayer
was made by the people of Scotland,
on the plea that it was merely a gar-
bled form of the Mass. It was in this
year that Charles I. endeavored to force
the Prayer Book upon Scotland in
order to obtain a degree of uniformity
in the religion of the two countries, and
the Prayer Book, which was for the
most part & transcript of that of Eng
land, witi some slight deviations in
the direction of the Roman Missal, was
introduced in the service in St. Giles '
Cathedral, Edinburgh. It was then
that Jenny Geddes gave the signal of
revolt by throwing the stool on which
she sat at the head of the Dean of
Edinburgh who was reading the book,
explaining at the same time : ‘* You
false loon, how dare you read the Mass
at my lug ¢"

The service was brought to a close
by the riot which ensued, and in the
next year the famous ‘'Covenant " was
adopted, which was prepared by
Alexander Henderson and Johnston of
Warrlston, and made the religious
Confession of the Scotch people *‘for the
defense of the true religion (as reformed
from Popery ) and the liberties and
laws of the kingdom."

Surely the change in the spirit of
Presbyterianism made manifest by the
recent action of the Glasgow Ballies
and Town Council will make John
Knox and Jane Geddes groan in their
graves !

A REFRESHING
ENCY.

Ardent Churchmen in the Arch-
diocese of York, England, are highly
pleased at the decleion of Mr. Cripps,
Q. C., the new Chancellor of York,
who has intimated to the clergy of the
diocese that henceforward no licenses
will be granted for the marriage of
any divorced person, the reason being
that, according to Canon Law, mar-
riage cannot be dissolved except by
death. High Churchmen are pleased
at this decision, but Low Churchmen
are correspondingly irritated.

The plea of the High Church people,
who declare that the new course
adopted will do no injustice to those
wishing to contract such marriages
before the civil officials, is very amus-
ing. They say that such persons are
able to marry only through a flagrant
violation of Church law, and are
therefore not entitled to claim as a
right the Church's benediction upon
such a marriage.

This plea implies that the divorced
people have the inherent right to get
married under the civil law, otherwise
it would be unnecessary to make any
apology to them to show that the
Church does not infringe upon that
right. It is admitted, therefore, that
the Church had no authority to inter-
fere to throw an obstacle in the way
of their exercising an inalienable
right, by forbidding such marriages.
The Church, therefore, has no power
to make laws upon the subjsct, and in
80 doing it assumes an authority
which no one is bound to obey.

Besides, the High Churchmen forget
that hitherto it has been acknow-
ledged that the civil power exercises
supreme control over the Church of
England, wherefore the Church has
no right to make laws at all, and thus
the command of Christ to ** hear the
Church " becomes nugatory ; and as a
matter of fact, in regard to divorced
persons, there have always been found
clergymen wlilling to marry them,
without any prohibition to do so em-
anating from the Blshops. Surely if
this was an unlawful procedure, the
watchmen on the walls of Jerusalem
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should have given warning for the
discontinuance of the practice.

The Church of England is founded
upon the doctrine of the lawfulness of
divorce, as it was established by
Henry VIIL for the express purpose
of enabling him to obtain a divorce
from Queen Catherine in the firsi
place, and afterwards as often as he
might think it proper to demand one.
Hence the new decislon completely
ignores the basis on which the begin-
ning of the Church rests ; and yet it
is proposed with charming inconsist-
eacy to extend the new Chancery
rule of the Archdiocese of York to
other dioceses in England.

The whole matter is a conglomera-
tion of incongruities, and it may well
be doubted whether the denial of the
‘‘ benediction of the Church " will be
esteemed a great loss by those who
contract marriage before the Regils
trar.

THE SCHOOL SITUATION IN
WINDSOR.

Our esteemed contemporary, the
Michigan Catholic of Detroit, has an
article in last week's issue under the
above heading which, though in some
respects correct, is in other ways
erroneous, and may thus give the
public a wrong conception of the
actual state of the school question in
the city of Windsor.

Oar contemporary is correct in say-
ing that :

* The schools of Windsor have been at-
tended by Catholics and Protestants alike,
under control of a single school board, and
with two of the schools assiguned to the use
of the Catholics, where religious instruction
18 given in connection with the ordinary
scholastic training.”

The next statement is erroneous,
which 18 to the effect that

* This peculiar condition grows out of
rights which the Roman Catholics of Canada
enjoyed under the old confederation, which
{igh}p became matters of constitutional
aw,

There i{s an error here in calling
the old union between the Provinces
of Canada, East and West (now Que-
bec and Oatarlo) a cunfederation. It
was a legislative union, not a confed-
eration, and it was under the form of
government that the right to Separate
schools was conceded to the Catholics
of Ontario, similar to those which the
Catholic majority in Canada East had
freely granted long before to the Pro-
testant minority there. We may add
that the Ontario law was passed by a
(Quebec majority.

These were the rights guaranteed to
be permanent under the British North
America Act of 1867 to Catholics in
Oatario, and Protestants in Quebec,
and which, in the words of our con-
temporary, ‘‘ became matters of con-
stitutional law."

Buat it is not our purpose here to
enter into any full discussion of these
constitutional guarantees. We in-
tend simply to deal with the situation
in Windsor, whick is the chiefl suijeci
of the Catholic's article, and we re-
serve some other remarks of our es-
teemed contemporary for future con-
sideration.

The condition in Windsor does not
grew out of the rights enjoyed by
Catholics under the Constitution, and
thisis precisely the reason why the
Right Reverend Bishop McEvay has
objected to its continuance, and re-
quired that a Separate School Board
of Trastees be legally organized,
which shall havo sole control of the
Catholic schools in that city, Then
these Catholic schools will come under
the clause of the British North Amer
ica Act, which guarantees that the
educational rights poseessed by min-
oritles at the time when the Confeder-
ation of Canada took place shall con-
tinue. The rights of Catholics in
Oatario, and of Protestants in Quebec,
come eqnally under this provision,
and the schools thus established have
the status of Public schoois, and are
entitled to share in appropriations
made by the Governments or the Muni-
cipal authorities for Public schools.
The supporters of the denominational
or Separate schools thus established
are exempt from payment of Public
school taxes, but are taxed for the
support of the schools of their choice,
just as the supporters of the Public are
for the support of the Public schools.

The arrangement existing in Wind-
sor was made by agreement between
Catholics and Protestants many years
ago, and stands not upon any legal
provision, but upon the good-will of
the people. It is tolerated by the Edu-
cation Dpartment, but it could be
overturned at the will of any ratepayer
who might go to the trouble of taking
the necessary legal steps to overthrow
ft. It 1is for this reason that the
Bishop of London insists that steps be
taken to establish Catholic Separate
schools in accordance with the law.

Here, it may be said, affd it has

been actually sald: ‘“ Why not leave

the existing plan untouched, so long
as it s not interfered with by rate-
payers desirous of creating mischief ?
It has been found to work satlsfactor-
{ly so far, and it may eo work for many
years to come without any mischievous
interference ?"

To this we answer that though there
has been no actual interference of this
kind, it {8 always a menace to the
plan that there is a possibility for such
interference.

It bas occurred in the past that a
wave of bigotry sweeps over the Prov-
ince of Ontario ; and Windsor itself
has not been altogether free from this
influence. For at least two years in
succession the influence of that intoler-
ant association known as the P, P. A,
80 far triumphed as to gain a certain
control in the Municipal Council ; and
there is no security that the like may
not occur again, Under such circum-
stances the school arrangement now
existing might easily be overthrown,
and it is, therefore, advisable that the
Catholic schools of the city be placed
on a legal footing which will put them
beyond their present precarlous con-
dition. The fact that there is at pres-
ent the most cordial feeling between
Catholics and Protestants in the city is
reason why the separation should take
place now, so that it may be done
amicably, rather than that it should
be deferred till it can take place only
amid discord. The educational inter-
ests of a thousand children are too im-
portant a matter to be left in the pre-
carious position we have here ex-
plained.

There 15 still auother cowsideration
which urges the importance of immedi-
ate action, or at least action at the
earliest possible moment.

The Catholics of the city of Windsor,
having hitherto been attached to the
Pablic echool, have by their taxation
contributed their leglitimate share
toward the erection of Public
school buildings and the purchase of
all the other school property, such
as school furniture and apparatus.

The equitable adjustment  of the
Catholic school claim on this score is a
problem of considerable difficulty ; and
in view of the fact that the School law
makes no provision for this adjustment,
it depends greatly upon the good-will
and kindly feeling of the Protestant
majority to make a fair division of the
school property. Every year during
which the present arrangement is con-
tinued will increase this diffi:ulty,
which must grow with the growth of
the city. It is, therefore, most import-
ant that the division be made by the
establishment of Separate schools be-
fore this difficulty becomes insuperable
owing to its magnitude.

The Catholics have at present a cer-
tain lien on the principal one of the two
schools, viz , St. Alphonsus’, now used
for the Catholic children, inasmucn as
the site was deeded for a Catholic
school. This fact faciliates an equit-
able arrangement now, but in the
course of years this lien will be but a
small fraction of the equitable claim of
the Catholics, and thus the difficulty of
adjunstment will be greatly increased.

We are pleased to be able to say that
at the present moment there is every
prospect that the Catholic Separate
schools will be started with the good-
will of the Protestants of Windsor, as
they understand the importance which
Catholics attach to the Catholic educa-
tion of their children, and they are
willing to make a satisfactory arrange-
ment in regard to school property.
The Catholics of the city are also pre-
pared to make the necessary change,
80 that there is every reason to believe
that the Separate schools will be in-
augurated under most auspiclous cir-
cumstances, and will from the begin-
ning be in a state of complete effic-
fency.

Our Datroit contemporary,in adai-
tion to the objection already refuted
above, suggests that the proposed
change may ‘‘be uneconomical as
well as inadvisable.”

We have already dealt with the ques-
tion of advisability. It remains for
us to say a word on that of economy,
It has been demonstrated by a careful
investigation into the financial fe-
ports of the Windsor schools, thatthe
Catholics have paid in taxes in the
past much more than has been expend-
ed for the conducting of their two
schools, 8o that the economical objec-
tion disappears at once. To this we
must add that throughout Ontario the
Catholic Separate schools are conduct-
ed more economically than the Pablic
schools ; yet they are kept in the high-
est: state of effiziency. There is no
reason why the same thing should not
happen in Windsor. For proof of our
statement we call in the testimony of
the annual reports of the Minister of
Education for Oatario. We take the

report for 1398 with statistics for 1597,

We find that the number of pupilg
attending the Public Schools of Ontario
during that year was 441,157, with ap
average attendance daily of 248 519
In the Catholic Separste schools the
total attendance was 41,620, with a
daily average of 24,996 The ex-
penditures for the year were respect-
ively, for the Public schools, $3,913.
501,48 ; for the Catholic schools, $302,.
169.41,

It is easily seen {om these figures
that in the Pablic schools the cost of
teaching 100 pupils was #387, and in
the Separate schools 726,

The average attendance at the Cath-
olic Saparate schools gave a consider-
ably higher percentage than at the
Pablic schools, theee percentages be-
ing respectively 60 and 56. If the
daily attendance be taken as the stand-
ard for comparative cost the result on
the score of economy, in proportion to
work actually done, 18 still more favor-
able to the Catholic schools, for we
have the cost per annum for each 100
pupils attending daily in the Public
Schools, £1574.55, and in the Catholic
Separate Schools $1209. We thus see
that both on the score of economy and
regular attendance at school, the Cath-
olic Ssparate schools have a most de-
cided advantage.

The Michigan Catholic then says :

‘“We do not mnotice that the demand for
separation exists in any other part of Canada
to-day, where the schools are not yet separ-
ated. It would seem, with all regard for
his Lordehip of London, that the Canadian
Church would have an advantage were it to
handle such questions with uniformity
throughout the jurisdiction, as is practically
done in this country. Then locality and
parochialism would not dictate far-reaching

iicies, liewever, we have no doubt that

r. McEvay has some excellent reasons for
his present requirements with regard to
Windsor.”

We would inform our well - inten-
tioned contemporary that he i{s mis
taken in regard to the demand for
Separate schools. It is not the prac-
tice to establish Separate echools in
localities until it has been ascertained
that the Catholics of the localities are
able to maintain them. Yet from
1867 to 1897 the number of Separate
schools in Ontario has increased from
161 to 340, and during the past year
Catholic Separate schools have been es-
tablished in several sections, which we
do not indicate because the full official
returns have not been published.

It is the wish of Catholics throughout
the Province to have Saparate echools
which are truly Catholic, and they are
established wherever it is deemed pru-
dent to do 8o, as the necessity arises,
and the Catholics feel themselves able
to maintain those schools.

We are not surprised that our Amer-
ican neighbors are so much struck
with admiration at the system in
vogue in Windsor that they imagine
it to be the ideal of a Catholic school
system ; for they know that they them-
selves, being obliged to pay for two
sats of schocls, would he much relieved
if they could have even the privilege
of the Windsor plan. But we Cath-
olics of Canada, not belng obliged to
support two sets of schools if we wish
to give our children religious instruc-
tion, have greater freedom of educa-
tion than is possessed in that land of
liberty, and the Windsor plan, as we
have explained, falls far short of our
ideal.

A MARVELOUS CONVERSION.

God not unfrequently employs means
to effsct His ends, which, humanly
speaking, appear totally inadequate.
A striking instance of this is found in
the following brief narrative :

In the early forties, a young couple,
fresh from one of the New England
States, chanced to locate in a certain
Western city.

They were plain, ordinary people,
the husband a common mechanic some-
what illiterate, and both profoundly
hostile to the Catholic religion. In-
deed, to their minds, the latter was
simply an abomination, the very per-
sonification of evil. Shortly after
their arrival the Know Nothing crazs
broke out, and the young mechanic is
credited with quite an active part in
that infamous and thoroughly un-
American conspiracy. At any rate,
it 18 certain that his animosity against
‘* Popery " was such as to verge close-
1¥ on the diabolical. Nor was the wife
a whit behind her husband in her de-
testation of Rome.

One day, on his return from work,
our mechanic chanced to spy a small
book, all tattered and solled, lying in
the gutter. Curlosity impelling him
to fish it out, he quickly discovered
that it was a Catholic catechism which
very probably some child had dropped.
His first impulse was to toss it back
into the gutter, but on second thought
he thrust it into his pocket, intending
doubtless to show it to his wife asa
curiosity. When supper was over,
he drew]the little bock from his pocket
and carelessly threw ;it towards his
wife, remarking that there was some
d—d Popish nonsence. The book lay
quite unaoticed on the floor until the
following morning. The next day
when the usual household duties were
ended, the young wife's eye happened

to fall upon the forlorn looking cate-

.chism atill lying where her husband
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kad to contempiuously thrown i
Gingerly picking it up, she at fir
merely glanced at the opening pag
‘Then she began to read, and as sl
read her {interest {increased. TI
greater part of the morning was th
spent, and when the husband returne
to dinner she carefully laid the litt
volumes away, resuming its perue
a8 soon as she again found herself
leisure.

No sooner had she finished readir
it, than a strange fascination induc
her to read it again and again, ea
time apparently finding somethir
new in its pages, and finally complet
ly captivated with the clear and log
cal order in which Cathollc truths we
set forth. The contrast, too, betwee
what she had always heard of ti
Catholic religion and what she fou:
80 lucidly presented in the little cat
chiem, occasioned her the utmost su
prise. She began to reflect, and t
longer her mind dwelt on the subjec
the more forcibly was she convince
not only of the truth, but likewise
the beauty and consoling nature of t
Church's doctrine.

Weeks passed of earnest meditati
on the same all-absorbing matter.
length, at the end of thres montk
feeiing that she could no longer resi
what no doubt were simply t
promptings of Grace, she determin
to go in search of a Catholic prie
who she felt might still further e
lighten her troubled mind. Here,
aimost insuperable difficulty present
itself. She had never met or convers
with a priest. Neither had she t
slightest idea of the whereabouts
one, or even of a Catholic churc
Her few acquaintances were all P
testants She had never even ge
anyone who professed the Catholic r
ligion.

Completely bewildered, and abs
lutely not knowing in what directi
to direct her steps, she nevertheless ¢
cided to set cut in what certair
seemed a hopeless quest. Wanderi
at random through the city, she at I
came to a building on whose sumn
gieamed a large cross, and thinki
thet here might possibly be the obj
of hersearch, she entered the door whf
stcod invitingly open, only to find t
edifize deserted. Wandering aimle
ly through the sacred precincts, a
not findipg a soul from whom ¢
might obtain the desired informatic
she was upou the point of returni
home. Just then,someone, who prov
to be the sexton,unexpectedly enter
Noticing that the poor woman was e
dently at a loss, the latter approach
her and courteously inquired her bu
ness.

Replying that she wished to see
priest, the sexton directed her to
adjacent building, instructing her
ring the bell and state that she desi:
4o see one of the Fa‘hers,

This she did, and after a brief del
found herself for the first time in I
lifein the presence of a Catholic prie
In the kindest possible manner t
latter soon drew from her the object
her visit. At first somewhat emb
rassed by the novelty of the situati
she quickly recovered her composu
and reassured by the frank and ger
inely sympathetic interest manifes
she briefly related the extraordins
circumstances that had led to |
change of heart, and her comsequ:
earnest desire to acquaint herself m
fully with the teachings of a relig
whose evident truth had appealed
girangely to her heart and intelle
The outcome of the interview was t|
as often as opportunities cffered,
was to present herself for instructi
and after a few kind words of enco
agement on the priest's part, she
turned to her humble home, her he
filled with a joy never befors expe
enced, and her mind more than e
determined to embrace the Cathe
faith

When at last she was thoroug
grounded in the doctrines of H
Church, she was happily recelved i
the fold and soon after madse her f
Communion. All this occurred wi
out the knowledge of her husband ;
deed, without the slightest suspic
on his part of the momentous char
in his wife's sentiments. Meanwh
a babe had come to bless their uni
whom the now Catholic mother, as s
as she could conveniently do so, }
sented at the Sacred Font of Bapti

On the occasion just referred to, h
ever, it happened that a Protest
neighbor had noticed her entering
church. Of this her husband wasd
informed, and the effect on his bigc
and ignorant mind may easily be
agined. He raged and stormed li}
veritable fiend ; and on ascertain
the further fact that his wife, too,
been baptized a Catholic, he grew f
ly beside himself with fury. He e
went so far as to take the child, a g
from the mother, sending it tos
Protestant relatives in New Engls
She, at least, he profanely decls
should never grow up to be an accu
Papist. This was probably the
severest test, outraging, as it did,
tenderest maternal instincts, to wl
the constancy of the recent con
could possibly be subjected.

Yet she bore it and the abus
which one was the dally object wi
patience hardly equaled by the mar
of old.

The direst penalties were
threatened in case she dared agal
enter a Catholic church. Nor was
inhuman conduct of her husban
mere outburst of passion. It contir
steadily, growing worse indeed f
day to day. Finally, after month
such experlence, when it seemed
endurance had reached the breal
point, the thought occurred to the |
woman of seeking a separation. 1
however, her confessor, whom in ¢
of all restrictions, she still manage
gee occasionally strenuously oppc

His constant advice was to beat




