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g THE CHURCH ETERNAL.

gabject of Cardinal Gibbaons' New-Year
Sermon.

In accordance with his custom of
preaching on the first Sunday of the
vear, Cardinal Gibbons spoke on New
Jear's Day at the late Mass at the
Cathedral upon the subject, ** The In
Jestructibility of the Church.”

His Eminence, in beginning his ser-
mon, alluded to the mnew year as
follows: **The annual recurrence of
+he new year forcibly reminds us of
the changes and revclutions wrought
by the ravages of time. Looking be-
fore me to-day, I see that the old con
gregation is being gradually sup
planted by new members and the
older clergy who have passed away are
succeeded by younger ard more vigor
ous laborers in the Lord’s vine-yard.
Archbishops, of course, are no excep-
tion to this universal law of nature,
and, like many others, I am falling
into the ‘sear and yellow leaf.’ But,
:hanks to God, we are all cheered by
the salutary reflection that we are
moving toward a new state of existence
where there is joy unfading and life

the decay of them all and chant their
requiem. She was more than fourteen
centuries old when Columbus discov-
ered the continent of America, and
she lives to day to see all the vast pos-
segsion of the Western Hemisphere
paes from the hacds of her ancient rul-
ers, The formation of our own Repub-
lic is but yesterday to her.

«She hus seen monarchies changed
into Republics and Republics consoli-
dated into Empires. All this she has
seen while her own divine constitution
remains unchanged and as firm as the
rock on which she is founded. Of her
we can truly say in the words of Psalm-
ist, * They shall perish, but thou re-
mainest and all of them shall grow old
as a garment, And as & vesture Thou
shall change them and they shall be
changed. But thou art always the
self-same and thy years shall not fail :
the children of thy servants shall con-
tinue, and their seed shall be directed
forever.’

¢« God forbid that we should ascribe
to any human cause the marvelous
survival of the Cathclic Church. Her
indestructibility is not due, as some
suppose, to her wonderful organization

imperishable.

« But there is one institution on
rth which is proof against the vicis
situdes of time and that is Christ,
which you have the happiness of pro-
sagsing. The same sacraments you
receive your forefathers received he
‘ore you, and the same Gospel of peace
and love which your forefathers
listened to in their day is preached to
vou from January to December.
‘ Jesus Christ, yesterday and today
and the same forever.’ So we can
apply the words spoken of Him in to-
iay’s eplstle, where it is said: ‘There
shall perish, but thou remainest ; all
of them shall grow old as a garment,
snd as a vesture thou shall change
+hem and they shall be changed, but
thou art always the self same and thy
voars shall not fail,’

* The indestructability and vitality
of the Uatholic Church is a puenoimer
truly marvelous and well celculated
tn excite the admiration of every re

acting mind, especially when we con-
ider the nunber and variety and the
formidable power of the enemies that
~ave been leagued against her from

r very birth to the present time,.

i

or to the far-reaching policy of her
pontiffs, or to the learning and wigdom
of her prelates, 1f she has survived,
it is no: because of human wisdom, but
cftan in spite of human folly. Her
permaneucy is due mnot to the arm of
the clerk, but to the finger of God.

“ ¢Not to us, O Lord, not to us, but
to Thy vame, give glory.' "— Baltimore
Mirror.

——— O

CATHOLICITY NEVER A "STATE
CHURCH.

What is called a ** State Church " is
a sect which is & bureau of the State,
like the Russian Schism in Russia, the
Greek Schism in Greece, the Presby
terian sect in Scotland, Protestant-
Episcopalianism in Englaud, and var-
fous kinds of Lutheranianism in the
Seandipavian and North German coun

tries, The Catholic Church can never
be & State church, because it is the
world-wide Kingdom for God, by

whose laws all States, as well as all in-
dividuale, are in duty bound to be
guided.

The Church has always shown her
gell willing to make large concessions
in purely administrative matters to

8

som the day of Pentecost when she
wac ushered into the world until the
ictory achieved by Constantine the
sreat over Maxentius, at the Milvian
Bridge, near Rome, the Church px 3ad
through a series of ten
mparalleled for atr 7 in the annals
¢ the world. Ivery epecies of torture
malice could i{nvent 3 resorted
‘o that every vestige of Christianity
\izht be obliterated from the face ol
‘he earth. ‘¢ Christianos ad leones
‘The Christiaus to the lions’ was the
sopular war ery among the pagan pop
lace of Rome.

‘t For taree centuries the Christians |

were obliged to worship God in the
v of their chambers or in the
\bs of Rome, which are still
served to attest the faith and fortd
ude of the martyrs. And yet pagan
ome, before whose armies the might-
ost nations quailed, was unable to
-rush the infant church or arrest her
progress. In a few years we find the
Sead of the Catholic Church dispensing

:0 Christendom in the very capitol from | taee provided that our Government

which the Imperiai Casars had fulmin
ated their edicts against Christianity.
 For nine centurles, from the sev

At last the final issue arcse when it
was to be decided once and for all
or
des-
At
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whether Christian civilization
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:inies of Burope and the world.
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16 Church has geen the bi

vory government in Europe, and
ot at all improbable that she shall see

persecutious |

to the sixteenth centuries,
i 5 T to be al
standing menace to Christendom.

well disposed governments, and some
times, as in Spain and somo of the
| Hispano -American republics, she has
| gone, under compulsion, to the very
t last extrems of concession which is pos-
gible without a betrayal of the sacred
| trust imposed upon her by her Divire
Founder. In such cases the Church is
{ often called a State Church, but impro-
{ perly.
| Such subjection to the State is alway3
| iamentable, as it is a step in the direc-
iiiﬁn of the Cesaro papism which has
|
l
|

always been the Church’s worst
Nothing could be more
than to suppose that the
| Holy Roman See can object to the

| cescation of State control which has
taken place in our newly - acquired

sessions, The Churches of the
Autilles and Philippines, which have
been heretofore controlled by the Span
ish government, will hereafter be ruled
without interference, like the Ameri
can Church, by the Pope.

This will beto their great advan

does not show partiality to Protestant
{sm or interfers in any way with the

religious liberty of the island Catho-

lics. —Church I’rogress.
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A PRETENDED MIRACLE

H. Holden,

Wa confess that our belief in mirac-
ulous cures would be as weak as water
if all cases were like that of Rev. C.
a minister of Datroit.
Four months ago Brother Holden was
thrown from his bicycle, and sustained
an injury to his hip, so severe that he

Upon th
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A REMARKABLE RECORD‘ of Spend vus grounded ll)l“ s beauty of | enthusiastically approvt d
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who was elected third in the list ol twenty from the living sou s of Cathol " h t gifted ar
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TO ALICE,

Around thee shadows mect
And grief clouds vell the dawn
Of hopes that might have shoue,

Sad hearty

fo ealm thy troubled beal,

yersmiling sweet relief
Still glows one
Bright with a sister’s love,

A above,

Sad heart,

84
he

he

art,
bitter sweet.

To cheer thy might of grief.

Then fear no cross you meet,
Alie's kiss
lips can't miss,

Should every friend you know
In one bricf moment fleey
Tnen would her love for thee,

Sad neart,

Timothy Bleakncart,
St. Stephen, N, B.

it of

Gleam witha warmer glow.

So trust a little while,
Love on alittle yet,
For she will not forget,
ad heart,
To feed thee with her sniile.
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O:n Monday, 8th inst, in his sixty-eighth
an old and mucn-respected resident of
township calmly
down the burden of Jife,

cfully laid

and passed Lo his re

Wexford
Ireland, settled in this country many
wrs ago, and by careful indu
L leaves his family in very com-
msLances, t
HWn
+ all the

y and integ

tha
, some three

ind children,
happy
w Year's chimes

ELCQUENCE AND MUSICAL HAR-
MONY.

The leeture and musical entertainment an
nounced by the St Mary's branch of vhe Cath

olic Truth Society in St. Andrew's hall, on
Monday eveaing, 9th inst., was an ungu WVified
gueee here was a large and brilliant audi
enee id o representative atic ndance ot the

laymen of the
Hearn,

ind leading Catholic
Mr. K. J.

clergy
on the platform.

iy
barrister

president of the branch, was chairman. ‘The
following leaders in the musical eircles con
tributed to the entertainment Murs, J. 1)
Warde, Miss K. C iss Cottam, Mrs
Melherson, Mrs. fvan and Mr. M
Pherson. The cha iroduced the Jec
turer of the evenin I'homas O'Hagan,
LL. D, ina complimentary speech, The sub
ject of the lecture was * ‘he Cathollc Kie
ment injlnglish Literature, In theintroduc
ory remarks e O'Hagan puid 1
tribute to the Catholic ‘T'ruth  Society in
Toronto and wished it further success and
wter fume,  He brietly outlined the develop

ent of ancient literature and sketched 1t
fluence upon the English.  He took up the
Catholic eclement in the growing « ulture of the
nielish ot Chaucer’s time, He referred to the

in

wie of the poet towards the re wular clergy

one hand and the secular priests on Lh

r, prawsing his sympathy with the latler,

His eriticism of the poets of the iz abethan
period was  scholarly wnd  full of inter

He contended for the of the Catholie
elemen akespeare and Spencer, all hough
conee al 1l 1e quite impos to claim
for any Church His appreci

presence

and the speaker was « heered
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Wo Giive Boys' and Girls' Hockey Skafes Freo
1f you waut a pair of our niee, new, clegant
or Hockey Skates serd us your name and
address, and we will forward you 15 of our
new Charts on * The Lite avd Times of Glad-

stone ' which are 15x18 tneches and sell regu-
larly for £1,00 encu.  They are new and quick
sellers. Everybody buysone, All your (riends
will be pleased to give you lle, for one Nev-
or saw & boy or girl yetr thut could not sell
them at 10e. each, heturn us the mouney and
we send you the Skates, No ie. A fair,
honest ofler (o girls ¢ ¥he

When sending your name

‘

“"0“‘1'“ enclose 10¢. for postage and
we nd vou one extra, which you sell and
got ye We send you 16 you pay
\ swell pair of the Latest

HOOKIEY SKATES I Write
pou't put it otl, Mention this paper.

THE GLADSTONE PUBLISHING CO.
ToronTo ONT,
FREE! FREE! FREE!

INDIAN MISSIONS.

to day.

ARCHDIOUKE OF ST. BONIFACE
MAN.

ll‘ HAS BICOME A NECESSII ro

appeal to the gencrosity oi ( olies

throughout Canada for the maintenance and

development of our Indian Mission, The re-

sources formerly at our command havein preat
part failed us, and the necessity ol vigorous
policy nnposes itselt at the present moment,
owing to the good dispositions ot m 4t of the
pagan Indians and to the live competition we
have to me the part of the sects Per
sons heeding this call may communicate with
the Archbishop ot St. Bouitace, or with the
undersigned who bas been spe cially charged
with the promotion of this work
Our Missions may be assisted in the following
mauner
1. Yearly subscriptions, ranging from &) to
9. Legacies by testament [(payable to the
Archbishop of ~t. Boniface)
.. Clothing. new or second hand, material
for clothing, for uge in the Indian schools
1. Promise to clothe a child, either by fur-
pishing material. or by paying =1 & month in
case of a girl, §1.50 in case of a boy
Devoting one's self to the education of
Iudian children by accepting the charge of
day schools on Indian Reserves—asmall salary
attached.
. Kntering a Religious Order of men or
women specially devoted to work among the
Indians : e g (for North-Western Canada) the
Oblate Wathers, the Grey Nuns of Montreal,
the Franciscan Nuns (Quebdec) ete.
Donationgeither in money or clothing
be addressed to His Grace Archbishop
vin, D. D., St. Boniface, Man., or to
Cahill, 0. M, 1,, Rat Portage, Ont.
C. Cahill, O. M, T
Indian Missionary.
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“Thoughts on the Third and Fourth Command-
ments 3 Rev. Ferreol Girardey, C. 88.,
2. (Prose). With 2 Illustrations.
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holland. Illustrated.

« penance, The Key to Heaven " a Story of

the Shrine of Our lLady of Montserrat.

Adapted by Kev. Daniel Murray. Illus-
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- * Donatient By Rene Bazin, Btory.
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Illustrated.

Full Page [llustration
Blessed Virgin,
List of common English Christian names, with

signification and name days
Besides other illustrated articles. it also given
aome of the notable events of 1be year 1897 18K,

“The Crowning of the




