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HENRY BLACKSTONE

Saviez-vous qu’un des tils de William Blackstone, le célè
bre commentateur des lois d Angleterre, dormait son der
nier sommeil dans un des cimetières do la vieille cité de 
Champlain ?

C est en 1797, a l’âge de 34 ans, que ce fils de famille vint 
s’échouer sur nos bords. Le 2 novembre de cotte année, il 
remplaçait comme contrôleur des douanes, à Saint-Jean, 
William Lindsay promu collecteur au même port.

Le la novembre 1799, il devenait shérif de Trois-Rivières, 
en remplacement de An toi ne-Isidore Badeaux.

Mais il ne garda pas cette position bien longtemps. En 
1805, certains contribuables de Trois-Rivières informèrent 
l’administrateur du Canada, sir Robert-Shores Milnes, que le 
shérif Blackstone avait commis de graves irrégularités.Milnes 
soumit toute l’affaire à son Conseil. Celui-ci enquêta et, en 
mai 1805, il présentait à l’administrateur un long rapport 
dont les eonclusions se lisaient comme suit :

“ That upon the whole matter before them, they after a 
careful examination of the various documents and a mature 
consideration of the evidence produced on both sides, the 
Committee are humbly of opinion that the evidence in 
support of the charges against the sheriff of Throe Rivers 
does not form a sufficient ground for removing him from 
his office or render it advisable for the public service that 
another sheriIf should be appointed in his room, but the 
Committee deeply impressed with the necessity that the 
public confidence in an officer of so great trust as that 
the sheritf of that district should be entire, humbly submit 
to Your Excellency as their opinion that the immediate 
payment of all public moneys in his hands should be made 
an indispensable condition before Mr Blackstone be again 
permitted to exercise soleby the duties and trusts of his 
office, and that he should only be allowed to exercise the
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