1360

Coup
am
Y ork
| of
at 1
- but
gone
will
it
L his
n by
n o
for
er is
0 a
com-
» he
th a
ence.
Lruct
om T
now
one
es of
sand
Al
but
[ }I\‘t
e a
ome-
shall
50 as
se of
t he
\\'ill(
they
ward

-

n.

1ews-
rma-
1at a
year
s and
rm.”’
ns of
it is
roll
will

from
char-
ment
bsurd
urse,
.0 gO
"cum-
clina-
1 op-
left
5 sur-
ly go
if it
who
v and
nger-
dvan-
alled
11 as
and
that
m.
the
which
h we
l rea-
have
millk, ~
witHt
gmul\\’
o pay
h the
said,
e one
which
t and
and,
. Very
very
e dif-
re to
point,
prod-
eSS10n
(uite
5 only
have
those
Trudg-
and in
' It
o the
nished
nt to
long
rmers,

Whthe cities ?

1912

MARCIL 7,

could taxe advantage of lhu.n[n ning \\hvi«h farm-
ing ofiers to-day, and could in course of time be
free and indgpendent men.

The lure of the cities consists, probably, to the
older people of the country, i‘n their many con-
yeniences, and to the younger in the presumed ex-
citements and possibly higher wages.  In the first
case the older people soon learn that, with the
exercise of a little thought, and the expenditure of
not a very large amount of money, the conve-
niences of life in the city can he very nearly ap-
plied to life in the country. It is necdless to go
into details, but in how many homes in  the
country has any ingenuity been brought to bear
upon having a supply of water brought into the
house ? Kveryone knows, who has any experi-
ence of country life, what the chore of *‘ getting
in water '’ means. In this instance, as in most
others, it is simnply a case of the old adage, that
people wiil use their hands, rather than their
prains. Then, as to the gaieties and excitements
of the cities, are they so real and enjovable, after
all?  Many experienced people will tell you that,
provided you do not live in too sparsely popu-
lated a district, there is even more real social fun
and enjoyment to be obtained in the country, on
the average during the year than there is to be
had in the towns. As to the question of wages,
this would appear to be a matter rather in favor
of the country in this respect, that a man there
should be able to save the greater portion of those
he earns, so that in time he could get onto a farm
of his own. It is fully recognized that there is
what is wrongly called drudgery on the farms;
yut cannot the same term be applied to work in
Go and ask the men who have to bhe
at work at seven in the morning, till five at
night, in a close, hot machine shop, and those
who have to do the same monotonous task week
in and week out. And ask them, too, how much
they can save out of their wages, and what pros-
pects they have of ever becoming independent. It
may be thought that, to mention telephones and
automobiles is going a step too far when discuss-
ing life in the country, but both of these conve-
niences are gradually working their way into coun-
try life, and, judging from experiences in the
United States, they will bring about a marvellous
change here, too, in the course of time. Neither
must the beneficent work of eclectricity he over-
looked. This is but in its infancy, so far as
rural districts are concerned, but when it has
grown up into its full strength its eTects will be
nothing short of marvellous.

But it is not necessary that pcople should all
‘“go back to the farm.”” Why are there not in
Canada, as in Great Britain, ‘‘country h8uses,”’
with their own few acres of land, where all the
wants of the house can be supplied from these few
acres ? Canadians, ahbove all others, scem fitted
to have such places. A horse, a cow, a few
sheep, some poultry, and a good vegetable garden,
would not only supply the larder, but would pro-
vide healthy and interesting work. Not only this,
but that which seems so lacking nowadays, a little
leisure, would he insured. Time to read and to

think, to learn some of the pleasures of the ac-
complishments and refinements of life. Yet, just
in the same way, these ““ pleasures of life ’’ ought

to be always kept in view hy those who do go
back to, and those who are on the farm. TIlvery-
thing is tending nowadays to make these nossible;
the clear perception of  the
and the desire for them. The increased

all that 1s needed is
possibility

cost of living is most likelyv, adding to what has
been known for aces as ‘“ auri sacra fames,”” or

the accnrsed thirst for gold, leading to the exodus
to the cities ; but at the mav he
also answerahle for men's thonghts turning to the
country, {hey can see that a free, an inde-
pendent and a healthy life can be led. if they arve
content {0 work, to use their bhrains. to live
B oderately, and, ahove all, not to set the aim of
hefore their eves as the ambition

same time, it

where
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of their lives.

“ONI WITO WOULD 1.IKIS TO GO BACK.”

rich *’

Elementary Agricultural Educa-
tion in Ontario.

Editor ** The TFarmer's Advocate " :

I have heen very much interested in the eli
torial article in vour issue of I'ebruary Sth, on
“The Trainine of Rural School Teachers.”’ The
stihitet is certainly one deserving of the attention
of “vervone who has the welfare of our rural
schools ot heart. At the basis of most of our
acricultural problems lies the public school, and
ediicationists are more and more realizing this.
Our wdicational measures in agrienlture have ben

for 100 Tong a time in the direction of the grown
ups intario, has, perhaps, as fine an organiza
tion for adult agricultural education as can he
fovn, anywhere, in  its  Agricultural Socictices,
Fari Institutes, Women's Institutes, Iixperi-
mentap T'nion, Itruit-growers’ Association, Vewge-
tahl owers' Association, Corn-urowers’ A socin-
tion iold C'roo Competitions, Horticultural So
cipt md District Aericultural Representatives

4 ) ) " ;
Hut these edunecational factors, it =t not b

torgotten, do not reach direcetly to the boy and
girl o the public school It is ;)nly long after that
boy and pirl has received his or her public-school
education that he or she is taken in hand by some
one or other of these organizations. ‘There is a

greal educational and economic loss here. The
no:.t,'(l for many ol these  organizations, indeed,
might be greatly Jessened if the schools could be

brought to undertake some new lines of work, To
do this, of course, requires a special rural-school
teacher. ““A rural-school teacher for the rural

school,” should be one of our slogans.

~ On the question of the policy of our Education
Department, regarding Normal and Model School
training, I cannot speak. I wish, however, to
call attention to some things that are in process
of development amongst us in our educational sys-
tem which are not generally known. In my
opinion, the Province of Ontario has made as
great advances in agricultural education as any
State or I'rovince in North America. The prob-
lem is nol by any means solved ; this will not be
accomplished until lar@er conceptions prevail re-
garding the large worth of a teacher, and the pay-
ment of salaries proportional to this large worth.
The chief factor hindering rapid progress in the
solution of the problem, it appears to me, lies in
lack of public sentiment for the better and newer
kind of education. The people will get what they
want when they want it ! So far, the people
have not given expression to a strong desire for a
change. The old ““ hoo-doo '’ of examinations
still exercises a strong influence in directing school-
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ity Man—‘‘Can’t you keep down the cost of living a little,

Farmer—Ilardly, without a little more help.”’

work, Those people who are ambitious for their
children want them  prepared  for examinations.
This hrcomes the teacher’s chief concern ; stepping
oul of old ruts is a dangerous thing in such a
Through the inilucnce of  the
controlling and redirecting
public sonliment is gradually being formed.
Io.ervwhere there is  evidence of new interest.
Some day the results will show as a large move-

circumstltance.
avricultural press, a

nient.

In the meantime, much has been done, is being
done, and is in process of development. We have long
passed the text-book scheme of agricultural teach-
ine, while in many places they are still in that
stage. In 190+ the course of studies in the On-
tario public was reviced. Nature-study
work was outlined there and introduced. IFor the
past eight years this work has bren under process
of development. At first very little was done in
tiie schools, and much that was done, no doubt,
was wrongly or poorly done. Many people con-
sidered it a fad and an unneccessary new subject.
Gradually, however, through teachers becoming
better acquainted with the work, it has won a
itself. In its true relations, it now
corms to he that thing which makes for the so-
called New Iducation. Through it there has de-
veloped new ideas of the proper function of the

schools

place for

THE FARMER’'S ADVOCATE.

school, and the proper way of educating children
in a truly sound, pedagogical sensc.

When one analyzes the subject matter that is
generally considered under the name of Nature
Study, it is found to he nothing more or less than
Elementary Agriculture. It is a question of
studying the common things of out-of-doors; the
animals, the plants, the soil. the weather. The
plants studied are not the unusual and strange
things, but the common plants of the field, the
garden and the roadside. The animals studied
are the animals the farmer is concerned about—
his farm animals, and the birds or insects that .
help or hinder him in his work. The soil studies
concern themsclves with his every-day employment.

So, since 1904, there has been growing into
the Ontario schools gradually, and along proper
lines, the subject of agriculture. It has not been
a text-book subject at all, but a thing apart from
bookishness—a mnatural, living, developing and re-
vitalizing subject.

Another step forward is shown in the new
schemes of teacher-training developed. This had
its commencement in 1904, in the special teachers’
course in nature study, carried out at Macdonald
Institute and some other local centers. Of late
yvears all this work has becen done at Guelph in
the month of July. TL.ast summer, the teachers
taking the work numbered over one hundred.
They were instructed, so far as this could be done,
in a month, in the best things that the College
has to offer in Elementary Agriculture. To most
of Lhe teachers, the work is a revelation of a new
world, one, however,
that has been lying
at their feet, always,
“unnoticed, obscured
perhaps to some: ex-
tent by the bookish
teachings of the
schools. It may rea-
sonably be expected
that the hundreds of
teachers who have
taken this work, and
who are now scattered

throught the Prov-
ince, are introducing
no little measure—

handicapped as they
are by sxaminations—
of sound instruction
in the concerns of the
farm and the home.

In 1909 another
phase of the teacher-
training work was or-
ganized. The Grade
A teachers at the
Normal Schools who
passed their gradua-
tion examinations at
Kaster were offered
free ten-wecks’ courses
at the College in Ele-
mentary Agriculture
and Horticulture.
The work was con-
tinued in 1910 and
1911. In the three
years, about 225
have availed them-
stlves of the offer,
and gone out cer-
titicated as teachers
of this subject. In
addition, through the
Summer School
schemes, about 25
other teachers are

similarly qualified.
We have in  Ontario,
then, about 250 Normal teachers very well equip-
ped to teach the subject of agriculture in our
schools.

The school boards have been encouraged, too.
{o take up the work and carry it on in a practical
WAy The school board, which gives a course of
instruction in clementary agriculture in its school
by means of practical work im the school garden,
one of thesc specially-qualitied teachers re-
initial grant of $50 to cover the ex-
introduction of the work, and in
siibsequent years $30. The teacher, too, is sub-
sidized in the cause ; for her special services in
{his conneclion, she receives $30 a year, in addi-
tion to her regular salary. last year there were
thirty-three schools in Ontario that carried on this
work, and the Departmental grants for it amounted
to $2,340. In addition, many other schools have
becn carrying out the work, although, on account
of not having certificated teachers or not having
the regulation garden, no grants have been paid.
Through our Schools Division of the Experimental
Tnion we have assisted 166 Ontario schools in
the practical work, sending them sceds and other
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supplies. The regulations regarding this work
are now under revisicn. They will still further
encourage schools and teachers to carry on the

work, and we may confidently look forward to




