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The founding of a Literary Society
and llebﬁting Club in a rural distret
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portunity for inspiration and Celop
ment which may lead to reonh
far-reaching as undreamcii
deed, it would be interestine 1o o
just now many of our forenio
ers and orators found the
which launched them on their .
the little, local rural club

In the first place, the Literary o
Debating Club affords a chance fo
self-expression, and the wish for s¢lf
expression is mnormal and healthy
As a rule, a young man or woluil
cannot gratify it in general social
life, the mere fear of appearing pe-
dantic or bombastic in a world which
appears to taboo everything but the
merest chit-chat would prevent that.
At the same time, it is well enough
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opens  Parliament in Ottawa to-day.
known that that same social world
will sit delightedly for an hour at a
stretch, listening to all sorts of
original ideas and evidences of learn-
ing, and so the bashful youth may
read his little paper or speak his lit-
tle speech with confidence

Again, the getting up of a paper or
speech is of inestimable value in de-
veloping  the mental powers of the
Uident himself. To write the simplest

v demands a marshalling of ideas,
cortinin amount of study as to how
force, and perhaps even
diction, may be obtained.
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The Duchess of Connaught.

a future Member of Parliament in
your meetings, preparing him for the
day when, in the halls of legislation,
his eloquence may tell nobly in the
cause of justice and right. It is a
shame to our rural communities that
so few farmers are qualified, by mere
lack of practice in public speaking,
from taking their place in the seats

of Commons or Cabinet. Yet the
fault is their own; no one elge is to
blame. FFarmers make up the great

majority of the population of (an-
ada. How, then, can their interests
be promoted and safeguarded as they
should be, unless they have men on
the spot, in the chambers in which
the laws for the nation are made ?
See to it that the Rural Club does
its duty in this respect of training.
J.et it not be given over to frivolity.

Let its import be ever serious, how-
ever often the little froth of mere
amusement may bubble up at the

rim.  Never forget that it may he a
strong factor in elevating the entire
standard of thought and culture for
the community (and no community,
whether in city or country, can sadely
afford to stand still), nor that its
influence may reach, in eve widening
rcle, far bevond the )imit \\hi("il
it wildest hope  for
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Some Essays from Last
Year’s Literary Society.

The following essays, held over, for
space considerations, from last year's
Literary Society contributions,
again apropos. We trust that the
writers of them will once more be
active members during our session for
1911 -1.2.
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The Ideal Rural Club.

Editor ““Roundabout Club’':

The first requisite for a Rural Cluh
is enthusiasm. There is no use try
ing to keep a Club going as it should
g0, unless you are enthusiastic.

It is rather difficult to leave a nic
warm fire on a cold, stormy evening
and drive two or three miles to
hall or room where gloom reigns and
an indifferent fire burns in an old
box stove. Now, right here, T would
say don’'t have a room like that. Get
vour wives and daughters to fix up
the hall, and form a committee to
see that everything is kept clean and
cosy-looking. Have a number of
committees—one for entertaining, and
one for getting new members.

Iivery once in a while have a con
cert or literary evening. let the
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