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PRIZE ESSAY.
The Lights and Shadows of Country 

Life.

to his poetry ? It is pure healthy nature, the I Air_ i cygr •* /tit .  {
poets companion; it is nature with whom the *,ncIe WOCTt 0 department, 
refined mind ever delights to associate ; it is | : —
mood anTa^t*thékcS%Tonderful skill I My Dea11 Nieces and Nephews 

And who has a better chance to study the beauty I A new year begun. A new book of three hun- 
ville, ont. I ^sdPf UEeXe"?f °f "fUre tha" the,IUstic ? llre'l and sixty-six pages, all clean and white lies

picture” oTco^T^Vf 10 CarefUUy eXaminC the P88™» W0ld. thePin-naturedgremearks,Uthe noisy T" before >'0"- 0n !t the title page is written 
. . nt7 Ilfe portrayed by the immag- laughter, the dust, mud and dirt, that daily greet I in indelible characters—1893. In some of my
ma ion of each individual, whose own peculiar I r16 .ears and eyes of the business man as he I young friends’diaries for the past year there

T, nd 210 a: r*; ? ™ ^1 “ “*»”•? ::ri„ “t ^, r ~™ ",i -1, . 1 tly 1,1 a Plcture dark and from a neighboring elm, the gentle lowing of the altogether, as if the writer had grown ashamed
" r 7’ n”1 a l)ro8Pect distasteful and repulsive, cattle, the busy bee humming in the scented of what was therein written. There are records 

u a 1 are not equally uninviting, for we , V<il'i tbe brlgbt hewer shedding its fragrance too, of other days, which are simply regrets for

sxr;'1 "*° s* —»>* ^
Th |iy, 01 a m0le ,etln,18 and quiet one. glorious sun o’erhead pouring down â flood of thlng bettel> truer and nobler, to satisfy the 
i no ughts and shadows of a country life vary warmth and heat on the beauteous scene below, heart. These are the wandering, if not the 

in par icu ars, according to the wealth and in- I ! lf there is any poetry in a man’s nature wanton, desires which like tongues of flame in

England we have tl'* *“rmin* ’ 1,1 I ,V'"U1f thoughts be raise.! to contemplate Ithe a,lal|ty of which soon aflrsrts my boys and 
fif8 . ,. . the wealthier and more scien- the Maker of this glorious scene around us. But Slrls> and goes so far in the building of character
tific agriculturist ; m Europe and Asia we have P"™11 say, this is not all ; there are schools, for after years

£ ££5ir'LT,rr',r •*' - ■* » »~ **- «..
man’s emnlovinent Tff h°Ugh h<! Country- Ce^in,l ’ but <:umirit » country child obtain from a home °» luxury to bear the brunt of the
rr ,n wUT,iyr.^r;rLt:K

never,h„,L ,h,„ "Si-"' ^ ~~ *“» 3* « * ,*»

drawbacks belonging to country life as seen in R Ajf"n’ J0" Wlll say newspapers are delayed, on the ocean wave’ It is thi " r u '°?e 
the old or new world. Books can only be procured at long intervals . , . , U 18 Uns which makes the

Let us in the first place consider , ■ , X the"7ld wil1 Ket ahea,l of this self-educated T7- * kugh at ^'Possibilities in the
plovment Is it , r • ,! dally ern‘ an; „But newspapers seldom obtained will be lack of money to educate him, and to work
pioyment. Is it not invariably peaceful and oa„refu,,y *fd’ aud >'°" wiI1 very often find that hope on, pray on till his end s ace r i i 
quiet? Free from the noise and bustle of a city h,"°r wbo 8^ a tiaper once a week will his goal reached ’ accomplished
life, where the rolling of carts in the street tlm Î7 mucb T'e about the world’s doings than J ■ , , ■
ceaseless tramp of the busy multitnd ti ’i v 'f "la," wh° basti y glances over his daily paper 01 18 thls lacking m the training of

" ‘ 1116 lmsy multitude, the buz- before beginning his work. 11 nieces. Where there are several „;,.i • »I g and whirring of factories and mills, almost I So it is with books ; they are diligently read family the liking for dies f 8 %!" the

r, rv. V »

-,n.w,; CiT ezl; :nd ™ » Z? “rwg *** *" **» *
»"■! |.knty ,,r l-.lil, uib.k uInS1;.'",,.,,, U ” “ tho,,Kht lo l«iwuts the
as some of the gieatest benefits of rural life bene ^"™’ f°' 1tbo countryman may create a mount of money spent on the education, musical
Ought we not, then, to value thatLth h, £ own h’JKTtCT^T- a,0llnd bis °V °f their uhiIdren» "itb small
which will . r n , , at l>atn m life own Hearth than was ever breathed in the high- returns. Years of practice in mnsie =„d
, ire "St fl'"y develop man’s bodily f'st Idcrary and most fashionable circles. Society bers of lessons snout on „ l ’
health and strength ? y has lts good and evil influences, both of which i ! f’, 1 boy " ho hY hi:

physical nature ; but that is, perhaps, the least S° Ze?,0".8Jy guarded. And last of all let us re- which one reoidres to H ^r°L th,6 Practice 
important element of man’s person ; for tliere" iTS'home whetever **a««>» ^ hZV *»•

intellect needing careful and diligent train- Position in thé co,n,nereia"°worîd"S The ‘former’ yet white 7 h'1 U 1{f"led> b"t every mgewas

:±Ti Ass fr - ,

mental .pialities ? We have seen its benefits to tasten'. 8heP,lerd « watch. Thus, while one In tlrnse long , foot wiut,L lcarn the lesson. 
the physical-man, but what are they ^

c et ua . A fine constitution, a strong, I the chords of a human heart, delights the niiml !dtk'foed'ug ,h'1 ‘™’ ,as“1 ': [rom school lessons, a 

vigorous and symmetrical body, backings healthy ,"p‘th romantic fancies and soothes the soul with snow-ballings slefoh rhlfn ,lttLg.-kl"dli,lg w°o<l, 
and active nnnd, is a human creature only half I Jup,CCfl‘i alld l,° y t,lou«hts suggested by the shinty there’is little to t-ikè skat.‘"g> °r playing

countryman must necessarily be deficient ; Thus after earnest consideration of the lights thafiviBc^ "'akl"R, l,,el,al'atioii of miml-food 
for he will say, “where are his books, his a”d shadows. wh.icb east bright or dark reys and thrllugl, yoîraftîr ï!f tl,C VOmi,,« 

schools, Ins society, to cultivate his mind *” sfou^hatT'*1'7 llfe;,we a,e ’«ad to the conclu- | Yom-lovi
But stop ! hasty citizen ; from what docs the f 1 r an Wlth moderate wealth, and a P c i
delicately wrought mind obtain its nourishment» fV, Sl"U'° °,f nat,"'a! abilities, will develop a ^~IHam,8U)re will all be looking to 
From what source does the poet derive his 8 ‘° ,gel' a,ld 1,10,6 vigorous manhood were his A v, irv '•"Cky P1'.'*6 wi,'"crs as soon as the 
poetry? What subtle charms and strange La * ? ‘ f c,<,untry. fhan if it were in a town or ’ il !?S thl? ni°nth, although you
influences imbue the poet’s mind with dreamy ,1',, ,hv latter his manners might be more alf threimh’ H|fa'1Cy’" I“°baVLMV0,kedfafthfolly 
pictures, weird music and odd fancies that Mi d’, t 1,18 "'enta! activities become a“ th'ough the year. For puzzles-lst Missthrough his busy brain and lend a magical toLh | ^TohU 71,7 *'"* C°'M "0t ,mfold 80 P«« Brotlfer T'ami for ’anS*?.? ^ Fair

2ml, Miss Ada Armand; fod, MiÆtti Mfood’
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