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: 13 many of the extreme beef type are. What fool-
The Danger POint mn Mllklng igzness, as far as tne future of the breed is con-
Shorthorns. cerned, to sell cows supposed to have records

when these same cows have never been hand-
milked and would kicz any person out of the
stall, who attempted to milk them in a pail, and

It has been said that absent danger appears kic< at them after they were out. Hundreds of
much greater than it really is, and that the people are loomng_for milsing Shorthorns, and
nearer the thing feared the less the fpar felt. seclling them non-milkers will very soon hurt the
This may or may not be true of the subject business and the breed. . . ' ]
about to be discussed. The word ‘‘discussed’’ is And why all these agitations and over-drawn
used advisedly as this article is not to be rcad claims anyway? 1 l}gre is stlu a place for. phe
and digested as advice, extreme beef type. The outlook for beef raising
was never more rosy from the standpoint of
prices. The bpeef Shorthorn is as good a cattle
proposition as walks on four legs. It is unfair
to the breed to forget the value of its beef or
to drown this in over-estimation of the milk
given. The future of beef is assured, and the
Shorthorn, in a race for more milk, must not be
out-distanced by other breeds in the one class in
which it stands supreme, beef. Offering all kinds
of Shorthorns as ‘milking Shorthorns’’ is a
danger point already reached and both the milk-
ing and the beef strains are sure to suffer if the
-practice is persisted in.

A graver danger threatens, howevar, Expon-
ents of the specialized dairy breeds are prone to
Snigger at the comparatively small records of
milking Shorthorns when, lined up with some of
their 20,000-1b. mijlk machines. They claim that
the dual-purpose Shorthorn is a myth and that
meat ‘and milk in the same animal is an iicposs-

‘ Who would run, that is moderately wise,
A certain danger for a douptful prize?

‘“ Advice is seldom welcome ; and
those who want it the most, always like
it the least.’”’

Therefore, it is not the intention te incorpor-
ate any ‘‘advice’” in this discussion.

The milking Shorthorn has had a rapid rise
to fame until at the present time almost any
Shorthorn cow which has had a calf, whether she
nursed it or whether she was hand-milked is
heralded as ‘‘a great milker,”” and the smooth,
even; thick, low-down, blocky cow, with little else
than four teats to show hger milking propensities
stands side by side with the slightly more un-
standing, longer, narrower, peaked-shouldered,
and wedge-shaped breed sister, swinging a capa-
cious udder at the énd of long and tortuous milk
veins and giving every indication of specializing
in the dairy end of her business as a cow, and
both are called ‘‘heavy milkers.”’ Five vyears

ible goal. Notwithstanding the strong :t:ote-

ago, yes, three years ago, the wedge-shaped cow ments of specialized dairymen and the rail of
would have sold in Canada for little if any above - ) : .
. hank R.O.P ita. dairy papers there has come into being a .. ‘1l

grade—gow valu:la .ugf)-dzlg’ t :lee so;;oher' th'ékaglfat purpose cow capable of giving from six tho d
lon she may double 8 pry - to nine thousand pounds of milk in one lact m

sister eve;l 1:1“0“8'1‘11 ;het lacttﬁr hm:,y b_‘fhg:“edpr?_f period and at the same time producing a £,
fi?l?ei‘oge a?ld e:xlg gone Osee‘xlns t?) Iiarvel vgrt the Which, Properly fed, is ready tko take his I;lm '

’ . S or near the top of any market for beef, ! !
Ch;n“;l‘} z‘;:;ht"ig‘da';‘h;i‘:‘ )l’)i;xf‘sdz%g i’o?h;)o;gozg veal and baby beef to the fattened and finis . |
w ’ S = = ba- - -
matter, it is milk that makes sales and she gives ct:)v\gs (él;véh:negrse’aeaxrnﬁf'thag e 000 o g l(l)(())i)thl(i)‘sl.l
?llllek ll?ar}gr%(;dqg;“:tc;“xisﬁst rﬂings?;‘fell‘s (';g:;l;e;fs' and herein is the greatest danger. Critics, op-
di .Sg Breed e ¢ ’ ponents of the dual-purpose idea have always
1vision, reeders mus maintained that a cow must either be a dairy
cow or a beef cow and that there is no, what
they call, half-way point to mark the dual-pur-
pose status. A heavy-milking Shorthorn to them
is a dairy cow, and g light milker a beef cow.
Are they to be vindicated in such a contention?

. . If the owners of dual-purpose Shorthorns are not
ously impressed upon lovers of what they believe careful they will find that specialized dairymen
to be the best that is in the bovine race. What are not far wrong when they say, “Your 15.000-
would happen to the breed if all stralght beef- 13, ° ‘qhorthorn ig just as thin and wedge-shaped
type Short.horns, many females of which will 4 just as pronounced in dairy type as is my
scarcely give enough milk to feed their calves, qg 000-1b. Holstein or Ayrshire.’’

were sold as heavy milkers sending disappoint- "The ‘question which is now arising in the
ment and discouragement to thousands of g ekers . ¢ of some successful breeders is, ‘‘Can a cow
after the dual-purpose cow? What would be the which is forced to the limit in production (say
result if all Shorthorns were bred and fed and 12,000 to 15,000 ]hS‘ of milk) remain a du.ai%
})ushedf to tthe llnlnt of high milk records regard- purpose cow or will she slip into the dairy class?
disr? or b:et d.evelci}%zn:znt? 1i\re the nettles 10f This is the big question. This is wherein lies
ricge the th lrr‘ltherl anedRP( ready to har‘mﬁ'l 1Y the greatest element of danger in the milking
gree;iors n‘] (;’ orn, gn is it “‘?F about- time gy rthorn busincss in Canada. Little was it
. fet'V:? A”‘r‘ ghanl e c‘>rt .to DIUC&/‘t.['le ﬁf’W"rv thought when definite steps were taken at  the
BIet AT shorthorns are not milking Short- annual meeting of the Dominion Shorthorn Bread-
horns and milking Shorthorns are on Ganzerous

‘“ Keep together here, lest running thither,
We unawares run into danger’s mouth.”’

Two dangers present themselves and they may
be so closp that they are not feared or they may
be so far remote that they have never been seri-

) er's Association in Toronto in February, 1913,
tg(rolu‘in((i)ov(v)hegufo(;cedfto-1’:}:‘0 anywherg from 12,000 that before the end of 1914 milk would bhe the
-0y poun S(_’ TR prime consideration in Shorthorn cattle in this

. Tl'llek folly of switching at one throw from beef country and the most talked-of single point in
'Qoh IY?lh is plain. Tllnrg are types and strains of connection with the breed’s make-up. Our dem-
Short 0!‘{1. cattle, which, after generations of onstrators have bought them : good feeders and
tpp—crnssmg. would not produce good milkers. poor feeders have purchased liberally : a'l are
\’\]hf\_t.non?onso”to d\}‘vll upon 1]1(_\ millu.nq Pro-  sure they have them and the one goal is milk at
chivities of cows which are very light milkers as any cost and who can produce the most per cow.
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It has developed into g regular horse-race con-

test against time, to establish milking Shor

herds that will reproduce milsers, Ag bvlvliotlhth%in
dairy cattle breeders the craze for high recordse
has gripped Shorthorn men and is holaing in jtg
relentless grasp almost every breeder who nag a
cow entered in the Record of rerformance.' The
grip tightens as time goes on and the race be.
comes closer. By extra milkings and by careful
and more frequent feeding a few exXira pounds of
milk per day are squeezed out of the capacious
udder which has developed under the supreme
effort until it would do justice to a high-record
Holstein. While ali this is going on, gradually
and often unobserved by the owner, the meat',
slips from the ribs of the cow ; she goes down
in flesh and takes on the matronly, put pointed
appearance of the extreme-type dairy cow. Shé
is wide behind and narrow in front, and ag a
beef animal her stock in trade is much below par.
Still the process continues and the owner, wish-
ing to indelibly stamp her progeny with the
milk-producing sign, breeds the
rough, coarse, ill-formed bull because this bull jg

both sides of his pedigree, animalg noted as milk
producers. The progeny, if this is carried on
generation after generation, and if there is any-
thing in the law that.like begets like, must needs
be milkers; but what of the beef end of the dual-
purpose standard? Will it not have been sacri-
ficed on the altar of overdone milk production?
How many generations will it take to make a
15,000-1b. dairy producer out of a 7,000-1b. dual-
purpose cow by extra, Pushing for high records?
And then where is the dual-purpose cow and
where is the beef end of the game coming in?
This is the end that the dairy critics foresee ,for
Shorthorns, only they belittle the COwW as a
milker and do not credit her with latent possi-
bilities capable of being developed up to the
point of 12,000 to 15,000 Ibs. of milk per year.
There is such a thing as getting too much milk
from a dual-purpose cow. Milk is made at the
expense of meat. This must never be lost sight
of and meat is generally put on at the expense
of milk. The happy medium is the dual-purpose
cow.

The question arises then—How much milk per
cow should a herd of big, thick milting Short-
horn cows give on an average? Who can answer?
A great deal depends upon the cows and their
feeder. but does this sound reasonable,—Big cows
weighing from 1,400 to 1,600 pounds each or
heavier, and carrying a fair amount of flesh as
well as showing the type capable of producing
calves which could be easily fattened to top-
notch finished beef, may be considered very satis-
factory and suitable dual-purpose cows if they
practically maintain their condition and produce
from 6.000 to 9,000 1bs. of milk per lactation
period of anything under eleven months? Per-
haps 9.000 Ibs. is a little high. Tt is a good
herd that can be made average 7,000 lhs. per
cow. Tt must be remembered that the average
production of the dairy cows of Canada, dairy
bre~ds and heavy milkers included, is only be-
tween 3.000 and 4,000 lps. per cow, per annum.
Dual-purpose cows then. as a herd, might be con-
sidered good producers if they average less than
7,000 Ihs. each. As a dual-purpose proposition
the herd averaging 7,000 lhs. per cow and rais-
ing big, healthy, fairly thick, meatv heifers, bulls
and steers seemg a safer pronosition than the
herd of phenomenally hioch milk producers but the
prozenitors of narrow, skinny, weak-constitutioned
calves, Some of the plainest bulls to be found
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Fig. 4 -Rothamsted Laboratories, 1914

i Fig. 5~The Pot Culture Station.
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