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The Stability of Agnculture

W AR is declared between Austria and Ser-
vii. There is a panic on the stock ex
changes of the two continents.  Germany,
France Russia become involved. The stock
exchanges close their doors 1o prevent the panic
of speculators bringing industry to a standstill
Every day brings news of firms that have failed
because of the influence of war on commerce
Great manufacturing concerns begin to lay off
men.  Even in countries that are neutral the evil
works of the War God are in evidence I'he
United States rejoices in her newrality, but at
the same time is faced by a declining revenuc

that makes additional taxation necessary. Well
my business men say, “this world is out of
joint

In the general chaos one fact stands out clearly

he stability of occupa
that of the agriculturist affected
by factors that leave men of all other occupations
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in uncertainty and involve many in ruin. Even
individual so is it with the na-
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greatest
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one
pass most safely through any great crisis
that the
attention of men

knows but result of this war

to turn the and of nations more

towards the one altogether stable industry—the

May not this change in
who for generations

the soil

cultivation

the attitude of legislators,

have neglected rural development in order that
urban expansion be quickened, be one of the
compensations of the present situation
The Most Frequent Mistake
FAMOUS breeder of Ayrshire cattle was

AL

a herd of

on establishing
pure dairy cattle It was
given in terse form. “If capital is somewhat
limited,” said he, “buy as good registered cows

recently for advice

bred
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as you can find for a reasonable price, say two
hundred dollurs each, and then pay at least twice

as much for the bull.”
different the
practice. We
cently established herds,

How widely advice is from the

common have visited many re

and in almost all cases,
generous prices were paid for females, while the

bull was the cheapest animal in the barn, both in

cost price and in value. Such a policy is com
parable with placing the cart before the horse
The high-priced females will influence but one

calf a year. The bull will stamp his character

Istics, for better or for worse, on te n, twenty,
or thirty progeny, depending upon the size of the
herd. It is only through the sire that we can
look for general herd improvement. To the ne-

glect of this point we many of the fail-

can trace
ures of breeders. Every judge at fall fairs can
tell of herds that were better ten and fifteen
vears ago, than today. Judges who
make a point of inquiring for the cause tell us
that parsimony in the purchase of sires is largel
responsible.

they are

This is a time-worn subject, we know. But
50 long as the vital bresding principle it enun
ciates is being violated, so long we must
emphasize the only course that can lead to herd
improvement—the strictly  first-class
males.  For such males we must be prepared to

a price commensurate with their value.

use of

pay

Value of the Experimentalist

WH\ the Many
our ay

wriculural colleges inspect the ex
perimental plots in connection with the field hus
bandry departments, take note of the
of labor

experimentalist ? visitors to

vast amount
required to manage these plos, of the
high salaried men at the head of the work and
then go home wondering if it is not all a waste
of money

“What good does the average farmer

obtain from this expenditure ? they ask them-
selves.  For the benefit of these doubters we
will give a little experience of our own, which
showed us very clearly the value of the experi

mentalist

We were walking through the
Macdonald College
called
everal hundred individual

experimental
with Mr. Paul A
attention to a plot of

Afalfa plams. Al of
these plants were from seed supposed to be of the
strain alike

plots at

Boving He our

sam No two plants were and some

of them would he several times as valuable from
the standpoint of forage production as others

is the work of the experimentalist to select
the best plants and develop from them new
strains of alfalfa that will be more productive
than the old. Think of the benefit of a new
variety that would increase the yield of alfalfa
even ten per cent.  The extra income to Cana

dian farmers as a whole would meet the expense
of conducting the experimental plots of our agni
cultural colleges several times over.

In another part of the experimental plots we

inspected three different strains of orchard grass
which had been grwing under the same condi
tions, the seed having been originally
from three different plants. One strain showed
a splendid growth, another had a medium stand,
and the third one was poor. Selection from :h:
best will productive strain of
orchard grass for the use of Canadian farmers.
Plots of timothy showed the variety of
growth. As Mr. Boving expressed it, “there is
as much difference between two timothy plants
as there is between a Shire and a pony. There
is the difference in earliness and in energy of
developing. Some are ready
in May, others from the ‘same
June.”

Unknowingly we farmers are profiting con-
tinually by the work of the experimentalist, in

selected

sult in a more

same

for pasture early
variety not until
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the better strains of grasses, grains and

Becau
improve

that are made available for use

not realize the source of these

there

inclination 10 be
the work of the
to think
that the experimentalist has more
his existence. He

s an nnappre

Wher
must

experimentalist
about it, however, we
thai
has proved himself

all land

acquisition to the agriculture of

Fi nrmﬁs.c;urity

‘e EOPLE aren’t starving back on
They aren't wondering which d
will close their factory and put them
job.  There may be some things you lic
farm, but there are many things you |
you do not half appreciate. Your sec
instance. Take my own case. 1t i
that our shop may close down in tw
Orders have ceased to come in since
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They imsisted that murder is still mu
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ments. Themselves largely outside the
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ents to one of the greatest truths «
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