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the subject of continued and 
studied neglect. We know one 
institution of the kind in Western 
t'anada where < have
spent hundreds of thousands on

The back-breaking cradle used for 40 centuries.

useless gew-gaws. They have 
squandered the people’s money to 
this end with all the levity of con­
stitutional spendthrifts, but when 
it comes to such an inconspicuous 
item as the salary that is due to a 
first rate educationalist or some 
detail of the real spade work of 
education in the community, they 
arc the biggest misers on earth.

Till this rottenness has been got 
rid of there i< no hope for the soul 
of education, still less for the idea 
"f a "Department of Inventions." 
And yet these are the main things. 
W hat a blessing it has been for 
the people that the educationalists 
are not politicians. It is neces­
sary that a man must be fond of 
his job before he can be successful 
with it. if it is only that of a 
second lieutenant in a shoe-shine 
parlor. There was a time when 
"Robbie" had no choice. Recause 
his father was hie hereditarv 
blacksmith of the parish, Robbie, 
in spite of all protest, must keep 
the line unbroken. Rut this insane 
notion no longer prevails, and a 
wisdom born of experience has 
taken its place. In these days a 
wise father finds out the disposi­
tion of his hoy and the drift of his 
mind, but he never attempts to 
drive him towards an occupation 
that he hates with all the cordial­
ity of a boy’s expansive soul.

The Lord “calls" a man no less 
to the plough than to the pulpit. 
There arc not many “Weary 
Willies” in our workshops to-dav. 
I"lvery man seems to be happy at 
his job because he is following 
the bent of his disposition—he 
took up the sledge-hammer or the 
jack-plane because he felt that 
there was nothing on earth in the 
way of a life’s employment that

he could like half so much as 
blacksmithing or carpentry, as the 
case may be.

Well, now ; if men chose in such 
whole-hearted fashion and are so 
careful to observe the fitness of 
things in the manual arts, what 
shall we say of the "divine fervor" 
that seizes the educationalist and 
the born inventor, whose brain is 
his whole equipment? The fact is. 
no one who has not experienced 
the thrill v.«at seizes the soul 
thirsting for knowledge and the 
luxury of imparting it has the 
means to comprehend the all-con­
suming enthusiasm of these men. 
these silent, subterranean worker- 
who know not the value of adver­
tising.

And yet always the-c have been 
the men who have saved the day 
when all else wallowed in corny-

never been “in the market.” Had 
they been as susceptible to the 
persuasive power of the dollar as 
they are devoted to the real spirit 
of their vocation, Manitoba to-day 
would be one of the most be­
nighted and illiterate corners of 
civilization. Rut the men of 
brains usually have hearts that 
correspond with their brains. 
They seek and invariably find 
their reward in far else than mag­
nificent equipages and the plaud­
its of the crowd. They are su­
premely happy men. You will 
rarely find an uncongenial soul 
among men who are plowing in 
the fields of knowledge. Kvcry 
new discovery brings them it< 
peculiar joy that is not complete 
until they have unloaded it upon 
their fellows.

We could till this magazine ten

THE OLD WAY: An army of

lion and rushed headlong to dis­
aster. Unthinking, ungrateful 
fools that we are, while we have 
been yelling our s to the
tinsel and flim-llam of the sign­
board, these men—the real body 
and soul of the institution—are 
rarely invited into the public view 
except for hostile criticism. A 
contractor gets anything he cares 
to ask for—even to millions—in 
“extras” for mere window-dress­
ing. but let someone suggest an 
extra thousand dollars to purchase 
or encourage the best brains in 
the market, and he is instantly 
turned into a pillar of ice by the 
mere gaze of the "board” of politi­
cal bosses sitting around him.

It is well for the country that 
the brains of the best of these edu­
cationalists and inventors have
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men needing unlimited lime.

times over with historic instances 
of these men -most remarkable to 
the unthinking mob—who have 
scored a success in life complete 
and satisfying beyond all per- 
adventure and have died no 
"richer” than they were born. Yet 
it is cheering to note how long 
some of them were permitted to 
enjoy their happiness on earth and 
how young they remained long 
after time had whitened their hair 
and traced its lines upon fore­
heads that never knew the blush 
of dishonor.

Sir William Crooks 
Think of Sir William Crooks, 

still with us at 85, a veritable 
"boy” in the exhuberance of his 
soul and toiling night and day in 
his laboratory and workroom on 
behalf of his countrv in its hour

of need. Mr. Harold Reg 
of this wonderful man :

"To be alive at 85 is .1 
in itself, but to be very 
and intellectually alive - 
and by the same token t 
ing for the nation in it 
trial with every faculty 
wishing that there was u 
to do, this is a tiling ti 
heartening that we m.
‘I lats off !’ to Sir Willi.u - 
and in this salutation v< 
selves braced up to d<- -nl 
in helping our country r 
cause of the Allies.

"It would be dread in! 
had to record that this \ 
science was a noisy « q*i n 
bustling worker, a pan : • 
ing of his age. and cavkhn, 
contempt of the enemy. S 
liant is the reverse of thi­
al ways been one of the in.-; m 
est as he has certainly h< en ne 
the most courageous in-purr, 
our day ; and the only etn et 
noticeable in his mind i- a dcei-tf 
ing of this modesty, win - 
itself in a more delil-i r( - 
carefill manner of expie—tnc ) 
opinion and a certain -uavn 
the soul making for gra • , 
and consideration.

His Work-Room
"lie told me that he i- .11-1 

in himself of no change 
during the last thirty 
years, lie can work a- hard, 
can see as well, he can li-.r , 
well, he can bear fatigv. a* \n 
and. what is far more 1 - j>
he is just as interested in lift r 
as he was then. Indeed, lie i- 
dined to doubt whether lie 
aware in himself of any pin»: 
inhibition for more years th 
this. ‘I feel.’Ik said. 'erv mu 
as I felt at thirty-live years 
age.’”

The life history of S 
Crooks incarnates the 
real student, and one can \ei 
easily read into it the n le- r 
markable story of the late ! 
Kelvin. These splendidly 
(lowed men were the Vast 
scions of all around them th 
anything was “coming 1 them" 
the nature of applause > pub 
gratitude. They had on. > ««nsur 
ing thought in common, tiled; 
covery and elucidation tact- 
the operations of natm < and 
what way or in how m.my wa 
these facts could be enli- cd 1- 
service of men. Men <-f 'hi- :y
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What the farmer rightly calls the finest music of all the seasons—the click of the seli-binder.
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