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2 Ropecs Derpentine

PERF, OF BALLYROTSK.

(CONSIDERABLY) AFTER JULES VERNE,

(We very greatly regret that. owing to the invxerable
exigencies of spece and vxpense, we have bren obliged
srreatly to eurtard this very interesting story, the e nal
manwseript o' which would have produced a th.vee

l ace felt it necessary to brin it (uto

n w L of this manazine, and have thernfo
nor veluetantly omitted a vast amount of geographico
ethnological, and other soientific details, which we ar:

e been most interesting fo our veaders,

teced it to a mere shadow of its former dimen.
e t, hotwever, that in thus pruning it we

ished st interest, but have, perhape, by
ven added therefo,—Ep, |

concentratio

The Stamp Bourse of Paris was in a state of
emotion cloully bordering on excitement. An
enttrely novel varfety had been discovered ;
not merely & new variety—such are met with
every dny upon the Bourse—but a variety of a
novel kind, hithertoquite unknown to philately.

Now Philately, or the Sc f “amp Col-
leeting—( We are oblijed ts owiit heve a dissertion

of several pages pou Philately, or the Science of

Stamp Collecting.

This notable discovery emanated, too, from
the very highest and most responsible sow It
was made by no less a person than the great
Mons, Chose, of the firm of Chose, Bonmarche
et Cie., well-known as heing at the head of the
Stamp Trade in Paris, that is in the whole of the
civilized world.

The stamp trade, as we all know - | We have
again to omit a_detailed account of the Stamp
T'rade, but considerations of space and expense
cannot be disregarded.—FEp. |

The 2 kopecs stamp of the current issue of
Ballyrotsk is plentiful in every stamp market.
These little pieces of pink paper, distigured by
« design impressed in the poorest manner of
lithograph re to be found in every school-
boy's collec yet here was a variety of it
that commanded almost the highest figure on

i h ion of which was

1

dee., again oblige us most vegretfully to omit the
chapter upon varieties of ail kinds —in,

What then was the particular form of variety |«
in question * Wasitof watermark ¢ No';
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compel us to consign to the wasts paper basket 1
treatise on perjoration, whic
)

h we are wure, de.,
(e,

wrious methods had heen

water & were quite unknown in Ballyrotsk. | empl, A8 & (uestion not casy to
Of paper? Well, little variations in the sub- |answer. The great Dr, Lunettes, the highest
stance or tint of the paper—which was of the [ known authority upon such a point, had

examined the specimen with the most powerful

commonest and cheapest nature — were only to
[be expected No, it was sometl more
!interesting than t It was a variety of the
most philatelic nature, a vaviety of perforation,

inary 2 kopecs, black on pink, of the
issue of 189 —, is, as every philatelist is aware,
imperforate, devoid of any nature of perforation
even of the most ordinary description. Through-
out its long career us a stamp-issumg district,
Ballyrotsk had never Jk-rﬁ-m(wl its stamps,
The simple Jugginski,* if ever he used the
stampe, tore them roughly asunder ; the scien-
titie collector or the careful dealer served them
with the scissurs.  Small wonder then that the
discovery of u single perforation specimen should
have caused such an exciterjent in the phila-
| telic world. Had Ballyrotek indeed adopted
at last one of the most advanced improvements
of philatelic civilization, or was this the han
work of the gang of nefarious fuk for which
Albion— perfidious in this as in all else—was so
justly famed ? Surely the answer to one of
these must be in the affirmative—but such was | ¢
not the case, and hence arose the mystery whic
was troubling all the savants of philately.

The stamp has been received direct from
Ballyrotsk by the great firm of Chose, Bon-
marche et Cie. in the ordinary course of im-
porta A singlo perforated specimen among
a quantity of wsed stamps would have been
nothing ; but these were not us«d stamps. The
oldest philatelist in Paris had never seen a used
stamp of Ballyrotsk. Either the inhabitants
of that district religiously preserved ell the
used stamps, and would not allow one of them
to leave the country or—but the alternative
was too monstrous ; Ballyrotsk had been issu-
ing stamps for years ; it was impossible to
believe that all “were produced entirely for
exportation,

No ; the scamp in question had been received
direat I‘rum the district post-office. It was

4

(

i

record, a the

disputed at the price of the king's ransom hy
the richest collectors in Christendom, & rarity
such as he great Mons. Chose himself believed
to be possibly ||ni:|mmL Lith:mr-phy. as all

and the original guin was still un-
injured upon its reverse. It formed one of a
shoet, the usual sheet of fifteen, in three hori-
zontal rows of five, differing from one another

now, even li phy as
at the primitive printing office of Buﬁlymhk,
does not produce any very striking varieties, or,

at least, none that cannot be easily accounted

for,

Lithography, or the art of printing from stone

[ Considerations of space reluctantly compel us to

omit a most interesting article upon this sulbject,
copied, we believe, from the * Encycloperdia
Britannica.”—Ev ]

No; it was plain that the variety which had
arol 80 much enthusiasm was not one of
design. But varieties of design are not the
only varieties known to advanced followers of
the Science of Philately.—{Considerations, de.,

only in the greater or less degree of smudginess
of the impression. But this one, forming the
extreme upper corner of the right hand side of
the sheet, differed from all the others, not only
on that sheet, but on all other sheets that had
ever been seen ! On two sides, and these not
opnosite sides, as is uanull{ the case with
partially perforated stamps, but two adjacent
sides—the top namely, and the right-hand side
—it showed plain traces of a rongh kind of a
perforation ! ! Traly a marvellous variety ! ! !

But, you will ask, of what kind was the per
foration ! Now the unature of perforation
known to philatelists — [Con , de., dc., again

* Peasant of South Central Russia. —Author,

magnitiers
had studied it also ;
self— no mean authority— had subjected i
no mere cursory inspes

mity almost as ‘surprising s
all these high authorities were
point, and that was that this

entirely differod,

machine by which it
was the most stormy
for the stamp had not
i
right upper curner
torn in pieces, withou
forations or scissors had
Chose’,
at the risk of his life, and
variety in the
Unique !

of the smallest wud least imports
Russian  Empire,
I
v

probably will not fini
Petersburg ix in the Atlantic
there !~ Ep,
won't find it — Avrior |

centre of civilization, it w
where the
verse,
impossible to do either,

the collec
the village
it, for the simple reason that there was on|
one person in the district who could write, in

no way prevented this department from bein,
a most flourishing

Other only less learned philatelists

and Monsienr Chose

on.  With an unani.
the stamp itself,
agreed ups s one
was a species of
on every other point
A8 was more natural,
the nature of the
had been produced. there
controversy ; the sheet—
et been removed from
he place of honor, the
-would certainly have haay
the aid either of per.
1 not one of Monsieur
8 most Active assistants rescned it, almost
placed this unique
fire and burglar-proof safe,
Put was it unigue 1 Time alone will
letermine this.

t, but still retained t

Cuarrer 11,

The zemstro, or district, of Ballyrotsk is one
ant in the great
It is shown only an the
Look a little to the south of the
hirty-first parallel of latitude, and some fifty
legreos west of St Petershurg, and you

it.  [50° west of St
Ocean, It can't de
Don't [ say that you

argest maps,

Quite vight,

Situated many thousands of wersts from any
it was one of those places
‘o further, and fare
t was practically
he Hsirap Licnuoe
i ceased to attempt
tion af taxes, on the principle that it
s impossible to extract blood from a stone, and
post-office was now the #sle source

“

roverh,
would not apply, fo

the local authority) had lon,

of revenue,
The fact that no letters even passed through
y

one; and the Imperial

Government, which claimed a large percentage
upon the gross receipts, had granted it all the
privileges of first-class postal rates,

The Letajoski® was a man of considerable
talent as a financier. 1) tion to the above
important office, he v the editor and
publisher of the loca  Wraggelatt
| —president of the H« oc¢, and pro-
prietor of the only prin establishment,

* District or sub Postmaster, —duthor,

[T0 BE cONTINUED,]




