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(o) It is joy in the Lord. The joy of the 
not only in his achievementa, 
himself as a child of God, not 
n experience*, but ita nx 
The more we realize Chri* 

reality, the
ily nn we rejoice in him.
(fc) It is constant joy. “ Alway 

tian joy is not a capricious sentimt 
rapture, out a steady, u 
ued satisfaction. VVh 
chance divi

prospec 
ability of
promised us, our joy might well be constant.

(c) It is joy recommended from experience. 
Paul recommended what he himself enjoyed. 
If he, in the midst of disappointment, im­
prisonment, and suffering, rejoiced, so may 
we. The friends of Haller congratulated him 
on the honor of having 
last hours from the Em 
the dying man

of good re|>ort finds its ground-work in the 
human soul, is inspired by the spirit of Jesus 
Christ, and is developed by the teachings of 
the gospel. The charm of the Christi 
character is not the cultivation of one virtue 
that overshadows all the rest, but the har-

HPECTAL FAVORS.

The tree spoken of in the parable had 
enjoyed special advantages. It was planted 
in good soil, and was attended to bye 
Ixith knew how to apply, and was diligent 
in applying, helps to its growth and fruitful­
ness. It was not a tree growing wild among 
the rixsks, or on the road-side, which one 
would naturally expect to have no fruit. It 
had all advantages, yet it bore no fruit. The 

iritual meaning of all this is quite plain, 
those who are outside the influences of 

religion little can be expected. But from »«, 
who are placed in the most favorable condi-
Uin*l 
enjoyed all 
Church can give, to 
familiar that we *a 
reverence for it, much is expected.

Christian is 
not only in 
only in his ow 
in the Lord, 
a living and loving pet 
truly cut we rejoice in

but its root is >ne whir
reooal

menions blending of all the virtues in the 
unity of the Christian life. High moral prin­
ciples should be translated into practical life. 
It is one thing to ponder, admire a 
morality ; it is another thing 
The theory of music may be soon 
but t ie mastery of i 
as tht piano or viol 
patient practice. It means detail work and 
steady perseverance. So it is with every 
virtue of Christian ethics. It is the practice 

ity as taught by Christ that declares 
orld a gosjKsl that it cannot fail to

a.” Chris- 
a fitful 
contin- 

en we think of the 
ige divine grace is wrought in us, of the 
le provisions of the gospel, of the bright 
pecta before us, and of the infinite

i not a capricious sentiment, 
but a steady, uniform, and 
faction.

re and applaud 
to practise it. 

understood, 
any one instrument, such 
in demands incessant and

huaccomplish all he have been taught the truth as it 
esus from our earliest years, who have 

the helps and privileges the 
whom God's Word 
re in danger of liming

of moral i 
to the wi 
understand.

ongr
ived a visit in his 

the Emperor Joseph II. ; but 
simply answered, “Rejoice 

tnat your names are written in heaven."
2. Moderation. —Steadfastness will include 

mixleration or forbearance. This means 
Christian equity—a desire to see justice pre­
vail and, on our own part, to act justly. We 
should guide ourselves at all times by the

HISTORIC SIDK-LICIHT.lit
II. FRUIT, NOT LEAVES.

Lord Bolingbroke, an avowed infidel, de­
clared : No religion ever appeared in the 
world whose tendency was so much directed 
to promote the iieace and happiness of man­
kind as the Christian religion. The gospel 
of Christ is one continued lesson of the 
strictest morality, of justice, benevolence, 
and universal charity. Supjxming Chris­
tianity to 1x3 a human invention, it is the 
most amiable and successful

There was no frui 
dead.

•uit on this fig-tree. Yet 
Its chief indication of life 
Instead of beiHM^j 

bearing tree, it had becoi 
ornamental kind, and th

it was not 
was its leaves, 
bearing tree, it

the change should 
never have been made. It was not planted 
for ornament, but to yield fruit ; if it did 
not yield fruit, it had no claim to its place 
in the vineyard. In this tree we have a 
picture of the mere profession of religion, as 

;h genuine, vital religion. The 
the fig-tree represents is in the 

J1 the advi

2principles of equity in the sight of 
Human laws, however carefully devised, 

may sometimes, if rigidly enforced, act un­
justly and cruelly. We should not always 
urge our own legal rights to the uttermost, 
but be willing to repair a wrong, and rectify 
the injustice of law. This forbearance should 
be practised “unto all men." If w 
always rejoicing in the Lord 
cherish hanl feelings toward any one. 
Christian spirit is the highest equity.

3. Even-mind* 4neiu. - Steadfastness leads 
to calmness of mind. “In nothing be 
anxious " is thi revised version. It is 
forethought that is here condemned, 
anxious, distracting care. The future is 
ours, why 1x3 anxious about it I The |wsl 
gone, and regrets alxtut it are unavailing.

I bill. invention that 
ever imposed on mankind for their good.

POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT.
contrasted with 
person whom 
Church, he has all 
position, he has the external form, and uses 
the language of the Christian. But one 
important thing is wanting—lie yields no 
fruit. No one is any the I letter for his pro- 

He exercises no gixxi influence.
to do a generous, kindly, 

ce action, or to assist in any good 
cept perhaps ix-'casionally in a half 

, listless way. And this is the great 
the value of the Christian life—gisxl 

uires is

antages of thatbiect of this topic is steadfastness in 
Christ. How we need it ! and how much it 
means ! To make the topic interesting and 
impressive, appoint six persons in advance to 
prejwre three-minute papers on (1) steadfast- 
ne*»—it» meaniiuj and importance. This is 
to be followed by five other

The su

we cannot 
The

fession.
He is neve 
Christ-like 
cause, ex 
hearted 
test of
deeds. The goodness Christ reqm 
something that imports itself, and not some­
thing that merely pleases the eye. It yields 
fruit in gixxi deeds which serves to feed and 
nourish the spi 
bless the world.

|iaperx on what 
grows out ot steadfastness, (a) Joy. (6) 
Moderation, (c) Even-mintlednes». (if) Peace, 
(e) Morality. Material for this will be found 
in the foregoing exposition. When three 
papers have been read, sing an appropriate 
hymn, and read in union 1 Cor. 13. Then 
priK-eed with the concluding three pa|x>rs. 
Conclude with a blackboard exercise as 
follows :

er known

t is

“ Act, act in living present, 
Heart within, and God o’er •iritual life of others and to

The future is provided for ; for God, the 
great Provider, is ahead of every step his 
people take. We put ourselves on the rock 
when we ought to cast, our care on God, not 
in iiart, nor occasionally, but in all thin 
anil at all times. The ancient custom 
torturing a criminal was by tying him to the 
wheels of two chariots, which wore t'ien 
driven in opposite directions, illustrates how 
anxious care may 1x3 allowed to distract the 
mind. Trust in Gixl, do the right, and 
keep your mind free from care.

4. Peace. —Steadfastness gives |K3ace. A 
vessel held steady by the anchor in a turbu­
lent sea, gives a measure of peace to all on 
board. And the human soul hold steady by 
the truth of God has peace. The enemies of 
peace are :

(a) Melancholy, 
i (v. 4). 
will and

Christ I 1. Salvation.

2. Steadfastness.
PATIENT, BUT DISAPPOINTED.

The owner is disappointed and im|xiver 
ishod by the fruitlessness of the tree. Its 
fruit would have value for him as an article 
of i sal and merchandise, and he deeply 
regrets its failure to yield. In the same 
way, ire belong to God, our life has been 
given by him, the place we occupy is that 
which he permits, and it is adapted to the 
great purpose of our yielding the fruits of 
righteousness and holiness. Some may be 
more favorably situated than others, but all 
have it in their ixiwer to yield some accept­
able fruit. See how initient and |x3rsevering 
the owner was— “ Behold, these three years 
1 come, seeking fruit on this fig-tree. " More 
than three annual visits are implied. The 
fig-tree bears three times in the year — in the 
early spring, in summer, and in anti 
we may think of the owner of this tig-tree as 
coming time after time during these three 
years to see if there were any signs of fruit. 
But there were none. Our Master also is 
patient. If he were not, what would become 
of us I He comes to us every season that 
is, whenever new circumstances occur in our 
lives, whenever there are fresh influences 
brought to liear upon us. He draws near to 
»ee if at last we are Ixiginning to yield fruit. 
When, after protracted (wtience on his part,

I prolonged indifference on our part, and 
re is no prospect of fruit, his ccntcncc is 

simple and clear “Cut it down ; why cuin- 
bereth it the ground 1 ” The t ree is useless. 
It has liee

P
of Ijeadiny to

2. Moderation.
3. Even-mindedness.

4. Peace.
5. Morality.

MARCH 3.-“RELIGIOUS BARREN­
NESS."

Luke 1,1: 6 9.

Home Readiniis.
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The cure for this is joy

unjust demands. The 
nixleration, forbearance,

anxiety. The cure for this is 
trust, prayer, and confidence in Gixl (v. «). 
The final result is peace. It |waxes under­
standing. It is deep, satisfying, and im­
measurable. It guanls the fortress of the 
soul in peace though the shafts of anxious 
care and worldly strife are constantly hurled 
against it.

5. Moral 
moral life.

in the Lord 
(6) Self­

cure for this is 
equity (v. 5).

(c) Care and

unm. So

It was a common thing for the owner of 
a vineyard to plant a fig-tree in it. It would 
attain its maturity in three years. If it did 
not then lxiar fruit it would be removed, not 
only because it was useless, but also because 
it took up the ground which might lie more 
profitably occupied by something else. The 
parable sets forth both the long-suffering 
and the severity of God. It is the principle 
of his government to give every man the 

kind of a chant e, but to “ remove his

ity. — Steadfastness produces a 
The ethics of the giuqiel charac­

terizes the conduct of the Christian man. 
“ Whatsoever things are honest, just, pure, 
lovely, of gixxi report . . . think on the 
things." Genuine virtue has its root 
genuine religion. A modern school of ethics 
which professes to teach the jxissibility of 
morality apart from spiritual Christianity, is 
a return to the exptixled theories of pagan 
moralists. The morality which is lovely and

fairest
candlestick out of its place ” if he does not 
embrace the opjxirtunity. His visitation 
upon sin, however long-delayed in order to 
give opportunity for repentance, is sure. 
The fig-tree represented the Jewish nation, 
but the principles which underlie it are for 
all time, and may be pro) 
individuals in our own day.

In ien planted there to liear fruit : it 
liear it, and there is no reason for 

inger preserving it. It is taking up 
which might lie occupied by a fruitful 

tree ; it is not only doing no gisxl. but it is 
hindering gixxi from lieing done. This truth

any

titably applied to


