Ao Eu. AUIBIRAD,

869.) GANADIAN FARMER'S ALMANAC,

UNRIPE POTATOES FOR BEED,
BY HENRY WARD BNEOHBR.

* reply to ano enquiry in the Country Gentleman, whether unripe pota-
toes are a8 good or better for planting than perfectly matured ones, may
not some light be thrown upon the subject by the parallel case of seeds ?

It is well known that many kinds of , if they are to be planted
mimediately, will come up quicker and make equally good plants if they

o gathered before all the processes of maturationare perfected, In one

nse a seed is ripe as soon as its embryo is perfectly formed. It is come
petent to perform all the fanctions of a seed except one, and that ene is

o preserve iself against the attack of wet and cold during the winter.—
For this last purpose, after the seed is planting-ripe, nature goes on stor-
ing up carbon in the form of starch, or other elements, but not for the sake
of adding anything to the germinant power of the seed :—it is simply for
he preservation of the seed. IfI were of Irish descent, I should say that
nature first ripens the seed, and then puts on an internal overcoat to pro-

ct against the wet and cold to which, in a state of nature, it must be
iable.

Indian corn is often cut off by premature frosts ; but if the ears are well
lazed, though not merchantable, farmers know that they will do for
lanting.

It ia‘ probable that the same law bolds with bulbs, corns, and tubers.
Beveral years ago I received a large lot of gladiolus as late as the first
Bf July. They blossomed well, but, when gathered in autumn, the
orns were less ripe than my average crop. But tke ensuing season they

dfyrove best of all. Another season was so unfavorable to gladiolus that

iy stock seemed rnined ; but the next year proved them entirely good for
lanting purposes.

This may throw light upon the fact that in selecting gladiolus bulbs, the
mall and medium-sized are reputed better than the very large ones.—
They are less mature, at least in many cases.

Stra wberries set in September will yield a half, not a whole, crop next
ear.

No farmer really owns more land than he cultivates well. Ownership
in use. Large farms are often no farms.

Fall ploughing is for heavy clays which pulverize with frost, not for
ils which melt in the rain and become like mortar beds.

Tender raspberries and flowers do better at Quebec than at New-
rleans, because they have winter protection of snow.

All roots should have room. If standing thick, they should be thinned

ithont mercy. Unléss on newly cleared land they grow best in drills,
they can be cultivated.

Fine, well rotted manure, applied to the surface, gives the wheat
nt l,(l!l‘lh to go well thron, the winter, and it fits the ground for
eiving clover-seed early in spring.
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