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lins, Ward and Miss Burden returned to Del-

more Park in the Collins machine. Beard

accompanied them and spent the night with

Mr. Ward. Mr. Whitmore slept in Mr.

Beard's home that night. Now what becomes

of your theory that Mr. Whitmore was shot

by one of my clie^'"^'? Miss Burden was with

them before, durii'g^, and after the perform-

ance."

Here was another alibi, more potent than

the others. For it was evident that if Whit-

more was shot after the performance at the

opera house, none of the four suspects could

be adjudged guilty of the crime. And it was

unlikely that Luckstone would have revealed

as much as he did unless he were absolutely

sure of his ground. Miss Burden and the

chauffeur were witnesses whose testimony it

would be impossible to shake.

To the coroner it looked as if all four of

those before him had absolved themselves from

participation in the crime. In fact it would

require only the formal testimony of the wit-

nesses named by Luckstone to Insure tiieir

acquittal.

"You say that Mr. Whitmore returned from

a business trip?" asked Britz.

"Yes," answered Luckstone.
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