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n' ni.'istcrs wliom lie h.illi iiol .'ippoiiitt'd lo leach you nor to

oi.wuhli'ii your coiisficucc ?

Assui't'dly, Our Dearly Il'lnvd liivllircu, we ilo not pri'lciid

that Ihc dulics of your pulilic lilc, as cilizens, ai'i' i;i nowise

(lillerenl from certain oilier dulies you have lo [ji'iforin in your

private life. But the very acl:. of your |)riviUe life are lar froui

beiui; all alike and llie saun' Workin,!.', sleeping, eating and

prayinj,', ai'e oeciipalions very dill'ercnl IVoni one anolh^r. Yet,

ac'oi'ilin.ij; lo the Apostle, they all concern the yhjry oftiod and

your own sanctirication, and must sprin,i; fioni the same supiM'-

uatni'a! principle which I'endeis them holy and deserving of life

eli'rual. In like nnnnei', the duties of your public life are (]uito

dilTerenl from those of youi' private life : but they are none

the less imposed by the same will of God, and must, he none the

less performed with a view lo life eternal. Not only Faith, but

common seiis(; itself l(dls yon ihal, if yon must perform in a

Christian spirit the hvist of your actions, and evtMi those thai

seem the least connected with religion, you must likewise, in a

Glii'istian s[iirit, fulfil the more important obligations of you

public and civil life.

In truth, in each one of us, there are not two distinct i,ersons.

the oui! a Christian, and the other, not a Christian, the oni\ a

Catholic, and the other that may oi' may not bi; a Catliolic

There .is, in each one of us, but oui' and a single man, who is

bound to be a Christian and a Catholic in all his thoughts, in all

his words and all his actions. Wherefoic, if, wherever you are?

you are Catholics, in whatsoever you do, you musl act as Catho-

lics.

Would it not bi; supremely unreasonable to say, for e.vample,

that a tradesman must act as a Christian and a Catholic while

he is in church and is performing acts of religion, but that he is

no more a Christian and a Catholic in his business transactions

or behind hiscountt>r, and that, as a tradesman, he is aintMiable

only to his own will, and is imbipendeni, of every principle

Catholic faith and morals ?

.\nd what would you think of a father who would not wa'ch

over his household, braving it a pn'v to scandal and disord(M' ?

That such a one is an unworthy Christian, an unworthy Catholic.


