
12 VOWKLS IN A MUDDLE.
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Tho philological explanation of all this is A^llZhas been su.d. that tho English language is a ;Xicalcojjg o.nerato or pu.l.ling-stone ma,lo^up''of sov.^ U
d^ftercnt and distinct home-dialects, at well as ftench

o^onir
""'' and of Latin elements. It conlence

quontly possesses all or parts of all the notat^ofeir n
of all these dialects and languages. And t'lses t

ZtZKlf'^r^: ^" ^"^ primary schools Joyedthat the child IS taught all these systems at tibfat insame time as if they were all of one class. wit« to pout the slightest sense that he is asked to .peoplessomething that would be extremely difficult flicdisha grown-up man. He has to learn to recogn-
"

with promptitude and immediateness from tv
to five different systems of notatino, .nixed wii
iragments from others

!

It will be seen that this irregnl.rity.i. d wa,
of keeping faith fall chiefly upon the vowels. \]
have m our language 104 ways of representing

i

the eye 13 vowel-sounds. Let us take a few of tl^„„„.„.
most striking cases Short i is represented in otfey strc
Ep^rish no ation by 13 symbols; short ^ by Iff; just
l^^eby H; longaby 13; short <^ by 11 ; long litting ,oy 13

;
si:.rt uhyU; and long u by 12. We. whfe Norr

are grown up., have been so long aeeustomed tlher; g,


