
"a:

\:n

1

t

i

1,

*, -.'

v>

.. *

•

' ^

. '

-

i

'
••

.

•

;
;

'.'

i

**-

. i

/

^ M
I'liurch. TKc »loHv;;n of (Ills work Ih i»H> liruiU'il to. allow pr

our entcriiig into the Kpiscoixil controversy at lull hnijuth,—

eoHSKj<iuet»tly we hHuU have to becoijITcn'it with merely }j!;laiiciHj,f'

at a ftjw of the more im|K)rtant arfiVtmenti*. Before entering

u[K)n the iiive«tigat]ou c^'the arj^iunent in favonr «»f KpiHCopftcy,
*

we would just remark that beoauMO an office \\i\v, V)eon abuse*),

vs no reason why we should ignore the name by whieh fuci^;,

ttffiee in deaif^uated. This, no doubt. Inn* been done in the,

. ease under cojiwidcratiou. We'inij^ht, wrtli jui<t «» much khow

of propriety, i<;nore the HacranicntKoeeanse they haw' been

perverted. If wc can cstnblir^^h the taet that the office cxistet

In the Priniitivo Ohuroli, »nd that said offiee has not pas.se

;4way by 4ivine eafet, tlieh wc ^thall claim a vi;j;ht to the office,

notwithstanding its abuse by'^-mlcsiastical hitAarcliies. Wi'

vroi^telid, tirst, that/tlie offices of elder and bishop are the .same,

and that we irse tlit'ni separately, 9nly to designsite an office,

:uid not alt order. As an evidedce of this, we cluiii\ that pres-

byters ordiwed tor tjie luiiiistry. In proof of this x^hiim, w#
^would refc/ trbe reader*" t«.) the cjfse,of Timothy. In

T. Timothy, iv., 1-1, we find the ApiWtle. l*aul niakinV this

reference to liis ordinlition :—*' Neglect not the gifife that k in

theq^which was given thee.by i)ropheey, with the laying onVf

"the hands of the presbytery." i*resbyters also ruled or gov

Y-rned the church, as in Acts xx. 2H'-:—^" Take heed therefon;

unto yourselves and to all the flock j over which thy Holy

(Jhost hath made you oYA:irpeers, to feed the church of (iod,

which he hath purcliaf<ed with his own blood." And again,

- • • Let tlie elders tlui^ rule well be counte(^ worthy of douljhi

honor, esjieeially they who labour in tlie word and .doctrine."

'-^I. Timothy, v., 17. The last \two passages prove coiiclu--
,

sively that the elders or presbyters ruled in' the church even

in the Apcstle's time ;^
—^^neither can it -be a^;gued that these

presbyters were successors of the Apostle.**, for they were yot r

living, and consequently had not been_succceded. It is a note-

worthy iUct, that w'liilc apostles and. presbyters, apo^jtlcs and

bishops, and bishops and deacons, are distinguii>ho(lfi'
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